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PREFACE. 

X WAS hrongly urged to publifh the following 
work, immediately after my return from captiv¬ 
ity, which was nearly forty years ago—-but, as 
at that time the Americans were fo little acquain¬ 
ted with Indian affairs, I apprehended a great 
part of it would be viewed as fable or romance. 

As the Indians never attempted to prevent me 
either from reading or writing, I kept a Journal, 
which I revifed fhcurtly after my return from 
captivity, and which I have kept ever fince : and 
as I have had but a moderate Engiilh education, 
have been advifed to employ fome perfon of lib¬ 
eral education to tranfcribe and embellilh it—but 
believing that nature always outfnines art, have 
thought, that occurrences truly and plainly ha¬ 
ted, as they happened, would make the belt hif 1 
tory, be better underhood, and inoh entertain¬ 
ing. 

In the different Indian fpeeches copied into this 
work, I have not only imitated their own hyie, 
or mode of fpeaking, but have alfo preferved the 
ideas meant to be communicated in rhofe fpeeches 
—In common converfation, I have ufed my own 
hyle, but preferved their ideas. 7' he principal 
advantage that I expect will refult to the public, 
from the publication of the following flieets, is 
the observations on the Indian mode of 'warfare. Ex¬ 
perience has taught the Americans the neceflity of 
adopting their mode, and the more perfect we 
are in that mode, the better we fhall be able to 
defend ourfelves againh them, when defence is 
neceffary, 

Bourbjm County , June i st, 1799. 


JAMES SMITH. 










REMARKABLE 


OCCURRENCES, fye. 


sa 


I N May 1755, the province of Pertnfyl Vania, agreed to fend 
out three hundred men, in order to cut a waggon road from 
Fort Loudon, to join Braddock’s road, near the Turkey Foot, 
or three forks of Yohogania. My brother-in-law, William 
Smith efq» of ConocoGheague, was appointed commiffioner, to 
have the overfight of thefe road-cutters* 

Though I was at that time only eighteen years cf age, I had 
fallen violently in love with a yoting lady, whom I apprehend¬ 
ed was poffeffed of a large fliat^of both beauty and virtue ;—• 
but being born between Venus and Mars, I concluded 1 muft 
alfo leave my dear fair one, and go out with this company of 
road-cutters, to fee the event of this campaign ; but ftill ex¬ 
pecting that i'ome time in the Courfe of this fummer, I fliould 
again re'turn to the arms of my beloved. 

We went on with the road, without interruption, until near 
the Allegheny Mountain ; when I was fentback, in order to hur- 
ty up fome provifion waggons that were on the way after us} 
I proceeded down the road as far as the croffihgs of Juniata, 
where, finding the waggons Were coming on as fall as poffible, 
I returned up the road, again towards the Allegheny Mountain, 
in company with one Arnold Vigoras. About four or five 
miles above Bedford,* three Indians had made a blind of bulli¬ 
es, ftuck in the ground, ?.s though they grew naturally, 
Where they concealed themfelves, about fifteen yards from the 
road. When we came oppofite to them, they fired upon us, at 
this Ihort diftance, and killed my fellow traveller, yet their 
bullets did not touch me; but my horfe making a violent ftart, 
threw me, and the Indians immediately ran up, and took me 
prifoner* The one that laid hold on me was a Canafatauga, 
the other two were Delawares. One of them could fpeak En- 
glilh, and aiked me if there were any mote white men coming 
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after ? I told them not any near, that I knew of. Two of thefe 
Indians flood by me, whilft the other fcalped my comrade: they 
then fet off and ran at a fmart rate, through the woods, for a* 
bout fifteen miles, and that night we flept on the Alegheny 
Mountain, without fire. 

The next morning they divided the laft of their provifion 
which they had brought from Fort DuQuefne, and gave 
me an equal fhare, which was about two or three ounces of 
mouldy bifcuit—this and a young Ground-Hog, about as large 
as a Rabbit, roafted, and alfo equally divided, was all the pro¬ 
vifion we had until we came to the Loyal-Hannan, which was 
about fifty miles ; and a great part of the way we came through 
exceeding rocky Laurel-thickets, without any path. When we 
came to the Weft fide of Laurel-Hill, they gave the fcalp hal¬ 
loo, as ufual, which is a long yell or halloo, for every fcalp or 
prifoner they have in pofleffion ; the laft of thefe fcalp hal- 
loos were followed with quick and fudden, fhrill fhouts of joy and 
triumph. On their performing this, we were anfwered by the 
firing of a number of guns on the Loyal-Hannan, one after an¬ 
other, quicker than one could count, by another party of Indi¬ 
ans, who were encamped near where Ligoneer now Hands. 
As we advanced near this party, they increafed with repeated 
fhouts of joy and triumph; but I did not fhare with them in 
their exceffive mirth. When we came to this camp, we found 
they had plenty of Turkeys and other meat, there ; and though 
I never before eat venifon without bread or fait ; yet as I was 
hungry, it reliflied very well. There we lay that night, and 
the next morning the whole of us marched on our way for Fort 
DuQuefne. The night after we joined another camp of Indi¬ 
ans, with nearly the fame ceremony, attended with great noife, 
and apparent joy, among all, except one. The next morning 
we continued our march, and in the afternoon we came in full 
view of the fort, which ftood on the point, near where Fort 
Pitt now Hands. We then made a halt on the bank of the A- 
legheny, and repeated the fcalp halloo, which was anfwered by 
the firing of all the firelocks in the hands of both Indians and 
French who were in and about the fort, in the aforefaid man¬ 
ner, and alfo the great guns, which were followed by the con¬ 
tinued fhouts and yells of the different favage tribes who were 
then collected there. 

As I was at this time unacquainted with this mode of firing 
and yelling of the favages, I concluded that there were thou- 
fands of Indians there, ready to receive General Braddock; 
but what added to my furprize, I faw numbers running tow¬ 
ards me, ftripped naked, excepting breech-clouts, and painted 
in the moft hideous manner, of various Colors, though the prin* 
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cipal color was vermillion, or a bright red; yet there was annex¬ 
ed to this, black, brown, blue, &c. As they approached, they 
formed themfelves into two long ranks, about two or three 
rods apart. I was told by an Indian that could fpeak Englilh, 
that I mull run betwixt thefe ranks, and that they would flog me 
all the way, as I ran, and if I ran quick, it would be fo much the 
better, as they would quit when I got to the end of the ranks. 
There appeared to be a general rejoicing around me, yet, I 
could find nothing like joy in my breaft; but I flatted to the 
race with all the refolution and vigor I was capable of exert¬ 
ing, and found that it was as I had been told, for I was flogged 
the whole way. When I had got near the end of the lines, I 
was ftruck with fomething that appeared to me to be a flick, or 
the handle of a tommahawk,, which caufed me to fall to the 
ground. On my recovering my fenfes, I endeavored to renew 
my race ; but as I arofe, fome one call: fand in my eyes, which 
blinded me fo, that I could not fee where to run. They conti¬ 
nued beating me moft intolerably, until I was at length infenli- 
ble ; but before I loft my fenfes, I remember my wiftiing them 
to ftrike the fatal blow, for I thought they intended killing me, 
but apprehended they were too long about it. 

The firfl thing I remember was my being in the fort, amidft 
the French and Indians, and a French doftor ftanding b;^ me, 
who had opened a vein in my left arm: after which the inter¬ 
preter alkedmehow I did, I told him I felt much pain; the do6tor 
then walhed my wounds, and the bruifed places of my body, with 
French brandy. As I felt faint, and the brandy fmelt well, 
I allied for fome inwardly, but the do6lor told me, by the in¬ 
terpreter, that it did not fuit my cafe. 

When they found I could fpeak, a number of Indians came 
around me, and examined me with threats of cruel death, if I 
did not tell the truth. The firfl queftion they alked me, was, 
how many men were there in the party that were coming 
from Pennfylvania, to join Braddock? Itold them the truth, that 
there were three hundred. The next queftion was, were they 
well armed? I told them them they were all well armed, (mean¬ 
ing the arm of flelh) for they had only about thirty guns among 
the whole of them; which, if the Indians had known, they 
would certainly have gone and cut them all off; therefore I 
could not in confluence let them know the defencelefs fituation 
of thefe road-cutters. I was then fent to the hofpital, and 
carefully attended by the doctors, and recovered quicker than 
what I expected. 

Some time after I was there, I was vifited by the Delaware 
Indian already mentioned, who was at the taking of me, and 
could fpeak fome Englilh. Though he fpoke but bad Englilh, 
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yet I found him to be a man of confiderable underftanding, X 
alhed him if I had done any thing that had offended the Indi¬ 
ans, which caufed them to treat me fo unmercifully? He faid no, 
it was only an old cuftom the Indians had, and it was like how 1 
do you do ; afte'r that he faid I would be well ufed, I afked him 
|f I fhould be admitted to remain with the French? He faid no 
•—and told me that as foon as I recovered, I muff not only go 
with the Indians, but muft be made an Indian myfelf. I afked 
him what news from Braddock’s army? He faid the Indians 
fpied them every day, and he (hewed me by making marks on 
the ground with a ftick, that Braddock’s army was advancing 
in very clofe order, and that the Indians would furround them, 
take trees, and (as he expreffed it) shgot um down all one pi- 
gean, 

. Shortly after this, on the 9th day of July 1755, in the morn¬ 
ing I heard a great ftir in the fort. As I could then walk with 
a ftaflf in my hand, I went out of the door which was juft by the 
•wall of the fort, and ftood upon the wall and viewed the Indi¬ 
ans in huddle before the gate, where were barrels of powder, 
bullets, flints &c, and every one taking what fuited; I faw the 
Indians a’lfo march off in rank, intire—Jikewife the French Ca*- 
nadians, and fome regulars, after viewing the Indians and 
French in different pofitions, I computed them to be about four 
hundred, and wondered that they attempted to go out againft 
Braddock with fo.fmall a party. I was then in high hopes that I 
would foon fee them flying before the Britifh troops, and that 
general Braddock would take the fort and refcue me, 

I remained anxious to know the event of this day; and in 
the afternoon I again obferved a great noife and commotion in 
the fort, and though at th^ittimel could not underftand French, 
yet I found that it was the voice of Joy and triumph, and fear¬ 
ed. that they haft received what I called bad news. 

I had obferved fome of the old country foldiers fpeak Dutch, 
as I fpqke Dutch I went to one of them, and afked him what was 
the news ? he told m§ that a runner had juft arrived, who faid 
that Braddock wouldcertainly be defeated; that the Indians and 
French had furrounded him, and were concealed behind trees 
and in gullies, and kept a csnftant fire upon the Englifh, and that 
they faw the Englifh falling in heaps, and if they did not take the 
river which was the only gap, andmake their efcape, there would 
not be one man left alive before fun down. Some time after 
this I heard a number of fcalp halloo’s and faw a company of 
Indians and French coming in. I obferved they had a, great 
many bloody fcalps, grenadiers’ caps, Britifh canteens, bayo¬ 
nets &c. with them, They brought the news that Braddock 
was defeated, After that another company came in which ap- 
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peared to be about one hundred, and chiefly Indians, and it 
feemed to me that almoft every one of this company was car¬ 
rying fcalps ; after this came another company with a number 
of waggon-horfes, and alfo a great many fcalps. Thofe that 
were coming in, and thofe that had arrived, kept a conftant fi¬ 
ring of fmall arms, and alfo the great guns in the fort, which 
were accompanied with the moft hedious Ihouts and yell? from 
all quarters $ fo that it appeared to me as if the infernal regi¬ 
ons had broke loofe. 

About fun down I beheld a fmall party coming in with about 
a dozen prifoners, {tripped naked, with their hands tied behind 
their backs, and their faces, and part of their bodies blacked— 
thefe prifoners they burned to death on the bank of Alegheny 
River oppofite to the fort. I flood on the fort wall until I be¬ 
held them begin to burn one of thefe men, they had him tied to 
a flake and kept touching him with fire-brands, red-hod irons 
&c. and he fcreeming in a moft doleful manner,—the Indians 
in the mean time yelling like infernal fpirits. As this fceno 
appeared too {hocking for me to behold, I retired to my lodg¬ 
ing both fore and forry. 

When I came into my longings I faw Ruflel’s Seven Ser¬ 
mons, which they had brought from the field of battle, which 
a Frenchman made a prefent of to me. From the beft infor¬ 
mation I could receive there were only feven Indians and four 
French killed in this battle, and five hundred Britilh lay dead 
in the field ; befides what were killed in the river on their re¬ 
treat. 

The morning after the battle I faw Braddock’s artilery 
brought into the fort, the fame day I alfo faw feveral Indians 
in Britifti-officers’ drefs with fafti, half-moon, laced hats &c. 
W'hich the Britifti then wore, 

A few days after this the Indians demanded me and I was 
obliged to go with them. I was not yet well able to march, 
but they took me in a canoe, up the Alegheny River to an In¬ 
dian town that was on the north fide of the river, about forty 
miles above Fort DuQuefne. Here I remained about three 
weeks, and was then taken to an Indian town on the weft 
branch of Mulkingum, about twenty miles above the forks, 
which was called Tullihas, inhabited by Delawares, Caughne- 
wagos and Mohicans.—On our rout betwixt the aforefaid 
towns, the country was chiefly black-oak and white-oak land, 
which appeared generally to be good wheat land, chiefly fe- 
eond and third rate, intermixed with fome rich bottoms. 

The day after my arrival at the aforefaid town, a number 
of Indians collefted about me, and one of them began to pull 
the hair out of my head. He had fome aflies on a piece of 
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bark, in which he frequently diped his fingers in order to take 
the firmer hold, and fo he went on, as if he had been plucking 
a turkey, until he had all the hair clean out of my head, ex¬ 
cept a l'mall fpot about three or four inches fquare on my 
crown ; this they cut off with a pair of fciffors, excepting 
three locks, which they drefled up in their own mode. Two 
of thefe they wraped round with a narrow beaded garter made 
by themfelves for that purpofe, and the other they platted at 
full length, and then ituck it full of filver broches. After this 
they bored my nofe and ears, and fixed me off with ear rings 
and nofe jewels, then they ordered me to ftrip off- my clothes 
and put on a breech-clout, which I did ; they then painted my 
head, face and body in various colours. They pat a large 
belt of wampum on my neck, and filver bands on my hands and 
right arm ; and fo an old chief led me out in the ftreet and 
gave the alarm halloo, coo-wigb^ feveral times repeated quick, 
and on this all that were in the town came running and itood 
round the old chief, who held me by the hand in the midft.— 
As I at that time knew nothing of their mode of adoption, and 
had feen them put to death ail they had taken, and as 1 never 
could find that they faved a man alive at hraddock’s defeat, I 
made no doubt but they were about putting me to death in feme 
cruel manner. The old chief holding me by the hand made a 
long fpeech very loud, and when he had done he handed me to 
th to young fquaws, who led me by the hand down the bank in¬ 
to the river until the water was up to our middle. The fquaws 
then made figns to me to plunge myfelf into the water, but I 
did not underftand them ; I thought that the refult of the 
council was that I (liould be drownea, and that thefd young 
ladies were to be the executioners. They all three laid vio¬ 
lent hold of me, and I for fome time oppofed them with all my 
might, which occafioned loud laughter by the multitude that 
were on the bank of the river. At length one of the fquaws 
made out to fpeak a little Englilh (for I believe they began to 
be afraid of me) and faid, no hurt you ; on this I gave myfelf 
up to their ladylhips, who were as good as their word ; for 
though they plunged me under water, and waflied and rubbed 
me feverely, yet I could not fay they hurt me much. . 

Thefe young women then led me up to the council houfe, 
where fome of the tribe were ready with new cloths for me. 
They gave me a new ruffled fhirt, which I put on, alfo a 
pair of ieggins done off with ribbons and beach, likewife a pair 
of mockafons, and garters dreffed with beads, Porcupine-quills, 
and redhair—alfo a tinfel laced cappo. They again painted 
my head and face with various colors, and tied a bunch of red 
feathers to one of thefe locks they had left on the crown of 
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my head, which flood up five or fix inches. They feated me 
on a bear {kin, and gave me a pipe, tomakawk, and polecat {kin 
pouch, which had been {kined pocket fafhion, and contained to¬ 
bacco, killegenico, or dry fumach leaves, which they mix 
with their tobacco,—alfo fpunk, flint and fteel. When I was 
thus feated, the Indians came in drefled and painted in their 
grandeft manner. As they came in they took their feats and 
for a confiderable time there was a profound ulence, every one 
was fmoking,—but not a word was fpoken among them.—At 
length one of the chiefs made a fpeech which was delivered 
to me by an interpreter,—and was as followeth:—“ My 
fbn, you are now flefh of our flefti, and bone of our bone. . By 
the ceremony which was performed this day, every drop of 
white blood was waflied out of your veins ; you are taken into 
the Caughnewago nation, and initiated into a warlike tribe ; 
you are adopted into a great family, and now received with 
great feriousnefsand folemnity in the room and place of a great 
man ; after what has pafled this day, you are now one of us by 
an old ftrong law and cuftom—My fon, you have now nothing 
to fear, we are now under the fame obligations to love, fup- 
port and defend you, that we are to love and defend one an¬ 
other, therefore you are to confider yourfelf as one of our 
people.”—At this time I did not believe this fine fpeech, ef- 
pecially that of the white blood being waflied out of me ; but 
fince that time I have found that there was much fincerity 1 in 
faid fpeech,—for from that day I never knew them to make a- 
ny diftinttion between me and themfelves in any refpedl what¬ 
ever until I left them.—If they had plenty of cloathing I had 
plenty, if we were fcarce we all {hared one fate. 

After this ceremony was over, I was introduced to my new 
kin, and told that I was to attend a feaft that evening, which I 
did. And as the cuftom was,theygaveme alfo a bowl and wood¬ 
en fpoon, which I carried with me to the place, where there 
was a number of large brafs kettles full of boiled venifon and 
green corn ; every one advanced with his bowl and fpoon and 
had his fliare given him.—After this one of the chiefs made a 
Ihort fpeech, and then we began to eat. 

The name of one of the chiefs in this town was Tecanyater- 
ighto, alias Pluggy, and the other Afallecoa, alias Mohawk Solo- 
man,—As Pluggy and his party were to ftart the next day to 
war, to the frontiers of Virginia, the next thing to be perfor¬ 
med was the war dance, and their war fongs. At their war 
dance they had both vocal and inftrumental mufic. They had 
a fhort hojow gum clofe in one end, with water in it, and 
parchment ftretched over the open end thereof, which they 
beat with one ftick, and made a found nearly like a muffled 
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drum,—all thofe who were going oti this expedition Collected 
together and formed. An old Indian then began to ling,and ti¬ 
med the mufic by beating on this drum, as the ancients formerly 
timed their milfic by beating the tabor. On this the warriors 
began to advance, or move forward in Concert, like well difci- 
plined troops would march to the fife and drum. Each warrior* 
had a tomahawk, fpear or war-mallet in his hand, and they all 
moved regularly towards the eaft, or the way they intended to 
go to war. At length they all ftretched their tomahawks tow¬ 
ards the Potomack, and giving a hideous fliout or yell, they 
wheeled quick about, and danced in the fame manner back. 
The. next was the war fong. In performing this, only one fung 
at a time, in a moving pollute, tvith a tomahawk in his hand, 
while all the other wariors were engaged in calling aloud be-nb^ 
be-ub , which they conftantly repeated, while the war fong was 
going on. When the warior that was finging had ended his fong, 
he ftruck a war poll with his tomahawk, and with a loud voice 
told what warlike exploits he had done, and what he now inten¬ 
ded to do: which were anfwered by the other wariors, with loud 
fhouts of applaufe. Some who had not before intended to go 
to war, at this time were fo animated by this performance, 
that they took up the tomahawk and fung the war fong, which 
was anfwered with fhouts of joy, as they were then initiated 
into the prefent marching company. The next morning this 
company all colledled at one place, with their heads and faces 
painted with various colors, and packs upon their backs: they 
marched off, all filent, except the commander, who, in the front 
fung the travelling fong, which began in this manner: boo 
caugbtainte beegana. Juft as the rear palled the end of the 
town, they began to fire in their flow manner, from the front 
to the rear, which was accompanied withfliouts and yells from 
all quarters. 

This evening I was invited to another fort of dance, which 
was a kind of promifcuos dance. The young men flood in one 
rank, and the young women in another, about one rod apart, 
facing each other. The one that railed the tune, or ftarted the 
fong, held a fmall gourd or dry lhell of a fquafh, ip his hand, 
which contained beads or fmall ftones, which rattled^ When 
he began to fing, he timed the tune with his rattle ; both men 
and women danced and fung together, advancing towards each 
other, Hooping until their heads would be touching together, and 
then ceafed from dancing, with loud Ihouts, and retreated and 
formed again, and fo repeated the fame thing over and over, for 
three or four hours, without intermiffion. This exercife ap¬ 
peared to me at firft, irrational and infxpid; but I found that in 
finging their tunes, they ufed ya neno boo via ne, &c. like our fa 
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ill /-, and though they havfe no fuch thing as jingling verfe, 
y .1:1 intermix fcntertces with their notes, and fay what 

t '., v i . > each other, and carry on the tune in concert; 

1 found this was a kind of Wdoing of courting dance, and 
as they advanced (looping With their heads together, they could 
fay what they pleafed in each Others ear, without dlfconcerting 
their rough mtific, and the others, or thofe near, not hear what 

after* this 1 went out to hunt, in company with Mo¬ 
tion,’fome of the Csughnewagas and a Delaware In¬ 
dian that niarried to a Cauglmewaga fquaw. We travel¬ 
led about fouth, from this town, and the firlt night we killed 
nothing, hut we had with us green corn, which we foafted and 
Ute that night. The next day We encamped about twelve 
o’clock, !tnd the hunters turned out to hunt, and I went down 
the run that We encamped on, in company with fome fquaws 
and boyS, to hunt plumbs, Which we round in great plenty. On 
ihy return to Camp I obferved a large piece of fat meat: the 
Delaware Indian that Could talk fonie Englifh, obferved me 
looking earneftly atthis meat, and alked nie Whai meat you think 
that is ? I faid I fuppofed it was be a 1 " meat; he laughed and 
faid, bo, all one fool you, bjal now elly pool, and pointing to the . 
other fide of the camp, he faid look at that ikin, you think that 
heal skin ? I Went and lifted the (kin^ which appeared like an 
Ox hide : he then faid, what skin you think that P I replied that 
I thought it Was a buffaloe hide ; he laughed and faid you fool 
dgain,you know nothing , you think buffaloe that colo P I ac¬ 
knowledged I did i. know? much about thefe things, and told 
him I never faw a buffaloe', and that I had riot heard what co¬ 
lor they were. He replyed' by and by you shall see gleat many 
buffaloe : He now go to gleat lick. That skin no buffaloe skin, 
that skin buck-elk skin. They Went out w ith horfes, and 
brought in the remainder of this buck-elk, which was the fat¬ 
ted creature I ever faw of the tallow kind. 

We remained at this camp about eight or teh days, and kill¬ 
ed a number of deef. Though we had neither bread or fait at 
this time, yet we had both road and boiled meat in great plen¬ 
ty, and they were frequently inviting me to eat, when I had 
rto appetite. 

W e then moved to the buffaloe lick, Where We killed feveral 
buffaloe, arid in their fmall brafs kettles they made about half 
a bulhel of fait. I fuppofe this lick Was about thirty or forty 
miles from the aforefaid town, and forriewhere between the 
Mufkingum, Ohio and Sciota. About the lick was clear, open 
Woods, and thin white-oak land, and at that time there were 
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large roads leading to the lick, like waggon roads. We moved 
from this lick about fix or feven miles, and encamped on a 
creek. 

Though the Indians had given me a gun, I had not yet been 
admitted to go out from the camp to hunt. At this.place Mo¬ 
hawk Solomon alked me to go out with him to hunt, which I 
readily agreed to. After fome time we came upon feme frelh 
buffaloe tracks. I had obferved before this that the Indians 
were upon their guard, and afraid of an enemy; for, until now 
they and the fouthern nations had been at war. As we were 
following the buffaloe tracks, Solomon feemed to be upon his 
guard, went very flow, and would frequently ftand and liften, 
and appeared to be in fufpenfe. We came to where the tracks 
were very plain in the fand, and I faid it is furely buffaloe 
tracks ; he faid bush,you know nothings may be buffalos tracks , 
may be Catawba. He went very cautious until we found fome 
frelh buffaloe dung: he then fmiled and faid Catawba can not, 
make so. He then Hopped and told me an odd ftory about the 
Catawbas. He faid that formerly the Catawbas came near one 
of their hunting camps, and at fome diftance from the camp lay 
in ambulh, and in order to decoy them out, fent two or three 
Catawbas in the night, paft their camp, with buffaloe hoofs fixed 
■on their feet, fo as to make artificial tracks. In the morning 
thofe in the camp followed after thefe tracks, thinking they 
were Buffaloe, until they were fired on by the Catawbas, and 
feveral of them killed; the others fled, colledled a party and 
purfed the Catawbas; but they, in their fubtilty brought with 
them rattle-fnake poifon, which they had colle&ed from the 
bladder that lieth at the root of the fnakes’ teeth ; this they: 
had corked up in a Ihort piece of a cane-fialk; they had alfo 
brought with them fmall cane or reed,, about the fize of a rye 
ftraw, which they made {harp at the end like a pen, and dipped 
them in this poifon, and ftuck them in the ground among the 
grafs, along their own tracks, in fuch a pofition that they might 
flick into the legs of the purfuers, which anfvvered the defign ; 
and as the Catawbas had runners behind to watch the motion 
of the purfuers, when they found that a number of them were 
lame, being artificially fnake bit, and that they were all turn¬ 
ing back, the Catawbas turned upon the purfuers, and defeated 
them, and killed and fcalped all thofe that were lame.—When. 
Solomon had finilhed this ftory, and found that I underftood 
him, concluded by faying, you don't know, Catawba velly bad 
Indian , Catawba all one Devil Catawba. 

Some time after this, I was told to take the dogs with me 
and go down the creek, perhaps I might kill a turkey ; it being 
in the afternoon, I was alfo told not to go far from the creek, 
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and to come up the creek again to the camp, and to take care 
not to get loft. When I had gone fome diftance down the 
creek, 1 came upon frefli buffaloe tracks, and as I had a num¬ 
ber of dogs with me to ftop the buffaloe, I concluded I would 
Follow after and kill one ; and as the grafs and weeds were rank, 
I could readily follow the track. A little before fundown, I 
defpaired of coming up with them: I was then thinking how I 
might get to camp before night: I concluded as the buffaloe had 
made feveral turns, if I took the track back to the creek, it 
would be dark before I could get to camp; therefore I thought 
I would take a near way through the hills, and ftrike the creek 
a little below the camp; but as it was cloudy weather, and I a 
very young woodfman, I could find neither creek or camp. 
When night came on I fired my gun feveral times, and hallooed, 
but could have no anfwer. The next morning early, the Indi¬ 
ans were out after me, and as I had with me ten or a dozen 
dogs, and the grafs and weeds rank, they could readily follow 
my track. When they came up with me, they appeared to be 
in a very good humor. I alked Solomon if he thought I was 
running away, he faid no no, you go too much clooked. On my 
return to camp they took my gun from me, and for this rafli 
ftep I was reduced to a bow and arrows, for near two years. 
We were out on this tour about fix weeks. 

This country is generally hilly, though intermixed with con- 
fiderable quantities of rich upland, and fome good bottoms. 

When we returned to the town, Pluggy and his party had 
arrived, and brought with them a confiderabie number of fcalps 
and prifoners from the South Branch of Potomack: they alfo 
brought with them an Englifli Bible, which they gave to a 
Dutch woman who was a prifoner; but as Ihe could not read 
Englifh, Ihe made a prefent of it to me, which was very ac¬ 
ceptable. 

I remained in this town until fome time in 06lober, when my 
adopted brother, called Tontileaugo, who had married a Wian- 
dot fquaw, took me with him to Lake Erie. We proceeded 
up the weft branch of Mufkingum, and for fome diftance up 
the river the land was hilly but intermixed with large bodies 
of tolerable rich upland, and excellent bottoms. We proceed¬ 
ed on, to the head waters of the weft branch of Mulkingum. 
On the head waters of this branch, and from thence to the wa¬ 
ters of Canefadooharie, there is a large body of rich, well lying 
land—the timber is afh, walnut, fugar-tree, buckeye, honey- 
locuft and cherry, intermixed with fome oak, hickory, &c.— 
This tour was at the time that the black-haws were ripe, and 
we were feldotn out of fight of them : they were common here 
both in the bottoms and upland. 
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On this route we had no horfe§ with us, and when we ftarted 
from the town, all the pack I carried was a pouch, containing 
my books, a little dried venifon, and my blanket, I had then 
no gun, but Tontileaugo who was a firft rate hunter, carried a 
ride gun, and every day killed deer, racoons or bears. We 
left trie meat, excepting a little for prefent ufe, and carried the 
Ik ins with us until we encamped, and then ftretched them with 
elm bark, in a frame made with poles ftuck in the ground and 
tied together with iynn or elm bark ; and when the Ikins were 
dried by the fire, we packed them up, and carried them with 
us the next day. 

As Tontileaugo could not (peak Englilh, I had to make uf^. 
of all the Cuughtiewaga I had learned even to talk very imper¬ 
fectly with him : but 1 found I learned to talk Indian fafter this 
way, than when I had thofe with me who could fpeak Englilh, 

As wc proceeded down the Canefadooharie waters, our 
packs encreafedby the fldns that were daily killed, a.nd became! 
io very heavy that we could not march more than eight or ten 
miles per day. We came to Lake Erie about fix miles weft of 
the mouth of Canefadooharie, As the wind was very high thq 
evening we came to the Lake, I was furprized to hear the 
roaring of the water, and fee the high waves that dalhed againft 
the Ihore, like the Ocean, We encamped on a run near the 
lake; and as the wind fell that night, the next morning the 
lake was only in a moderate motion, and we marched on the 
fand along the fide of the water, frequently refting ourfelves, 
as we were heavy laden, I faw on the iftrand, a number of 
large fifh, that had been left in flat or hollow places ; as the 
wind fell and the waves abated, they were left without water, 
or only a fmall quantity; and numbers of Bald and Grey Ea, 
gles, See. were along the Ihore devouring them. 

Some time in the afternoon we came to a large camp of WL 
andots, at the mouth of Canefadooharie, where Tontileaugo’s 
wife was. Here we were kindly received: they gave us a, 
kind of rough, brown potatoes, which grew fpontaneoufly and 
is called by the Caughnewagas obnenata, Thefe potatoes 
peeled and dipped in racoons’ fat, tafte nearly like our fweet- 
potatoes, They alfo gave us what they call canebeanta , which 
is a kincl of homony, made of green corn, dried, and beans 
mixed together, 

From the head waters of Canefadooharie to this place, the 
land is generally good ; chiefly firft or fecond rate, and, com- * 
paratively, little or no third rate, The only refufe is fome 
fwamps, that appear to be too Wet for ufe, yet I apprehend 
that a number of them, if drained, would make excellent mea¬ 
dows, The timber is black-oak, walnut, hickory, cherry, blackr 
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*dh,white-afh, water-afli, buckeye, black-locuft, honey-locuft, fu- 
gar-tree and elm: there is alio iome land, though, comparative]'/, 
but fmall, where the timber is chiefly white-oak or beach—this 
may be called third rate. In the bottoms, and alfo many pie¬ 
ces in the upland, there is a large quantity of wild apple, plumb, 
and red and black-haw trees. It appeared to be well watered, 
and a plenty of meadow ground, intermixed with upland, but 
no large prairies or glades, that I faw, or heard of. In this 
route, deer, bear, turkeys and racoons, appeared plenty, but no 
buffaloe, and very little fign of elks. 

We continued our camp at the mouth of Canefadooharie 
for fome time, where we killed fome deer, and a great maty 
racoons ; the racoons here were remarkably large and fat.— 
At length we all embarked in a large birch bark canoe. This 
veffel was about four feet wide, and three feet deep, and about 
five and thirty feet long : and tho it could carry a heavy bur¬ 
den, it was fo artfully and ciirioufly conftrufted that four men 
could cary it feveral miles, orfrom one landing place to ano¬ 
ther, or from the waters of the Lake to the waters of the Ohio. 

■—We proceeded up Canefadooharie a few miles and went on 
fhore to hunt ; but to my great furprife they carried the veffel 
that we all came in up the bank, and inverted it or turned the 
bottom up, and converted it to a dwelling houfe, and kindled a 
fire before us to warm ourleves by and cook. With our bag- 
gage and ourfelvesin this houfe we were very much crouded, 
yet our little houfe turned off the rain very well. 

We kept moving and hunting up this river until we came to 
the falls ; here we remained fome weeks, and killed a number; 
pf deer, feveral bears, and a great many racoons. From the 
jnouth of this river to the falls is about five and twenty miles. 
Qn our paffage up I was not much out from the river,but what 
I faw was good land, and not hilly. 

About the falls is thin chefnut land, which is almoft the on¬ 
ly chefnut timber I ever faw in this country. 

While we remained here, I left my pouch with my books in 
camp, wrapt up in my blanket, and went out to hunt chefnuts. 
On my return to camp my books were miffing. I enquired af¬ 
ter them, and aflted the Indians if they knew where they were, 
they told me that they fuppofed the puppies had carried 
them off, I did not believe them ; but thought they were dif- 
pleafed at my poring over my books, and concluded that they 
had deftroyed them, or put them out of my w'ay. 

After this I was again out after nuts, and on my return be¬ 
held a new eredlion, which were two white oak faplings, that 
were forked about twelve feet high, and ftood aboutfifteen feet 
apart. They had cut thefe faplings at the forks and laid a 
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fifong pole acrofs which appeared in the form of a gallows, and 
the polls they had fhaved very fmooth and painted in places with 
vermillion. I could not conceive the ufe of this piece of work, 
and at length concluded it was a gallows, I thought that I had 
difpleafed them by reading'niy books, and that they were a- 
bout puting me to death—The next morning I obferved them 
bringing their &ins all to this place and hanging them over this 
pole, io as to preferve them from being injured by the weather, 
this removed my fears . They alfo buried their large canoe 
in the ground, which is the way they took to praferve this fort 
of a canoe in the winter l’eafon. 

As we had at this time no horfes, every one got a pack on his 
bick, and we fleered an eaft courfe about twelve miles, and en¬ 
camped. The next morning we proceeded on the fame courfe 
about ten miles to a large creek that empties into LakeErie be¬ 
twixt Canefadooharie, and Cayahaga. Heretheymadetheirwin* 
tercabbin, in the following form. They cut logs about fifteen 
feet long, and laid thefe longs upon each other, and drove polls 
in the ground at each end to keep them together; the polls 
they tied together at the top with bark, and by this means rai- - 
fed a wall fifteen feet long, and about four feet high, and in the 
fame manner they raifed another wall eppofite to this' at a- 
bout twelve feet diflance; then they drove forks in the ground 
in the centre of each end, and laid a ftrong pole from end to 
end on thefe forks ; and from thefe walls to the poles, they let 
up poles inftead of rafters, and on thefe they tied fmall poles 
in place of laths ; and a cover was made of lynn bark which will 
run even in the winter feafon. 

As every tree will not run, they examine the tree firft, by 
trying it near the ground, and when they find it will do, they 
fall the tree and raife the bark with the tomahawk, near the 
top of the trefe about five or fix inches broad, then put the 
tomahawk handle under tKs bark, and pull it along down to 
the butt of the tree ; fo that fome times one piece of bark wilt 
be thirty feet long ; this bark they cut at fuitable lengths in 
order to cover the hut. 

At the end of thefe wall s they fet up fplit timber, fo that 
they had timber all round, excepting a door at each end. At 
the top, in place of a chimney, they left an open place, and for 
bedding they laid down the aforefaid kind of bark, on which 
they fpread bear fliins. From end to end of this hut along the 
middle there were fires, which the fquaws made of dry fplit wood, 
and the holes or open places that appeared, the fquaws flopped 
with mofs, which they colledled from old logs ; and at the door 
they hung a bear fkin ; and notwithftanding the winters are 
hard here, our lodging was- much better than what I expelled. 
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It was fome time in December when we finilhed this winter 
cabin ; but when we had gat into this comparatively fine lodg¬ 
ing, another difficulty arofe, we had nothing to eat. While I 
was travelling with Tontileaugo, as was before mentioned, and 
had plenty of fat venifon, bears meat and racoons, I then 
thought it was hard living without bread or Salt ; but now I 
began to conclude, that if I had any thing that would banifll 
pinching hunger, and keep foul and body together I would be 
content. 

While the hunters were all out, exerting themfelves to the 
utmoft of their ability, the fquaws and boys (in which clafs I 
was) were fcattered out in the bottoms, hunting red-haws, 
black-haws and hickory-nuts. As it was too late in the year, 
we didnot fucceedin gatheringhaws ; but we had tolerable fuc- 
cefs in fcratching up hickory-nuts from under a light fnow, 
which we carried with us left the hunters fliould not fucceed. 
After our return the hunters came in, who had killed only two 
fmall turkeys, which were but little among eight hunters, and 
thirteen fquaws, boys, and children ;—but they were divided 
with thegreateft equity and juftice—every one got their equal 
fhare. 

The next day the hunters turned out again, and killed one 
deer and three bears. 

One of the bears was very large and remarkably fat. The 
hunters carried in meat fufficient to give us all a hearty fupper 
and breakfaft. 

The fquaws and all that could carry turned out to bring in 
meat,—every one had their fliare alligned them, and my load 
was among the leaft; yet, not being accuftomed to carrying in 
this way, I got exceeding weary, and told them my load was 
too heavy, I mull leave part of it and come for it again. They 
made a halt and only laughed at me, and took part of my load 
and added it to a young fquaw’s, who had as much before as I 
carried. 

This kind of repoof had a greater tendency to excite me to 
exert myfelf in carrying without complaining, than if they had 
whipped me for lazinefs. After this the hunters held a council, 
and concluded that they muft have horfes to carry their loads ; 
and that they would go to war even in this inclement feafon, in 
order to bring in horfes. 

Tontileaugo wilhed to be one of thofe who ihould go to war ; 
but the votes went againft him, as he was one of our beft hun¬ 
ters ; it was thought neceffary to leave him at this winter 
camp to provide for the fquaws and children ; it was agreed 
upon that Tontileaugo and three others Ihould ftay, and hunt, 
and the other four go to war. 
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They then began to go through their common ceremony 1 * 
They fung their war fongs danced their war dances &c. And 
when they Were equipped they went off finging their inarching 
fong, and firing their gurtS. Our camp appeared to be rejbic- 
ing; but I was grieved to think that forUe innocent perfons 
would be murdered not thinking of danger. 

After the departure of thefe warriors we had hard times ^ 
and tho we were not altogether out of provlfions, we were 
brought to {hort allowance. At length Tontileaugo had conft- 
derable fuccefs ; and we had meat brought into camp fufficient 
to laft ten days. Tontileaugo then took'me with him in ordef 
to encamp fome diftartce from this winter cabbin, to try his luck 
there. We Carried no prOvifion with us, he faid we would 
leave what was there for the fquaws and children, and that wd 
could Hiift for durfelves. We fleered about a fouth courfe up 
the waters of this creek, and encamped about ten or twelve 
miles from the winter- cabbin. As it was ftill Cold weather and 
a cruft upon the fnow, which made a noife as we walked and.a- 
larmed the deer, we could kill nothing, and confeqttently went 
to fleep without fupper. The only chance we had under thefe 
circumftances,was to hunt bear holes ; as the bears about Ghrift- 
mas fearch out a winter lodging place, where they lie about 
three or four months without eating or drinking.—This may 
appear to fome incredible; but it is now well known to be 
the cafe, by thofe who live in the remote weftern parts of North 
Americr. 

•The next morning early we proceeded oil, and when Wei 
found a tree fcratchedby the bears climbing up, and the hole ill 
the'tree fufficiently large for the reception of the bear, we then 
fell a fapling or fmall tree, againft or near the hole; and it was 
my bufinefs to climb Up and drive out the bear, while Tontileau- 
go flood ready with his gun and bow. We went on ill this man¬ 
ner until evening, without fuccefs ; at length we found a large 
elm fcratched, and a hole in it about forty feet up ; but no tree 
nigh fuitable to lodge againft the hole. Tontileaugo got a 
■long pole andfome dry rotten wood which he tied in bunches, 
with bark, and as there was a tree that grew near the elm, and 
extended up near the hole ; but leaned the wrong way ; fo that 
we could not lodge it to advantage ; but to remedy this incon¬ 
venience, he climed up this tree and carried with him his rot¬ 
ten wood, fire and pole. The rotten wood he tied to his belt, 
and to one end of the pole he tied a hook, and a piece of rotten 
wood which he fet fireto, as it would retain fire atmoft like fpunk; 
and reached this hook from limb to limb as he went up ; when 
he got up, with- this pole he put dry wood on fire into the hole, 
after he put in the fire he heard the bear fnuff and he came fpee- 
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dily down, took his gun in his hand and waited until the bear 
would come out ; but it was fome time before it appeared, and 
when it did appear, he attempted taking fight with his rifle; but 
it being then too dark, to fee the fights, he fet it down by a 
tree, and inftantlybent his bow, took hold of an arrow, and {hot 
the bear a little behind the ihoulder; I was preparing alfo to 
fhoot an arrow, but he called to me to flop, there was no oc- 
cafion ; and with that the bear fall to the ground. 

Being very hungry we kindled a fire, opened the bear, took 
out the liver, and wrapped fome of the caul fat found and put 
it on a wooden fpit which we ftuck in the ground by the fire to 
roaft, we then Ikinned the bear, got on our kettle, and had both 
road and boiled, and alfo fauce to our meat, which appeared to 
me to be delicate fare. After I was fully fatisfied I went to 
fieep, Tontileaugo awoke me, faying, come eat hearty, we have 
got meat plenty now. 

The next morning we cut down a lynn tree, peeled bark and 
made a fnug little Ihelter, facing the fouth ealt, with a large 
log betwixt us and the north welt; we made a good fire before 
us, and fcaffoldedup our meat at one fide.—When we had finifli- 
ed our camp we went out to hunt, fearched two trees for bears, 
but to no purpofe. As the fnow thawed a little in the after¬ 
noon Tontileaugo killed a deer, which we carried with us to 
camp. 

The next day we turned out to hunt, and near the camp we 
found a tree well fcratched ; but the hole was above forty feet 
high, and no tree that we could lodge againft the hole ; but 
finding thatit was very hollow, we concluded that we would 
cut down the tree with our tomahawks, which kept us working 
a confiderable part of the day. When the tree fell we ran up, 
Tontileaugo with his gun and bow, and I with my bow ready 
bent. Tontih augo Ihot the bear through with his rifle, a little 
behind the Ihoulders, I alfo {hot, but too far back ; and not be¬ 
ing then much accumftomed to the bufinefs, my arrow penetra¬ 
ted only a few inches thro the {kin. Having killed an old {he 
bear and three cubs, we hawled her on the fnow to the camp, 
and only had time afterwards, to get wood, make a fire, cook 
&c. before dark. 

Early the next morning we went to bufinefs, fearched feveral 
trees, but found no bears. On our way home we took three ra¬ 
coons out of a hollow elm, not far from the ground. 

We remained here about two weeks, and in this time killed 
four bears,three deer, feveral turkeys, and a number of ra¬ 
coons. We packed up as much meat as we could carry, and 
returned to our winter cabin. On our arrival, th'ere was great 
D 
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joy, as they were all in a ftarving condition,—the three hun¬ 
ters that we had left having killed but very little.—All that 
could carry a pack repaired to our camp to bring in meat. 

Some time in February the four warriors returned, who had 
taken two fcalps,. and fix horfes from the frontiers, of Pennfyl- 
vania. The hunters could then fcatter out a confiderable 
diftapce from the winter cabin, and encamp, kill meat and pack 
it in upon horfes ; fo that we commonly after this had plenty 
of provifion. 

In this month we began to make fugar. As forae of the elm 
bark will ftrip at this feafon, the fquaws after finding a tree that 
would do, cut it down, and with a crooked ftick broad and lharp 
at the end, took the bark off the tree, and of this bark, made 
veffels in a curious manner, that would hold about two gallons 
each: they made above one hundred of thefe kind of veffels. 
In the fugar-tree they cut a notch, hooping down, and at the end 
of the notch, {luck in a tomahawk; in the place where they fluck 
the tomahawk, they drove a long chip, in order to carry the 
water out from the tree, and under this they fet their veffel, 
to receive it. As fugar trees were plenty and large here, they 
feldom or never notched a tree that was not two or three feet 
over. They alfo made bark veffels for carrying the water, 
that would hold about four gallons each. They had two brafs 
kettles, that held about fifteen gallons each, and other fmaller 
kettles in which they boiled the water. But as they could 
not at all times boil away the water as faff as it was colledled, 
they made veffels of bark, that would hold about one hundred 
gallons each, for retaining the water; and tho’ the fugar trees 
didnot run every day, they had always a fufficient quantity of 
water to keep them boiling during the whole fugar feafon. 

The way that we commonly ufed our fugar while encamped, 
was by putting it in bears fat until the fat was almoft as fweet 
as the fugar itfelf, and in this we dipped our roafted venifon. 
About this time fome of the Indian lads and myfelf, were em¬ 
ployed in making and, attending traps for catching racoons, 
foxes, wild cats, &c. 

As the raeoon is a kind'of water animal, that frequents the 
runs, or fmall water-courfes, almoft the whole night, we made 
our traps on the;runs, by laying one fmall fapling on another, 
and driving in pofts to keep them from railing. The upper 
fapling we raifed about eighteen inches, and fet fo, that on the 
racoons touching a fixing, or fmall piece of bark, the fapling 
would fall and kill it; and left the racoon Ihouldpafs by, we 
laid brulh on both fides of the run, only leaving the channel o- 
pen. 

The fox traps we made nearly in the fame manner, at the 
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<*nd of a hollow log, or oppofite to a hole at the root of a hollow 
tree, and put venifon on a ftick for bait: we had it fo fet that 
when the fox took hold of the meat, the trap fell. While tjae 
fquaws were employed in making fugar, the boys and men were 
engaged in hunting and trapping. - 

About the latter end of March we began to prepare for mov¬ 
ing into town, in order,to plant corn : the fquaws were then fry¬ 
ing the laft of'their bears fat, and making veflels to hold it: 
tiie veflels were made of deer Ikins, which were fltinned by pul¬ 
ling the fk'in off the neck, without ripping. After they had ta¬ 
ken off the hair, they gathered it in fmall plaits round the neck 
and with a fixing drew it together like a purfe : in the centre a 
pin was put, below which they tied a ftring, and while it was 
wet they blew it up like a bladder, and let it remain in this 
manner, until it was dry, when it appeared nearly in the ftiape 
of a fugar loaf, but more rounding at the lower end. One of 
thefe veflels would hold about four or five gallons; in thefe vef- 
fel$ it was they carried their bears oil. 

When all things were ready we moved back to the falls of 
Canefadooharie. Jn this route the land is chiefly firft and fecond 
rate, but too much meadow ground, in proportion to the up land. 
The timber is white alh, elm, black-oak, cherry, buckeye, fu- 
gar-tree, lynn, mulberry, beech, white-oak, hickory, wild ap¬ 
ple-tree, red-haw, black-ha\y, and fpicewood bullies. There is 
in fome places, fpots of beech timber, which fpots may be call¬ 
ed third rate land. Buckeye, fugar-tree and fpicewood, are 
common in the woods here. There is in fome places, large 
fwamps too wet for anyu-fe. 

On our arrival at the falls, (as we had brought with us on 
horfe back, about two hundred weight of fugar, a large quantity 
of bears oil, fluids 8cc.) the canoe we had buried was not fuflici- 
ent to carry all ; therefore we were obliged to make another 
one of elm bark. While we lay here a young Wiandot found 
my books : on this they collected together ; I was a little way 
from the camp, and faw the collection, but did not know what 
it meant. They called me by my Indian name, which was 
Scoonwa, repeatedly. I ran to fee what was the matter, they 
{hewed me my books, and faid they were glad they had been 
found, for they knew I w^s grieved at the lofs of them, and that 
they now rejoiced with me becaufe they were found. As I 
could thenfpeak fome Indian, efpecially Caughnewaga (for both 
that and the Wiandot tongue were fpoken in this camp) I told 
them that I thanked them for the kindnefs they had always 
fliewn to me, andalfo for finding my books. They alked if the 
books were damaged ? I told them not much. They then {hew¬ 
ed how they lay, which was in thebeft manner to turn off the 





t *4 ] 

water. In a deer fkin pouch they lay all winter. The prinfc 
was not much injured, though the binding was.—This was the 
firft time that I felt my heart warm towards the Indians. 
Though they had been exceeding kind tome, I ftill before de- 
teftedthem,on account of the barbarity Ibeheld after Braddock’s 
defeat. Neither had I ever before pretended kindnefs, or ex- 
preffed hiyfelf in a friendly manner ; ln v : I began now to excufe 
the Indians on account of their want of information. 

When we were ready to embark, Tontileaugo would not go 
to town, but go up the river and take a hunt. He alked me if 
I choofed to go with him ? I told him I did. We then got fome 
fugar, bears oil bottled up in a bear’s gut, and fome dry venifon, 
which we packed up, and went upCanefadooharie, about thir¬ 
ty miles, and encamped. At this time I did not know either 
the day of the week, or the month ; but I fuppofed it to be a- 
bout the firft of April. We had confiderable fuccefs in ourbufi- 
nefs. We alfo found fome ftray horfes, ora horfe, mare, and 
a young colt; and though they had run in the woods all winter, 
they were in exceeding good order. There is plenty of grafs 
here all winter, under the fnow, and horfes accuftomed to the 
woods can work it out.—Thefe horfes had run in the woods un¬ 
til they were very wild. 

Tontileaugo one night concluded that we muft run them 
down. I told him I thought we could not accomplilh it. He 
faid he had run down bears, buffaloes and elks : and in the great 
plains, with only a fmall fnow on the ground, he had run down 
a deer; and he thought that in one whole day, he could tire, or 
Tun down any four footed animal except a wolf. I told him 
that though a deer was the fwifteft animal to run a fhort dift- 
ance, yet it would tire fooner than a horfe. He faid he would 
at all events try the experiment. He had heard the Wiandots 
fay, that I could run well, and now he would fee whether I 
could, or not. I told him that I never had run all day, and of 
courfe was not accuftomed to that way of running. I never 
had run with the Wiandots, more than feven or eight miles at 
one time. He faid that was nothing, we muft either catch thefe 
horfes, or run all day. 

In the morning early we left camp, and about funrife weftar- 
ted after them,ftriped naked excepting breech-clouts andmock- 
afons. About ten o’clock I loft fight of both Tontileaugo and 
the horfes, and did not fee them again until about three o’clock 
in the afternoon. As the horfes run all day, in about three or 
four miles fquare, at length they paffed where I was, and I fell 
in clofe after them. Asl then had along reft, I endeavored to 
keep a head of Tontileaugo, and after fome time I could hear 
him after me calling cbakoby chakaanaugb, which fignifies, pull 
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away or do your he3:. We purfued on, and after fome time 
Tontileaugo paffed me, and about an hour before fundown, we 
defpaired of catching theie horfes and returned to camp where 
we had left our clothes. 

I reminded Tontileaugo of what I had told him ; he replied 
he did not know what horfes could do. They are wonderful 
ftrongtorun; but withal we made them very tired. Tontileaugo 
then concluded, he would do as the Indians did with wild hor¬ 
fes, when out at war *. which is to {hoot them through the neck 
under thg mane, and above the bone, which will caufe them to 
fall and lie until they can halter them, and then they recover 
again. This he attemped to do; but as the mare was very 
wild, he could not get fufficiently nigh to {hoot her in the pro¬ 
per place; however he {hot, the ball paffed too low, and killed 
her. As the horfeand colt Hayed at this place we caught the 
horfe, and took him and the colt with us to camp. 

We ftayed at this camp about two weeks, and killed a num¬ 
ber of bears, racoons, and fome beavers. -We made a canoe of 
elm bark, and Tontileaugo embarked in it. He arrived at the 
falls that night; whilft I, mounted on horfe back, with a bear 
lkin faddle,and bark ftirrups, proceeded by land to the falls: I 
came there the next morning, and we carried our canoe and 
loading paft the falls. 

The river is very rapid for fome diftance above the falls, 
which are about twelve or fifteen feet nearly perpendicular. 
This river, called Canefadooharie, interlocks with the Well 
branch of Mufkingum, runs nearly a north courfe, and empties 
into the fouth fide of Lake Erie, about eighty miles eaft from 
Sandulky, or betwixt Sandufky and Cayahaga. 

On this laft route the land is nearly the fame, as thatlaft de- 
fcribed, only there is notfo much fwampy or wet ground. *' 

W e again proceeded towards the lake, I on horfe back, and 
Tontileaugo by water. Here the land is generally good, but I 
found fome difficulty in getting round fwamps and ponds. 
When we came to the lake I proceeded along the ftrand, and 
Tontileaugo near the lhore, fometitnes paddling and fometimes 
polling his canoe along 

After fome time the wind arofe, and he went into the mouth 
«f a fmall creek and encamped. Here we {laid feveral days on 
account of high wind, which raifgd the lake in great billows. 
While we were here Tontileaugo went out to hunt, and when 
he was gone a Wiandot came to our camp; I gave Him a {boul¬ 
der of venifon which I had by the fire well roafted, and he re¬ 
ceived it gladly, told me he was hungry, and thankedme formy 
kindnefs. When Tontileaugo came home, I told him that a 
Wiandot had been at camp, and that I gave him a-{liounder of 
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roafted venifon : he faid that was very well^ and I fuppofe you 
gave him alio fugar and bears oil, to eat wixh his venifon. I 
told him I did not; as the fugar and bears oil was down in the, 
canoe Idid not go for it. He replied you have behaved juft 
like a Dutchman.*' Do vou not know that' when ftrangers 
come to our camp, we ought always to give them the beft that 
we have. I acknowledged that I was wrong. He faid that he 
Could excufe this, as I was but young ; but I muft learn to be¬ 
have like a warrior, and do great things, and never be found in 
any fuch little aclions." ' 

1 lie lake being again calm,y we proceeded, and arrived fafe 
at Sunyendeand, which was a Wiandot town, that lay upon a 
fmall creek which empties into the Little Lake below the 
mouth of Sanduiky. 

The town was about eighty rood above the mouth of the creek, 
on the fouth fide of a large plain, on which timber grew, and 
nothing more but grafs or nettles. In fome places there were 
large flats, where nothing but grafs grew, about three feet high 
when grown, and in other places nothing but nettles, very 
rank, where the foil is extremely rich and loofe—here they 
planted corn. In this town there were alfo French traders, 
who purchafed our Ikins and fur, and we all got new clothes, 
paint, tobacco, &c. 

After I had got my new clothes, and my head done off like 
a read-headed wood-pecker, I, in company with a number of 
young Indians, went down to the corn-fle'ld, to fee the fquaws 
at work. When we came there, they alked me to take a hoe, 
which I did, and hoed for fome time. The fquaws applauded 
me as a good hand at the bufiaefs ; but when I returned to the 
town, the old men hearing of what I had done, chid me, and 
laid that I was adopted in the place of a great man, and muft 
not hoe corn like a fquaw. They never had occafion to re¬ 
prove me for any thing like this again; as I never was ex¬ 
tremely fond of work, I readily complied with their orders. 

As the Indians on their return from their winter hunt, bring 
in with them large quantities of bears’ oil, fugar, dried venifon, 
&c. at this time they have plenty, and do not fpare eating or 
giving—thus they make way with their provifion as quick as 
poffible. They have no fuch thing as regular meals, breakfaft, 
dinner or fupper ; but if any one, even the town folks, would go 
to the fame houfe, feveral times in one day, he would be invited 
to eat of the beft—and with them it is bad manners to refufe to 


*The Dutch he called Skoharehaugo, which took its derivation from a Dutch 
iettlement called Skoharey. 

t The lake when calm, appears to be of a Iky blue colour ; though when lift¬ 
ed in a veil'd, it is like other clearavater. 
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eat when it is offered. If they will not eat it is interpreted as 
a fymptom of difpleafure, or that the perfons refuting to eat, 
were angry with thofe who invited them. 

At this time homony plentifully mixed with bears’ oil and 
fugar; or dried venifon, bears oil and fugar, is what they offer 
to every one who comes in any time of the day ; and l’o they 
go on until their fugar, bears oil and venifon, is all gone, and 
then they have to eat homony by itfelf, without bread, fait or 
any thing elfe ; yet, ftill they invite every one that comes in, to 
eat whilil they have any thing to give. It is thought afliame, 
not to invite people to eat, while they have any thing; but, if 
they can in truth, only fay we have got nothing to eat, this is 
accepted as an honorable apology. All the hunters and war¬ 
riors continued in town about fix weeks after we came in; they 
fpent this time in painting, going from houfe to houfe, eating, 
fmoking and playing at a game refembling dice, or huftle-cap. 
They put a number of plumb-ftones in a fmall bowl; one fide 
of each ftone is black, and the other white; they then {hake or 
huftle the bowl, calling, bits , bits, bits , bonesey, bonesey , ra^o y 
rago ; which fignifies calling for white or black, or what they 
wilh to turn up ; they then turn the bowl, and count the whites 
and blacks. Some were beating their kind of drum, and fing- 
ing; others were employed in playing on a fort of flute, made 
of hollow cane ; and others playing on the jews-harp. Some 
part of this time was alfo taken up in attending the council 
houfe, where the chiefs, and as many others as chofe, attend¬ 
ed ; and at night they were frequently employed in finging and 
dancing. Towards the laft of this time, which was in June 
1756 , they were all engaged in preparing to go to war againft 
the frontiers of Virginia ; when they were equipped, they went 
through their ceremonies, fung their war fongs, &c. They all 
inarched off, from fifteen to fixty years of age ; and fome boys 
only twelve years old, were equipped with their bows and ar¬ 
rows, and went to war; fo that none were left in {own but 
fquaws and children, except myfelf, one very old man, and an¬ 
other about fifty years of age, who was lame. 

The Indians were then in great hopes that they would drive 
all the Virginians over the lake, which is all the name they 
know for the fea. They had fome caufe for this hope, becaufe, 
at this time, the Americans were altogether unacquainted with 
war of any kind, and confequently very unfit to ftand their hand 
with fuch fubtil enemies as the Indians were. The two old 
Indians aflced me if I did not think that the Indians and French 
would fubdue all America, except New-England, which they 
faid they had tried in old times. I told them I thought not; 
they faid they had already drove them all out of the mountains, 
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and had chiefly laid wafte the great valley, betwixt the North 
and South mountain, from Potomack to James River, which is 
a confiderable part of the belt land in Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, and that the white people appeared to them like 
f.mls; they could neither guard againd furprize, run or fight. 
Thefe they faid were their reafons for faying that they would 
fubdue the whites. They a Iked me to offer my reafons for my 
opinion, and told me to fpeak my mind freely. I told them 
that the white people to the Eaff; were very numerous, like the 
trees, and though they appea’-ed to them to be fools, as they 
were not acquainted with their way of war, yet they were not 
fools; therefore after fame time they will learn your mode of 
war, and turn upon you, or at leaft defend themfelves. I found 
that the old men themfelves did not believe they could con¬ 
quer America, yet they were willing to propagate the idea, in 
order to encourage the young men to go to war. 

When the warriors left this town we had neither meat fugar 
or bears oil, left. All that we had then to live on was com 
pounded into coarfe meal or fmall homony—this they boiled 
in water, which appeared like well thickened foup, without falfc 
or any thing elfe. For fome time, we had plenty of this kind 
of homony; at length we were brought to very fhort allow¬ 
ance, and as the warriors did not return as foon as they ex¬ 
pected, 'we were in a ftarving condition, and but one gun in the 
town, and very little amunition. The old lame Wiaudot con¬ 
cluded that he would go a hunting in a canoe, and take me with 
him, and tiy to kill deer in the water, as it was then watering 
time. We went up Sandulky a few miles, then turned up a 
creek, and encamped. We had. lights prepared, as we were to 
hunt in the night, and alfo a piece of hark and fome bnflies fet 
up in the canoe, in order to conceal ourfelves from the deer. 
A little boy that was with us, held the light, I worked the ca¬ 
noe, and the old man, who had his gun loaded with large {hot, 
when we came near tire deer, fired, and in this manner killed 
three deer, in part of one night. We went to our fire, ate 
heartily, and in the morning returned to town, in order to re¬ 
lieve the hungry and ditlreffed. 

When we came to town, the children were crying bitterly 
on account of pinching hunger. We delivered what we had 
taken, and though it was but little among fo many, it was divi¬ 
ded according to the fhiCteft rules of juftice. We immediate¬ 
ly fet out for another hnilt, but before we returned a part of 
the warriors had come in,, and brought with them on borfe-back, 
a quantity of meat. Thefe warriors had divided into different 
parties,, and all ftruck at different places in Augufta county. 
They brought in with them a confiderable number of fealps, 





t 29 3 

prifoners, horfes, and other plunder. One of the parties 
brought in with them, one Arthur Campbell, that is now Col. 
Campbell, who lives on Holfton River, near the Royal-Oak. 
As the Wiandots at Sunyendeand, and thole at Detroit were 
c'onnefted, Mr- Campbell was taken to Detroit; but he remain¬ 
ed fome time with me in this town: his company was very 
agreeable, and I was lorry when he left me. During his Ray 
at Sunyendeand he borrowed my Bible, and made fome perti¬ 
nent remarks on what he had read. One paflage was where 
it is faid, “ It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
youth.” He faid we ought to be refigned to the will of Provi- 
kence, as we were now bearing the yoke, in our youth. Mr. 
Campbell appeared to be then about fixteen or feventeen years 
of age. 

There was a number of prifoners brought in by thefe parties 
and when they were to run the gauntlet, I went and told them, 
how they were to aft. One John Savage, was brought in, a 
middle aged man, or about forty years old. He was to run the 
gauntlet. I told him what he had to do ; and after this I fell 
into one of the ranks with the Indians, fhouting and yelling like 
them ; and as they were not very fevere 'on him, as he palfed 
me, I hit him with a piece of a pumpkin—which pleafed the 
Indians much, but hurt my feelings. 

About the time that thefe warriors came in, the green corn, 
was beginning to be of ufe ; fo that we had either green corn or 
venifon, and fometimes both—which was comparatively, high 
living. When we could have plenty of green corn, or roafting- 
ears, the hunters became lazy, and fpent their time as already 
mentioned, in finging and dancing &c. They appeared to 
be fulfilling the fcriptures beyond thofe who profefs to be¬ 
lieve them, in that of taking no thought of to-morrow : 
and alfo in living in love, peace and friencfihip together, with¬ 
out difputes. In this refpeft, they fliame thofe who profefs 
Chriftianity. 

In this manner we lived, until October, then the geefe, lwans, 
ducks, cranes, &c. came from the north, and alighted on this lit¬ 
tle Lake, without number or innumerable. Sunyendeand is a 
remarkable place for filh, in the fpring, and fowl both in the 
fall and fpring. 

As our hunters Were now tired with indolence, and fond of 
their own kind of exercife, they all turned out to fowling, and 
in this could fcarce mifs of fucCefs ; fo that we had now plenty 
of homony and the belt of fowls ; and fometimes as a rarity we 
had a little bread, which was made of Indian corn njeal, pound- 
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•ed in a homony-block, mixed,with boiled beans, and baked in 
cakes under the a’fhes. 

This, with us was called good living, though not equal to our 
fat, roafted and boiled venifon, when we went to the woods in 
the fall; or bears Tneatand beaver in the winter; or fugar, bears 
oil, and dry venifon in the fpring. 

Some time in October, another adopted brother, older than 
Tontileaugo, came to pay us a vifit at Sunyendeand, and he 
afked me to take a hunt with him on Cayahaga. As they al¬ 
ways ufed me as a free man, and gave me the liberty of choofing, 
I told him that I was attached to Tontileaugo—had never feen 
him before, and therefore, a'feed.Tometime to. confider of this. 
He told me that the party he was going with would not be a- 
long, or at the mouth of this little lake, in lefs than fix days, 
and I could in this time be acquainted with him, and judge for 
myfelf. I confulted with Tontileaugo on this occafion, and he 
told me that our old brother Tecaughretanego, (which was his 
name) was a chief, and a better man than he was; and if I 
went with hirn I might expedt to be well ufed, but he faid I 
might do as I pleafed ; and if I Raid he would ufe me as he 
had done. I told him that he had acted in every refpedt, as a 
brother to me ; yet I was much pleafed with my old brother’s^ 
cdndudl and converfatioh; and as he was going to a part of the 
country I had never been in, I wiflied to go with him—he faid 
that he was perfectly willing. 

•I then went with Tecaughretanego, to the mouth of the little 
lake, where he met with the company he intended going with, 
which was compofed of, Caughnewagas, and Ottawas.— 
Here I was introduced to a Caughnewaga filler, and others I 
had|never before feen. My filler’s name was Mary, which they 
pronounced Maully. I alked Tecaughretanego how it came 
that Ihe had an Englilh name ; he faid that he did not know that 
it was an Englifh name ; but it was the name the priell gave 
her when Ihe was baptized, which he faid was the name of the 
mother of Jefus. He faid there were a great many of the 
Caughnewagas and Wiandots, that were a kind of half Roman- 
Catholics ; but as for himfelf, he faid, that the priell and him 
could not agree ; as they held notions that contradidled both- 
fenfe and reafon, and had the afiurance to tell him, that the 
book of God, taught them thefe foolifh abfurdities : but he could" 
not believe the great and goodfpirit ever taugh them any fuch 
nonfenfe: and therefore he concluded that the Indians’ old. re¬ 
ligion was better than this new way of worlhiping God. 

’The Ottawas have a very ufeful kind of tents which they 
carry with them, made of flags, plaited and Hitched together in. 
a very artful manner, fo as to turn rain, or wind well,—each 
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jftatis made fifteen feet long, and about five feet broad._ In or¬ 
der to ere£lthis' kind of tent, they cut a number of .long fcrait 
poles, which they drive in the ground, in form of a circle, lean¬ 
ing inwards; then they fpread the matts on thefe poles,—be¬ 
ginning at the bottom and extending up, leaving only a hole in 
the top uncovered—and this hole anfwers the place of a chim¬ 
ney. They make a fire of dry 7 fpjitvood, in the middle, and fpread 
down bark mats and Heins for bedding, on which they fieep ip 
a crooked pofture, all round the fire, as the length of their beds 
Will not admit of ftretching theml'elves. In place of a door they 
lift up cne end of a mat and creep in, and let the matiall down 
behind them. 

Thefe tents are warm and cLy, and tolerable clear of fmoke> 
Their lumber they keep under birch-bark canoes, which they 
carry out and turn up for a fhelter, where they keep every thing 
from the rain. Nothing is in the tents but themfelves and 
their bedding. 

This company had four birch canoes and. four tents. We 
Were kindly received, and they gave us plenty of homony, and 
wild fowl, boiledand roafted. As the geefe, ducks, fvvans, &c. 
here are well grain-fed, they were remarkably fat especially the 
green necked ducks. 

The wild fowl here, feed upon a kind of wild rice, that grows 
fpontaheoufly in the lhallow water, or wet places along the fides 
dr in the corners of the lakes. 

As the wind was high and we could not proceed on opr voy-i 
age, we remained here fcveral days, and killed abundance of 
wild fowl, and a number of racoons. 

When a company of Indians are moving together on the 
lake, as it is at this time of the year often dangerous failing-, 
the old men hold a council; and when they agree to embark} 
every one is engaged immediately in making ready, without of¬ 
fering one word again!! the meaftire, though the lake may be. 
bdiftercus and horrid. One morning tho’ the wind appeared t<y 
me to be as high as in days pad, and the billows raging, yet the 
call -was given yo.boo-yo.i_ob, vvhicb was quickly anfwered by all 
•^-cob-oob which fignlfies agreed. We were all inftantly enga¬ 
ged in preparing to ft art, arid had. confiderable difficulties in 
embarking. 

As foon as v/e got into our .canoes we fell to paddling with all 
our might, making out from the Ihore. Though.thefe fort of 
canoes ride waves beyond what could be expected, yet the wa¬ 
ter feveral times dallied into them. When we got out about 
half a mile from Ihore, we hoifted fail, and as it was nearly a 
Weft wind, we then feemed to ride the waves with eafe, and 
went on at a rapid rate. We then all laid down our paddles. 
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excepting one that fteered, and. there was no water dallied into 
our canoes, until we came near the fliore again. We failed a- 
bout fixty miles that day, and encamped fome time before 
night. 

I he next day we again embarked and went on very well for 
fome time ; but the lake being boifterous, and the wind not fair, 
we were obliged to make to fhore, which we accomplilhed with 

hard work and fome difficulty in landing-The next morning 

a council was held by the old men. 

As we had this day to pafs by along precipice of rocks, on 
the Ihore about nine miles, which rendered it impoffible for us 
to land, though the wind was high and the lake rough ; yet, 
as it was fair, we were all ordered to embark. We wrought 
ourfelves out from the fliore and hoifted fail (what we ufed in 
place of fail cloth, were our tent mats, which anfwered the 
place very well) and went on for fome time with a fair wind, 
until we were oppofite to the precipice, and then it turned tor 
wards the fliore, and we began to fear we fliould be • call upon 
the rocks. Two of the canoes were confiderably farther out 
from the rocks, than the canoe I was in. Thofe who were 
fartheft out in the lake did not let down their fails until they 
had paffed the precipice ; but as we were nearer the rock. 
We were obliged to lower our fails, and paddle with all our 
might. With much difficulty we cleared ourfelves of the rock, 
and landed. As the other canoes had landed*before us, there, 
were immediately runners fent off to fee if we were all fafely 
landed. ' 

This night the wind fell, and the next morning the lake was 
tolerably calm, and we embarked without difficulty, and paddled 
along near the ihore, until we came to the mouth of Cayahaga, 
which empties into Lake Erie on the fouth fide, betwixt Cane- 
fadooharie, and Prefq’Ifle, 

We turned up Cayahaga and encamped—where we ftaid 
and hunted for feveral days ; and fo we kept moving and hun* 
ting until we came to the forks of Cayahaga. 

This is a very gentle river, and but few riffles, or fwift run-* 
ningplaces, from the mouth to the forks. Deer here were toll 
erably plenty, large and fat; but bear and other game fcarce, 
'l he upland is hilly, and principally fecondand third rate land. 
The timber chiefly black-oak, white-oak, hickory, dogwood &c. 
The bottoms are rich and large, and the timber is walnut, lo-> 
cult, mulberry, fugar-tree, red-haw, black-haw, wild-appletreesi 
&c. The Weft Branch of this river interlocks with the Eaft 
Branch of Mulkingum 3 and the Eaft Branch with the Big Bea-> 
ver creek, that empties into the Ohio about thirty miles below 
Pittfburgh. 
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From the forks of Cayahaga to the Eafl: Branch of Mufkingum, 
there is a carrying place, where the Indians carry their canoes 
&c. from the waters of Lake Erie, into the waters of the O- 
hio. 

From the forks I went over with feme hunters, to the Eafl; 
Branch of Mufkingum, where they killed feveral deer, a num¬ 
ber of beavers, and returned heavy laden, with fkins and meat, 
which-we carried on our backs, as we had no horfes. 

The land here is chiefly fecond and third, rate, and the tim¬ 
ber chiefly oak and hickory. A little above the forks, on the 
Eafl; Branch of Cayahaga, are confiderable rapids, very rocky, 
for fome diftance ; but no perpendicular falls. 

About the firft of December, 1756, we were preparing for 
leaving the river: we buried our canoes, and as ufual hung up 
our fkins, and every one had a pack to carry : the fquaws alfo 
packed up their tents, which they carried in large rolls, that 
extended up above their heads ; and though a great hulk, yet 
not heavy. We fleered about a fouth eaft courfe and could 
not march over ten miles per day. At night we lodged in our 
flag tents, which when eredted, were nearly in the fhape of a 
fugar loaf, and about fifteen feet diameter at the ground. 

In this manner we proceeded about forty miles, and wintered 
in thefe tents, on the waters of Beaver creek, near a little lake 
or large pond, which is about two miles long, and one broad, 
and a remarkable place for beaver. 

It is a received opinion among the Indians, that the geefe 
turn to beavers, and the fnakes to racoons; and though Te- 
caughretanego, who was a wife man, was not fully perfuaded 
that this was true ; yet he feemed in fome meafure to be car¬ 
ried away with this whimfical notion. He faid that this pond 
had been always a plentiful place of beaver. Though he faid 
he knew them to be frequently all killed, (as he thought;) yet 
the next winter they would be as plenty as ever. And as the 
beaver was an animal that did not travel by land, and there be¬ 
ing no water communication, to, or from this pond—how could 
fuch a number of beavers get there year after year? But as this 
pond was alfo a confiderable place for geefe, when they 
came in the fall from the north, and alighted in this pond, they 
turned beavers, all but the foet, which remained nearly the 
fame. 

I faid, that though there was no water communication, in, 
or put of this pond ; yet it appeared that it was fed by fprings, 
as it was always clear and never ftagnated: and as a very 
large fpring rofe about a mile below this pond, it was likely 
that this fpring came from this pond. In the fall when this 
fpring i§ cormparatively low there would be air under ground 
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fuflrcient for the beavers to breathe in, with their heads above 
water, for they cannot live long under water, and fo they might 
have a fubterraneous paffage by water into this pond.—Te- 
caughretanego, granted that it might be fo. 

About the iides of this pond there grew great abundance of 
cranberries,, which the-Indians gathered-up on the ice, When 
ttie pond was frosen over. The fie berries v/ere about as lar£e as 
r;r.e bui*ets—of a aright red color—an agreeable four,--though 
rather too four of themfelves; but when mixed with fugar, 
had a very agreeable tatte. 

In cop variation with Tecaughretancgo, I happened to be 
talking of the beavers’ catching fifh. He a died me why I 
thought that the beaver caught fin? I told him that I had read 
of the beaver mailing dams for the convenience of filling. He 
laughed, and mad? game of me and my book. He faid the man 
that wrote that book knew nothing about the beaver. The 
beaver never did eat flefh of any kind ; but lived on the bark 
of trees, roots, and other vegetables. 

In order to know certainly how this was, when wb killed a 
beaver I carefully examined the" inteftihes but found no ap¬ 
pearance of fifu ; I afterwards made an experiment on a petr 
beaver which we had, and found that it would neither eat ffli 
or flefli; therefore I acknowledged- that the book I had read 
was wrong. 

I a Iked him if the beaver was an amphibious animal, or if it 
could live under water ? He faid that the beaver was a kind of 
fubtcrrarie'bus water animal, that lives in or near the witfer? 
but they v/ere no more amphibious than the ducks and geelb/ 
were—which was cohftantly proven to be the cafe ; as all the* 
beavers that are caught in Heel traps are drowned, provided 
the trap be heavy enough to keep them under water. As the 
beaver does not eat f ib, I enquired of Tecaughretancgo why 
the beaver made fuch large dams ? He faid they were of ufe to', 
them in various reipefts—both for their {Safety and food. For- 
their fafety, as by railing the water over the mouths of their 
holes, or fubterraneous lodging places, they could not be eafily 
found: and as the beaver feeds chiefly on the bark of trees, by 
railing the water over the banks, they can cut down Tapplings 
for bark to feed upon without going out miich upon the land:, 
and when they are obliged to go out on land for this food they 
frequently are caught by the wolves. As the beaver can run 
upon land, but little fatter than a water tortoife, and is no fight¬ 
ing animal, if they are anydiftance from the water they become 
an eafy prev to their enemies. 

„ I afked T ecabghr etanego, what was the ufe of the beaver’s 
Hones, or glands,^ to them';—as'the fhe beaver has two pair. 
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-which is commonly, called the oil ftones, and the bark ftones ? 
Hefaid that as the beavers are the dumbeft of all animals, and 
fcarcely ever make any noife ; and as they were working crea¬ 
tures, they made ufe of this fmeil in order to work in concert. 
If an old beaver was to come on the bank and rub his breech 
upon the ground, and raife a perfume, the others will collefk 
from different places and go to work : this is aifo of ufe to 
them in travelling, that they may thereby fearch out and find 
their company. Cunning hunters finding this out, have made 
ufe of it againft the beaver, in order to catch them. What is 
the bait which you fee them make ufe of, but a compound of the 
oil and bark ftones ? By this perfume, which is only a falfe fignal 
they decoy them to the trap. 

Near this pond, beaver was the principal game. Before the 
the waters froze up, we caught a great many with wooden and 
fteel traps : but after that, we hunted the beaver on the ice. 
Same places here the beavers build large houfes to live in ; and 
in other places they have fubterraneous lodgings in the banks. 
Where they lodge in the ground we have no* chance of hunting 
them on the ice ; but where they have houfes we go with. 
Trails and handfpikes, and break all the hollow ice, to prevent 
them from getting their heads above the water under it. Them 
W£ break a hole in the houfe and they make their efcape into 
the water ; but as they, cannot live long under water, they are 
obliged to go to fame of thofe broken places to breathe, and the 
Indians, commonly put in their hands, catch them by the hind 
leg, hawl them on the ice, and tomahawk them. Sometimes 
they Ihoot them in the head, when they raife it above the water. 

I afked the Indians if they were not afraid to catch the bea¬ 
vers with their hands ? they faid no: they were not much of a 
biking creature; yet if they would catch them by the fore foot 
they would bite. 

I went out with Tecaughretanego, and fome others a beaver 
hunting: but we did not fucceed, and on our return we faw 
where feveral racoons had pafied, while the fnow was feft; tho’ 
there was now a cruft upon it, we all made a halt looking at the 
racoon tracks. As they faw a tree with a hole in it they told 
me to go and fee if they had gone in thereat; and if they had 
to halloo, and they would come and take them out. When I 
went to that tree, I found they had gone paft ; but I faw ano¬ 
ther the .way they had went, and proceeded to examine that, 
and found they had'gone up it. I then began to holloo, but 
could have no anfwer. 

As it began to fnow and blow moft violently, I returned and 
proceeded after my company, and for fome time could fee their 
tracks ; but th'e old, fnow being only.about three inches, deep, 
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and a cruft updn it, the prefent driving fnow food filled up 
the tracks. As I had only a bow, arrows and tomahawk, 
with me, and no wjiy to ftrike fire, I appeared to be in a difmal 
fituation—and as the air was dark with fnow, I had little more 
profpedf of fleering my courfe, than I would in the night. At 
length I came to a hollow tree, With a hole at one fide that I 
could go in at. I went in, and found that it was a dry place, and 
the hollow about three feet diameter, and high enough for me 
to ftand in. I found that there was alio a confiderable quanti¬ 
ty of foft, dry rotten wood, around this hollow: I therefore 
concluded that I would lodge here ; and that I would go to 
work, and flop up the door of my houfe. I ftripped off my 
blanket, (which was all the clothes that I had, excepting a 
breech-clout, legg’ms and mockafons,) and with my tomahawk, 
fell to chopping at the top of a fallen tree that lay near and 
carried wood and fet it up on end againft the door, until I had 
it three or four feet thick, all round, excepting a hole I had left 
to creep in at. I had a block prepa'red that I could hawl after 
me, to flop this hole : and before I went in I put in a number 
of final! flicks, that I might more effedtually flop it on the infide. 
When I went in, I took my tomahawk and cut down all the 
dry rotten wood I could get, and beat it fmall. With it I 
made a bed like a goofe-neft or hog-bed, and with the fmall flicks 
flopped every hole, until my houfe was almoft dark. I ftripped 
off my mockafons, and danced in the centre of my bed for about 
half an hour, in order to warm myfelf. In this time my feet 
and whole body were agreeably warmed. The fnow, in the 
mean while, had flopped all the holes, fo that my houfe was as 
dark as a dungeon ; though I knew it could not yet be dark out 
of doors. I then coiled myfelf up in my blanket, lay down in 
my little round bed, and had a tolerable nights lodging. When 
I awoke, all was dark—not the leaft glimmering of light was to 
be feen. Immediately I reco!le6led that I was not to expedt 
light in this new habitation, as there was neither door nor win¬ 
dow in it. As I could hear the ftorm raging, and did not fuffer 
much cold, as I was then fituated, I concluded I would flay in 
my neft until I was certain it was day. When I had reafon to 
conclude that it furely was day, I arofe and put on my mock¬ 
afons, which I had laid under my head to keep from Freezing. 
I then endeavored to find the door, and had to do all by the 
, fenfe of feeling, which took me fome time. At length I found 
the block, but it being heavy, and a large quantity of fnow ha¬ 
ving fallen on it, at the firft attempt I did not move it. I then 
felt terrified—among all the hardlhips I had fuftained, I never 
knew before, what it was to be thus, deprived of light. This, 
with the other circumftances attending it, appeared grievous. 
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I went ftraightway to bed again, wrapped my blanket round mg, 
and lay and mufed awhile, and then prayed to almighty God to 
direct and protefil mer, as he had done heretofore. I once again 
^attempted to move away the block, which proved fuccefsful: 
it moved about nine inches—With this a confiderable quantity 
of fnow fell in from above, and I immediately received light; 
fo that I found a very great fnow had fallen, above what I had 
ever feen in one night. I then knew why I could not eafily 
move the block, and I was fo rejoiced at obtaining the light, 
that all my other difficulties feemed to vaniih. I then turned 
into my cell, and returned God thanks for having once more 
received the light of Heaven. At length I belted my blanket 
about me, got my tomahawk, bow and arrows, and went out of 
my den. 

I was now in tolerable high fpirits, tho’ the fnow had fall¬ 
en above three feet deep, in addition to what was on the ground 
before; and the only imperfefil guide I had, in order to fleer 
my courfe to camp, was the trees ; as the mofs generally grows 
on the north-weft fide of them, if they are ftraight. I proceeded, 
on, wading through the fnow, and about twelve o’clock (as it 
appeared afterwards, from that time to night, for it was yet 
cloudy,) I came upon the creek that our camp was on, about 
half a mile below the camp ; and when I came in fight of the 
camp, I found that there was great joy, by the fliouts and yel¬ 
ling of the boys, &c. 

When I arrived, they all came round me, and received me 
gladly; but at this time no queftions were afked, and I was ta¬ 
ken into a tent, where they gave me plenty of fat beaver meat, 
and then alked me to fmoke. When I had done, Tecaughreta- 
nego defired me to walk out to a fire they had made. I went 
out, and they all collefited round me, both men women and 
boys. Tecaughretanego alked me to give them a particular 
account of what had happened from the time they left, me yef- 
terday, until now. I told them the whole of the ftory, and 
they never interrupted me ; but when I made a flop, the in¬ 
tervals were filled with loud acclamations of joy. As I could 
not, at this time, talk Ottawa or Jibewa well, (which is nearly 
the fame) I delivered my ftory in Caughnewaga. As my After 
Molly’s hufband was a Jibewa and could underftand Caugh¬ 
newaga, he a filed as interpreter, and delivered my ftory to the 
Jibewas and Ottawas, which they received with pleafure. 
When all this was done, Tecauretanego made a fpeech to me 
in the following manner: 

“ Brother , 

w You fee we have prepared fnow-lhoes to go after you, and 
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ttrere almofl ready to go, when you appeared ; yet, as you had. 
not been accuflomed to hardihips in your country, to the eaft, 
we never expected to fee you alive. Now, we are glad to fee 
you, in various refpedls : we are glad to fee you on your own 
account; and we are glad to fee the profpe6t of your filling the 
place of a great man, in whofe room you were adopted. We 
do not blame you for what has happened, we blame ourfelves ; 
becaufe, we did not think of this driving fnow filling up the 
tracks, until after we came to camp. 
u Brother , 

u Your condu6l on this occafion hath pleafed us much: You 
have given us an evidence of your fortitude, fkill and refolu- 
tion : and we hope you will always go on to do great a&ions, 
as it is only great actions that can make a great man.’* 

I told my brother Tecaughretanego, that I thanked them for 
the;r care of me, and for the kindnefs I always received. I 
told him that I always wiflied to do great a6iions, and hoped I 
never would do any thing to difhonor any of thofe with whom 
I was connected. I Iikewife told my Jibewa brother-in-law to 
tell his people that I alfo thanked them for their care and kind¬ 
nefs. 

The next morning fome of the hunters went out on fnow- 
fhoes, killed feveral deer, and hauled fome of them into camp 
Upon the fnow. They fixed their carrying firings, (which are 
broad in the middle, and fmall at each e'nd,) in the fore feet and 
nofe of the deer, and laid the broad part of it on their heads or 
about their fhoulders, and pulled it along-; and when it is mov¬ 
ing, will not fink in the fnow much deeper than a fnow-fhoe; and 
when taken with the grain of the hair, flips along very eafy. 

The fnow-fhoes are made like a hoop net, and wrought with 
buck-fkin thongs. Each fhoe is about two feet and an half 
long, and about eighteen inches broad, before, and fmall behind, 
with crofs bars, in order to fix or tie them to their feet. Af¬ 
ter the fnow had lay a few days, the Indians tomahawked the 
deer, by purfuing them in this manner. 

About two weeks after this, there came a warm rain, and 
took away the chief part of the fnow, and broke up the ice : 
then we engaged in making wooden traps/to catch beavers, as 
we had but few fteel traps. Thefe traps are made nearly in 
the fame manner as the racoon traps already defcribed. 

One day as I was looking after my traps, I got benighted, 
by beaver ponds intercepting my way to camp ; and as I had 
negledled to take fire-works with me, and the weather very* 
cold, I could find no fuitable lodging place, therefore the only 
expedient I could think of to keep myfelf from freezing, was 
exercife. I danced and halloo’d the whole night with all my 
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might, and the ne£t day came to t~mp. The >gh I fuflfered 
much more this time than the other night I lay out, yet the 
Indians were not fo much concerned, as they thought I had fire 
works with me ; but when they knew how it was, they did not 
blame me. They laid that old hunters were frequently involv¬ 
ed in this place, as the beaver dams were one above another 
on every creek and run, fo that it is hard to find a fording 
place. They applauded me for my fortitude, and faid as they 
had now plenty of beaver-lkins, they would purchafe me a new 
gun at Detroit, as we were to go there the nextfpring; and 
then if I ftiould chance to be loft in dark weather, I could make 
fire, kill provifion, and return to camp when the fun Ihined. 
By being bewildered on the waters of Mufldngum, I loft repute, 
and was reduced to the bow and arrow} and by lying out two 
nights here, I regained my credit. 

After fome time the waters all froze again, and then, as for¬ 
merly, we hunted beavers on the ice. Though beaver meat, 
without fait or bread, was the chief of our food this winter, 
yet we had always plenty, and I was well contented with my 
diet, as it appeared delicious fare, after the way we had lived 
the winter before. 

Sometime in February, we fcaffolded up our fur and lkins, and 
moved about ten miles in queft of a fugar camp, or a fuitable 
place to makedugar, and encamped in a large bottom, on the 
headwaters of Big Beaver creek. We had fome difficulty in 
moving, as we had a blind Caughnewaga boy about 15 years of 
age, to lead ; and as this country is very brulhy we frequently 
had him tocarry;—We hadalfo my Jibewa brother-in-law’s fa¬ 
ther with us, who was thought by the Indians to be a great con- 
uror—his name was Manetohcoa—this old man was fo decre¬ 
pit, that we had to carry him this route upon a bier,—and all 
our baggage to pack on our backs. 

Shortly after we came to this place the fquaws began to 
make fugar. We had no large kettles with us this year, and 
they made the froft, in fome meafure, fupply the place of fire, 
in making fugar. Their large bark veflels, for holding the 
ftock-water, they made broad and {hallow ; and as the weather 
is very cold here, it frequently freezes at night in fugar time; 
and the ice they break and call out of the veflels. I afked them 
if they were not throwing away the fugar ? they faid no: it 
was water they were calling away, fugar did not freeze, and 
there was fcarcely any in that ice. They faid I might try the 
experiment, and boil fome of it, and. fee what I would get. I 
never did try it; but I obferved that after feveral times freez¬ 
ing, the water that remained in the veffel, changed its color and 
became brown and very fweet. , 
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About the time we were done making fugar the fnow went 
off the ground; and one night a fquaw raifed an alarm. She 
faid flie faw two men with guns in their hands, upon the bank 
on the other fide of the creek, fpying our tents—they were 
fuppofedto be Johnfton’s Mohawks. On this the fqnawswere 
ordered to flip quietly out, fome diftance into the bullies ; and 
all who had either guns or bows were to fquat in the bullies 
near the tents ; and if the enemy rulhed up, we were to give 
them thefirft fire, and let the fquaws have an opportunity of e- 
fcaping. I got down befide Tecaughretanego, and he whifpered 
to me not to be afraid, for he would fpeak to the Mohawks, and 
as they fpake the fame tongue that we did, they would not hurt 
the Caughnewagas, or me: but they would kill all the Jibewas 
and Ottawas that they could, and take us along with them. 
This news pleafed me well, and I heartily wiflied for the ap¬ 
proach of the Mohawks. 

Before we withdrew from the tents they had carried Mane- 
tohcoa, to the fire and gave him his conjuring tools; which 
were dyed feathers, the bone of the lhoulder blade of a wildcat, 
tobacco &c. and while we were in the bulhes, Manetohcoa was 
in a tent at the fire, conjuring away to the utmoft of his abili¬ 
ty. At length he called aloud for us all to come in, which was 
quickly obeyed. When we came in, he told us that after he 
had gone through the whole of his ceremony, and expe&ed to 
fee a number of Mohawks on the flat bone when it was warmed 
at the fire, the pidlures of two wolves only appeared. He faid 
tho there were no Mohawks about, we muff not be angry with 
the fquaw for giving a falfe alarm; as Ihe had occalion to go 
out and happened to fee the wolves, though it was moon light; 
yet ihe got afraid, and flie conceited it was Indians, with guns 
in their hands, fo he faid we might all go to fleep for there was 
no danger—and accordingly we did. 

The next morning we went to the place, and found wolf 
tracks, and where they had fcratched with their feet like dogs ; 
but there was no fign of mockafon tracks. If there is any fuch 
thing as a wizzard, I think Manetohcoa was as likely to be one, 
as any man, as he was a profeffed worfhiper of the devil.—But 
let him be a conjuror or not, I am perfuaded that the Indians 
believed what he told them upon this occafion, as well as if it 
had come from an infallible oracle; or they would not after 
fuch an alarm as this, go all to fleep in an unconcerned man¬ 
lier. This appeared to me the moft like witchcraft, of any 
thing I beheld while I was with them. Though I fcrutinizei 
their proceedings in bufinefs of this kind; yet I generally found 
that their pretended witchcraft, was either art or miftaken no¬ 
tions whereby they deceived themfelves.—Before a battle they 
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fpy the enemy’s motions carefully, andwhen they find that the) 
can have confiderable advantage, and the greateft profpedt of 
fuccefs, then the old men pretend to conjure, or to tell what 
the event will be,—and this they do in a figurative manner, 
which will bear fotpething of a different interpretation, which 
generally comes to pafs nearly as they foretold; therefore the 
young warriors generally believed thefe old conjurors, which had 
a tendency to animate, and excite them to pufh on with vigor. 

Some time in March 1757 we began to move back to the 
forks of Cayahaga, which was about forty or fifty miles ; and 
as we had no horfes, we had all our baggage and feveral hun¬ 
dred weight of beaver ikins, and fome deer and bear fkins—all 
to pack on our backs. The method we took to accomplish this 
was by making fhort day’s journies. In the morning we would 
move on with as jnuch as we were able to carry, about five 
miles, and encamp ; and then run back for more. We com¬ 
monly made three fuch trips in the day. When we came to 
the great pond, weftaid there one day to reft ourfelves and to 
kill ducks and geefe. 

While we remained here I went in company with a young 
Caughnewaga, who was about fixteen or feventeen years of 
age, Chinnohete by name, in order to gather crannberries. As 
he was gathering berries at fome diftance from me, three Jibe- 
wa fquaws crept up undiscovered and made at him fpeedily, but 
he nimbly efcaped and came to me apparently terrified. I 
afked him what he was afraid of? he replied did you not fee 
thofe fquaws ? I told him I did, and they appeared to be in a 
very good humour. I afked him wherefore then he was afraid 
of them ? He faid the Jibewa fquaws were very bad women, 
and had a very ugly cuftora among them. I afked him what 
that cuftom was ? he faid that when two or three of them could 
catch a young lad, that was betwixt a man and a boy, out by 
himfelf, if they could overpower him, they would ftrip him by 
force in order to fee whether he was coming on to be a man or 
not. He faid that was what they intended when they crawled 
up, and ran fo violently at him, but faid he, I am very glad that 
I fo narrowly efcaped. I then agreed with Chinnohe te in con¬ 
demning this as a bad cuftom, and an exceeding immodeft action 
foryoung women to be guilty of. 

From our fugar camp on the head waters of Big Beaver creek, 
to this place is not hilly, and fome places the woods are tolera¬ 
bly clear: but in moft places exceeding brufhy. The land here 
is chiefly fecond and third rate. The timber on the upland is 
white-oak, black-oak, hickory and chefnut: there is alfo. in fome 
places walnut up land, and plenty of good water. The bottoms 
here are generally large andgood. 
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We again proceeded on from the pond to the forks of Caya- 
haga, at the rate of about five miles per day. 

The land on this route is not very hilly, it is well watered, 
and, in many places ill timbered, generally brulhy, and chiefly 
fecond and third rate land, intermixed with good bottoms. 

When we came to the forks, we found that the fldns we had 
fcaffolded were all fafe. Though this was a public place, and 
Indians frequently palling, and our Ikins hanging up in view ; 
yet there was none ftolen ; and it is feldom that Indians do fteal 
any thing from one another; and they fay they never did, until 
the white people came among them, and learned fome of them, 
to lie, cheat and fteal,—but be that as it may, they never did 
curfe or fwear, until the whites learned them; fome think their 
language will not admit of it, but I am not of that opinion, if 
I was fo difpofed, I could find language to curfe or fwear, in the 
Indian tongue. 

I remember that Tecaughretanego, when fomething difpleaf- 
edhim, faid, Goddamn it.—Iaikedhim if he knew what he 
then faid ? he faid he did ; and mentioned one of their degra¬ 
ding exprelfions, which he fuppofedto be the meaning or fome¬ 
thing like the meaning of what he had faid. I told him that it 
did not bear the leaft refemblance to it; that what he faid, was 
calling upon the great fpirit to punilh the objedt he was dif- 
pleafed with. He ftood for fometvue amazed, and then faid, if 
this be the meaning of thefe words what fort of people are the 
whites ? when the traders were among us thefe words feemed 
to be intermixed with all their difcourfe. He told me to re- 
confider what I had faid, for he thought I mnft be miftaken in 
my definition; if I was not miftaken, he faid, the traders applied 
thefe words not only wickedly, but often times very fooliftily and 
contrary to fenfe or reafon. He faid he remembered once of a 
trader’s accidentally breaking his gun lock, and on that occafion 
calling out aloud God damn it—furely faid he the gun lock was 
not an objedl worthy of punifliment for Owaneeyo, or the Great 
Spirit : he alfo obferved the traders often ufed this expreflion, 
when they were in a good humour and not difpleafed with any 
thing.—I acknowledged that the traders ufed this expreflion 
very often, in a moft irrational, inconfiftent, and impious man¬ 
ner ; yet I ftill aflerted that I had given the true meaning of 
thefe words.-—He replied, if fo, the traders are as bad as 
Oonafahroona, or the under ground inhabitants, which is the 
name they give the devils ; as they entertain a notion that their 
place of relidence is under the earth. 

We took up our birch-bark canoes which we had buried, and 
found that t hey were not damaged by the winter ; but they not 
b^ing fufljcvent to carry all that we now had, we made a large 
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chefnut bark canoe ; as elm bark was not to be found at this 
place. 

We all embarked, and bad a very agreeable paflage down the 
Cayahaga, and along the fouth fide of Lake Erie, until we paff- 
ed the mouth of Sandulky ; then the wind arofe, and we put in 
at the mouth of the Miami of the Lake, at Cedar Point, where 
we remained feveral days, and killed a number of Turkeys, 
geefe, ducks and fwans. The wind being fair, and the lake 
not extremely rough, we again embarked, hoifted up fails, and 
arrived fafe at the Wiandot town, nearly oppofite to Fort De¬ 
troit, on the north fide of the river. Here we found a number 
of French traders, every one very willing to deal with us for 
our beaver. 

We bought ourfelves fine clothes, amunition, paint, tobac¬ 
co, &c. and according to promife, they purchased me a new 
gun : yet we had parted with only about one third of our bea¬ 
ver. At length a trader came to town with French Brandy: 
We purchafed a keg of it, and held a council about who was 
to get drunk, and who was to keep fober. I was invited to get 
drunk, but I refufed the propofal—then they told me that I 
mull; be one of thofe who were to take care of the drunken peo¬ 
ple. I did not like this ; but of two evils I chofe that which 
I thought w r as the leaft—and fell in with thofe who were to 
conceal the arms, and keep every dangerous weapon we could, 
out of their way, and endeavor, if poffible to keep the drinking 
club from killing each other, which was a very hard talk. Se¬ 
veral times we hazarded our own lives, and got ourfelves hurt, 
in preventing them from flaying each other. Before they had 
finilhed this keg, near one third of the town was introduced 
to this drinking club ; they could not pay their part, as they 
had already difpofed of all their fldns ; but that made no odds, 
all were welcome to drink. 

When they were done with this keg, they applied to the tra¬ 
ders, and procured a kettle full of brandy at a time, which they 
divided out with a large wooden fpoon,—and fo they went on 
and never quit while they had a Angle beaver Ikin. 

When the trader had got all our beaver, he moved off" to the 
Ottawa town, about a mile above the Wiandot town. 

When the brandy was gone, and the drinking club fober, 
they appeared muchdejedled. Some of them were crippled, o- 
thers badly wounded, a number of their fine new Ihirts tore, and 
feveral blankets were burned:—a number of fquaws were alfo 
in this club, and negledted their corn planting. 

We could now hear the effedls of the brandy in “the Ottawa 
town. They were finging and yelling in the moll hideous man- 
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ner, both night and day; but their frolip ended worfe than 
ours; five Ottawas were killed and a great many wounded* 

After this a number of young Indians weregetting their ears 
cut, and they urged me to have mine cutlikewife ; but they did 
-not attempt to compel me, though they endeavoured to per- 
fuade me. The principal arguments they ufed were its being a 
very great ornament, and alfo the common fafhion—The former 
I did not believe, and the latter I could not deny. The way 
they performed this operation was by cutting the flefliy part of 
the circle of the ear clofe to tfie griftle quite through. 
When this was done they wrapt rags round this flefliy part un¬ 
til it was entirely healed; then they hung lead to it and ftretched 
it to a wonderful length : when it was fufficiently ftretched, 
they wrapt the flefliy part round withbrafs wire, which formed 
it into a femicircle about four inches diameter. 

Many of the young men were now exercifing themfelves in 
a game refembling foot ball; though they commonly ftruck the 
ball with a crooked flick, .made for that purpofe; alfo a game 
fomething like this, wherein they ufed a wooden ball, about 
three inches diameter, and the inftrument they moved it with 
was a ftrongftaff about five feet long, with a hoop net on the 
end of it, large enough to contain the ball. Before they begin 
the play, they lay off'about half a mile diftance in a clear plain, 
•and the oppofite parties all attend at the centre, where a difin- 
terefted perfon cafts up the ball then the opofite parties all con¬ 
tend for it. If any one gets it into his net, he runs with it the 
way he willies it to go, and they all purfue him. If one of 
the oppofite party overtakes the perfon with the ball, he gives 
the ftaff a ftroke which caufes the ball to fly out of the net ; 
then they have another debate for it ; and if the one that gets 
it can outrun ail the opofite party, and can carry it quite out, 
or over the line at the end, the game is won; but this feldom 
happens. When any one is running away with the ball, and is 
like to be overtaken, he commonly throws it, and with this in¬ 
ftrument can call it fifty or fixty yards. Sometimes when the 
bail is almoft at the one end, matters will take a fudden turn, 
and the oppofite party may quickly carry it out- at the other 
end. Oftentimes they will work a long while back and for¬ 
ward before they can get the ball over the line, or win the 
game. 

About the firft of June 1757 the warriors were preparing to 
go to war, in the Wiandot, Pottowatomy, and Ottawa towns ; 
alfo a great many Jibewas’ came down from the upper lakes ; and 
after finging their war fongs and going through their common 
ceremonies, they marched off againft the frontiers of Virginia, 
Maryland and Pennfylyania. 





r ** 3 

land, and Penhfylvania, in their ufual manner, Tinging the tra¬ 
velling Tong, flow firing, &c. 

On the northfideof the river St. Laurence, oppofite to Fort 
Detroit, there is an ifland, which the Indians call the Long I t 
fiami, and which they fay is above one thoufand miles long, and 
in fome places above one hundred miles broad. They further 
fay that the great river that comes down by Canefataiiga and 
that empties into the main branch of St. Laurence, above 
Montreal, originates from one fource, with the St. Lawrence, 
and forms this ifland. 

Oppofite to Detroit, and below it, was originally a prairie, and 
laid off in lots about lixty rods broadband a great length: each, 
lot is divided int'6 two fields, which they cultivate year about. 
The principal grain that the French raifed in thefe fields was 
fpring wheat, and peas. 

They built all their houfes on the front of thefe lots on the 
river fide ; and as the banks of the river are very low, fome of 
the houfes are not above three or four feet above the furface of 
the water; yet they are in no danger of being difturbed by 
frefhes, as the river feldom rifes above eighteen inches ; be- 
caufe it is the communication, of the river St. Laurence, from 
one lake to another. 

As dwelling-houfefe, barns, and ftables are all built on the front 
of thefe lots ; at a diftance it appears like a continued ro.w of 
houfes in a town, on each fide of the river for a long way. Thefe 
villages, the town, the river and the plains, being all in view at 
©nee, affords a moft delightful profpeft. 

The inhabitants here chiefly drink the river Water ; and as 
it comes from the northward it is very wholefome. 

The land here is principally fecond rate, and comparatively 
fpeaking, a finall part is firft or third rate ; tho about four or 
five miles fouth of Detroit, their is a fmall portion that is worfe 
than what I would call third rate, which produces abundance 
of hurtle berries. 

. There is plenty of good meadow ground here, anda great ma¬ 
ny marfhes that are overfpread with water.—The timber is elm, 
fugar-tree, black-alh, white-alh, abundance of water-afli, oak, 
hickory, and fome ' alnut. 

About the midr.e of June the Indians were almoftall gone to 
war, from fixteen to fixty ; yet Teeaughretanego remained in 
town with me. Tho he had formerly, when they were at war 
with tire fouthern nations been a great warrior, and an emi¬ 
nent counfellor ; and I think as clear and as able a reafoner 
upon any fubjeft that he had an opportunity of being acquaint¬ 
ed with, as I ever knew j yet he had all along been againft 
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this war, and had ftreneoufly oppofed it in council. He faid if 
the English and French had a quarrel let them fight their own 
battles themfelves ; it is not our bufinefs to intermeddle there¬ 
with. 

Before the warriors returned we were very fcarce of pro- 
vifion : and tho we did not commonly fteal from one another} 
yet we ftole during this time any thing that we could eat from 
the French, under the notion that it was juft for us to do fo ; 
becaufe they fupported their foldiers ; and our fquaws, old men 
and children were fuffering on the account of the war, as our 
hunters were all gone. 

Some time in Auguft the warriors returned, bnd brought in 
with them a great many fcalps, priToners, horfes and plunder ; 
and the common report among the young warriors, was, that 
they would intirely fubdue Tulhafaga, that is the Englifti, of 
•it might be literally rendered the Morning Light inhabitant's. 

About the firft of November a number of families were pre¬ 
paring to go on their winter hunt, and all agreed to crofs the 
lake together. We encamped at the mouth of the river the firft 
•night, and a council was held, whether v we would crofs thro’ by 
the three illands, or coaft i round the lake. Thefe ifiands lie in 
a line acrols the lake, and are juft in fight of each other. Some 
of the Wiandots or _ Ottawas frequently make their winter 
hunt on thefe ifland. Tho excepting wild fowl and fifli, there 
isTcarcely any game here but racoons which are amazingly 
plenty, and exceeding large and fat; as they feed upon the wild 
rice, which grows in abundance in wet places round thefe i- 
rftands. It is fard that each hunter in one winter will catch 
one thoufand racoons. 

It is a received opinion among the Indians that the fnakes 
and racoons are tranfmutable ; and that a great many of the 
f akes turn racoons every fall, and racoons fnakes every fpring. 
This notion rs founded on obfervations made on the fnakes 
and racoons in this ifland. 

As the racoons here lodge in rocks, the trappers make their 
wooden traps at the mouth of the holes ; and asthey go daily to 
look at their traps,in the winter feafon, they commonly find them 
filled with racoons ; but in the fpring or when the froft is out 
. of the ground, they fay, they then find their traps filled with 
rlarge rattle fnakes. And therefore conclude that the racoons 
• are transformed. They alfo fay that the reafon why they are 
fo remarkably plenty in the winter, is, every fall the fnakes 
turn racoons again. 

I told them tnat tho I had never landed on any of thefe iflands, 
: yet from the unanimous accounts I had received, I believed 
that both fnakes and racoons were plenty there ; but no doubt 
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they all remained there both, fummer and winter, only the {hakes 
were not to be feen in the latter; yet I did not believe that 
they were tranfmutable, 

Thefe iflands are but feldom vifited ; becaufe early in the 
fpring and late in the fall it is dangerous failing in their bark 
canoes ; and in the fummer they are fo infefted with various 
kinds of ferpents, {but chiefly rattle fnakes,) that jt is dange¬ 
rous landing. 

I fhall now quit this digreffion, and return to the refult of 
the council at the mouth of the river. We concluded to ccaft 
it round the lake, and in two days we came .a the mouth of the 
Miami of the Lake, and landed on cedar point, where we re¬ 
mained feveral days. Here we held a council, and concluded 
we would take a driving hunt in concert, and in partnerfhip. 

The river in this place is about a mile broad, and as it and 
the lake forms a kind of neck, which terminates in a point, all 
the hunters (which were fifty-three) went up the river, and 
we fcattered ourfelves from the river to the lake. When 'we 
firft began to move we were not in fight of each other, but a? 
we all raifed the yell, we could move regularly together by the 
noife. At length we came in fight of each other and appeared 
to be marching in good order ; before \ye came to the point, 
both tlje fquaws and boys in the canoes were fcattered up the 
river, and along the lake, to prevent the deer from making their 
cfca-pe by water. As we advanced near the point the guns 
began to crack ilowly ; and after fome time the firing was like 
a little engagement. The fquaws and boys were bufy toma- 
hawkingthe deer in the water, and we {hooting them down on 
the land :—We killed in all about thirty deer : tho a great ma¬ 
ny made their efcape by water. 

We had now great feafting and rejoicing, as we had plenty 
of homony, venifon, and wild fowl. The geefe at this tima ap¬ 
peared to be preparing to move fouthward—It might be a Iked 
what is meant by the geefe preparing to move ? The Indians 
reprefent them as holding a great council at this time concern¬ 
ing the weather in order to conclude upon a day, that they may 
all ator near one time leave the Northern Lakes, and wing their 
way to the fouthern bays. When matters are brought to aeon- 
clufion and the time appointed that they are to take wing, then 
they fay, a great number of expreffes are fent off, in order to 
let the different tribes know-the refult of this council, that 
they may be all jn readir.efs to move at the time appointed. 
As there is a great commotion among the geefe at this time, it 
would appear by their adlions, that Tuch a council had been 
held. Certain it is, that they are le.d by inftidl to act in 
concert and to mpve off regularly aftpr their leaders. 
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Here our company feparated. The chief part of them went 
up the Miami river, that erpptiites into Lake Erie, at cedar pointy 
whilft we proceeded on our journey in company with Tecaugh- 
yetanego, Tontileaugo, and two families of the Wiandots. 

As cold weather was now approaching, we began to feel the 
doleful effedls of extravagantly and foolilhly fpending the large 
quantity of beaver we had taken in our laid winters hunt. We 
■were all nearly in the fame circumftances—fearcely one had a 
fhirt to his back ; but each of us had an old blanket which we 
belted round us in the day, and flept in at night, with a deer or 
bear Ikin under us fpr our bed. 

When we came to to the falls of Sandulky, we buried our 
birch bark canoes as ufual, at a large burying place for that 
purpofe, a little below the falls. At this place the river falls 
About eight feet over a rock, but not perpendicular. With 
jnueh difficulty we pu&ed up our wooden canoes, feme of us 
went up the river, and the reft by land with the horfes, until 
we came to the great meadows or prairies that lie between 
Sandulky and Sciota. 

When we came to this place we met with fome Ottawa hun¬ 
ters, and agreed with them to take, what they call a ring hunt, 
in partnerlhip. We waited until we expedled rain was near 
falling to extinguifli the fire, and then we kindled a large circle 
in the prairie. At this time, or before the bucks began to run 
a great number of deer lay concealed in the grafs, in the day, 
and moved about in the night; but as the fire burned in to¬ 
wards the centre of the circle, the deer fled before the fire : the 
Indians were fcattered alfo at fome diftance before the fire, and 
Ihotthem down every opportunity, which was very frequent, ef- 
■pecially as the circle became fmall. When we came to divide 
the deer, there were above ten to each hunter, which were all 
killed in a few hours. The rain did not come on that night to. 
put out the out-fide circle of the fire, and as the wind aroie, it 
extended thro the whole prairie which was about fifty miles in. 
length, and in fome places near twenty in breadth. This put an 
end to our ring hunting this feafon, and was in other refpe6ls an 
injury to us in the hunting bufinefs ; fo that upon the whole we 
received more harm that benefit by our rapid hunting frolic. 
We then moved from the north end of the glades, andexcamp- 
ed at the carrying place. 

This place is in the plains betwixt a creek that empties into 
Sandu&y, and one that runs into Sciota : and at the time of 
high water, or in the fpring feafon, there is but about one half 
mile of portage, and that very level, and clear of rocks, timber 
cr ftones ; fo that with a little digging there may be wfiter car¬ 
riage the whole way from Sciota to Lake Erie. 
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From the mouth of Sandufky to the falls is chiefly firft rale 
land, lying flat or level, intermixed with large bodies of clear 
meadow's, where the grafs is exceeding rank, and in many places 
three or four feet high. The timber is oak, hickory, walnut, 
cherry black-alh, elm, fugar-trec, buckeye, locuft and beech. 
In fome places there is wet timber land—the timber in thefe 
places is .chiefly water-afk, fyeamore, ci button-wood. 

From the falls to the prairies, the land lies welj to the fun, it 
is neither too flat nor too hilly—and chiefly firft rate. The 
timber nearly the fame as below the falls, excepting the water- 
afli.—There is alfo here, fome plats of beech land, that appears 
to be fecond rate, as.it frequently produces fpice-wood. The 
praine appears tobea tolerable fertile foil, tho in many places 
too wet for cultivation ; yet I apprehend it would produce tim¬ 
ber, were it only kept from fire. 

The Indians are of the opinion that the fquirrels plant all the 
timber ; as they bury a number of nuts for food, and only one 
at a place. When a fquirrel is killed the various kinds of nuts 
thus buried will grow. 

I have obferved that when thefe prairies have only efcaped 
ftre for one year, near where a Angle tree flood, there v r as a 
young growth .of timber fuppofed to be planted by the fquir¬ 
rels ; but when the prairies were again burned, all this young 
growth was immediately confumed; as the fire rages in the 
grafs, to fuch a pitch, that numbers of racoons are thereby 
burned to death. 

On the weft fide of the prairie, or betwixt that and Sciota, 
there is a large body of firft rate land—the timber, walnut, lo¬ 
cuft, fugar-tree, buckeye, cherry, afh, elm, mulberry, plumb- 
trees, fpicewood, black-haw red-haw, oak and hickory. 

About the time the bucks quit running, Tontileaugo his wife 
and children, Tecaughretanego, his foil Nungany and myfeif 
left the Wiandot camps at the carrying place, and croffed the 
Sciota river at the fouth end of the gl ades, and proceeded 
on about a fouth-weft courfe to a large creek called QUen- 
tangy, which I believe interlocks with the waters of the Miami, 
and empties into Sciota on the weft fide thereof, From the 
fouth end of the prairie to Ollentangy, there is a large quantity 
of beech land, intermixed with firft rate land. Here we made 
our winter hut, and had confiderable fuccefs in hunting. 

After Tome time one of Tontileaugo 5 s ftep-fons, (a lad about 
eight years of age) offended him, and.he gave the boy a mode¬ 
rate whipping, which much difpleafed his Wiandot wife. She 
acknowledged that the boy was guilty of a fault, but thought 
that lie ought to have been ducked, which is their ufual mode 
of chaftifement. She faid fhe could not bear to have her fon 
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whipped like a fervant or Have—andllie was fodifpleafed that 
when Tontileaugo went out to hunt, Ihe got her two horfes, 
and all her effects, (as in this country the hulband and wife 
have feparate interefts) and moved back to the Wiandot camps 
that we had left. 

When Tontileaugo returned, he was much difturbed on hear¬ 
ing of his wife’s elbpement, and faid that he would never 
go after her were it not that he was afraid that Ihe 
w raid get bewildered, and that his childreu that Ihe had ta¬ 
ken with her, might fuffer. Tontileaugo went after his wife, 
a.id when they met they made up the quarrel, and he never re¬ 
turned; but left Tecaughretanego and his fon, (a boy about 
ten years of age) and myfelf, who remained here in our hut 
all winter. " x 

Tecaughretanego who had been a firft-rate warior, ftatefman 
and hunter; and though he was now near lixty years of age, 
he was yet equal to the common run of hunters, but fubje< 5 t to 
the rheumatil’m, which deprived him of the ufe of his-legs. 

Shortly after Tontileaugo left us, Tecaughretanego became 
lame, aaid could fcarcely walk out of our hut for two months. 
I had confiderable fuccefs in hunting and trapping. Though 
Tecaughretanego endured much pain and mifery, yet he bore 
it all with wonderful patience, and would often endeavor to 
entertain me with chearful converfation. Sometimes he would 
applaud me for my diligence, Ikill and a cavity—-and at other 
times he would take great care in giving me inftru&ions concer¬ 
ning the hunting and trapping bulinefs. He would alfo tell me 
that if I failed of fuccefs, we would fuffer very much, as we 
were about fortv miles from any one living, that we knew of; 
yet he would no^t intimate that he apprehended we were in any 
danger, but (till fuppofed that I was fully adequate to the talk. 

“Tontileaugo left us a little before Chriftmas, and from that 
until fome time in February, we had always plenty of bear 
meat, venifon, &c. During this time I killed much more than 
we could ufe, but having no horfes to-carry in what I killed, I 
left part of it in the woods. In February there came a fnow, 
with a cruft, which made a great noife when walking on it, and 
frightened away the deer ; and as bear and beaver were fcarce 
here, we got entirely out of provifion. After I had hunted two 
days without eating any thing, and had very {hurt allowance 
for fome days before,. I returned late in the evening faint and 
weary. When I came into our hut, Tecaughretanego alked 
what fuccefs ? I told him not any. He alked me if I was not 
very hungry? I replied that the keen appetite feemed to be in 
fome meafure removed, but I was both faint and weary. He 
commanded Nunganey his little fon, to bring me fomething to 
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eat, and he brought me a kettle with fome bones and broth,— 
after eating a few mouthfuls my appetite violently returned, 
and I thought the vi6tuals had a mod; agreable relilh, though it 
was only fox and wild-cat bones, which lay about the camp, 
which the ravens and turkey-buzzards had picked—thefe Nun- 
ganey had colledled and boiled, until the finews that remained 
on the bones would ftrip off. I fpeedily fmiflied my allowance, 
fuch as it was, and when I had ended my sweet repaft, Tecaugh- 
retanego alked me how I felt ? I told him that I was much re- 
frefhed. He then handed me his pipe and pouch, and told me 
to take a fmoke. I did fo. He then faid he had fomething of 
importance to tell me, if I was now comp'ofed and ready to 
hear it. I told him that I was ready to hear him. He faid the 
reafon Why he deferred his fpeech till now, was becaufe few 
men are in a right humor to hear good talk, when they are ex¬ 
tremely hungry, as they are then generally fretful and difcom- 
pofed; but as you appear now to enjoy calmnefs and ferenity 
of mind, I will now communicate to you the thoughts of my 
heart, and thofe things that I know to be true. 

“ Brother , 

“ As you have lived with the white people, you have not had 
the fame advantage of knov/ing that the great being above feeds 
his people, and gives- them their meat in due feafon, as we In¬ 
dians have, who are frequently out of provifions, and yet are 
wonderfully fupplied, and that fo frequently that it is evident¬ 
ly the hand of the great Owaneeyo* that doth this : whereas 
the white people have commonly large ftocks of tame cattle, 
that they can kill when they pleafe, and alfo their barns and 
cribs filled with grain, and therefore have not the fame oppor¬ 
tunity of feeing and knowing that they are fupported by the 
ruler of Heaven and.Earth. 

“ Brother , 

“ I know that you are now afraid that we will all perilh with 
hunger, but you have no juft reafon to fear this. 

“ Brother , 

“ I have been young, but am now old—I have been frequent¬ 
ly under the like circumftance that we now are, and that fome 
time or other in almoft .every year of nty life ; yet, I have hi¬ 
therto been fupported, and my wants fupplied in time of need. 

“ Brother , 

“ Owaneeyo fome times fuffers us to be in want, in order to 
teach us our dependance upon him, and to let us know that we 
are to love and ferve him: and likewife to know the worth of 
the favors that we receive, and to make'us more thankful. 

• This is the name of Cod, in their tongue, andlignifies the owner and rm- 
ler of all things, 
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“ £r.otbei*, 

“ Be allured that you will be fupplied with food, aftd that 
juft in the right time; but you muft continue diligent in the ulei 
of means—go to fleep, and rife early in the morning and go a 
hunting—be ftrong and exert yourfe'lf like a man,’ and the great 
fpirit will direct your way.” 

The next morning I went out, and fteered about an eaft 
courfe. I proceeded on flowly for about five miles, and faw 
deer frequently, but as the cruft on the fnow made a great 
noife, they were always running before I fpied therti, fo that I 
could not get a {hoot. A violent appetitfe returned, and I be¬ 
came intolerably hungry ;■—it was now that I concluded I would 
run off to Pennfylvania, my native country. As the fnow wad 
on the ground, and Indian hunters almoft the whole of the 
way before me, I had but a poor profpedl of making my efeapej 
but my cafe appeared defperate. If I ftaid here I thought I 
would perrfh with hunger, and if I met with Indians, they could 
hut kill me. 

I then proceeded on as fall as I could walk, and when I got 
about ten or twelve miles from- our hut, I came upon frefh buf- 
faloe tracks,—-I purfued after, and tn a fhort time came in 
fight of them, as they werie pairing through a fmall glade-—I 
ran with all my mighty and headed them, where I lay in am- 
bufh, and killed a vqry large cow. I immediately kindled 
a fire and be^an to roaft meat, but Could 1 not wait till it was 
done—I ate it almoft raw. When hunger was abated I began, 
to be tenderly concerned for my old Indian brother, and the 
little boy I had left in a perilhing condition. I made hafte arid 
packed up what meat I could carry, fecured what I left from 
the wolves, and-returned homewards. 

I fcarcely thought on the old man’s fpeech while I was al¬ 
moft diftradled with hunger, but on my return was much affedb- 
fed wish it, remedied on myfelf for my hard-heartednefs and ingra¬ 
titude, in attempting to run off and leave the venerable old mam 
and little boy to perifli with hunger. I alfo confidered how re¬ 
markably the old man’s fpeech had been verified in our provi¬ 
dentially obtaining a fupply. I thought alfo of that part of hifc 
fpeech which treated of the fractions difpofitions of hungry 
people, whic-h was the only excufe I had for my bafe inhuma¬ 
nity, in attempting to leave them in the moll deplorable fitua- 
tlon. 

As it was moon-lighty I got home to our hut, and found the 
old man in his ufual good humor. He thanked me for my ex¬ 
exertion, and bid me fit down, as I muft certainly be fatigued, 
and he. commanded NivngfUiey to make hafte and cook. I told 
him I would cook for him,'and let the boy lay fome meat on the 
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coals, for h.imfelf—which he did, but ate it almoft raw, as I had. 
done. I immediately hung on the kettle with fome water, and 
till the beef in thin flices, and put them in :—when it had boil¬ 
ed awhile, I propofed taking it off the fire, but the old man re¬ 
plied, “ let it be done enough.” This he faid in as patient and 
Unconcerned a manner, as if he had not wanted one fingle meal. 
He commanded Nunganey to eat no more beef at that time, 
leaf! he might hurt himfelf; but told him to fit down, and after 
fome time he might fup fome broth—this command he reluct¬ 
antly obeyed. 

When we were all refrefhed, Tecauretanego delivered a 
fpeech upon the heceffity and pleafure of receiving the neceffa- 
ry fupports of life with thankfulnefs, knowing that Owaneeyo is 
the great giver. Such fpeeches from an ^Indian, may be tho’t 
by thofe who are unacquainted with them, altogether incredi¬ 
ble ; but when we reflect on the Indian war, we may readily 
conclude that they are not an ignorant or ftupid fort of people, 
or they would not have been fuch fatal enemies. When they 
came into our country they outwitted us—and when we fent ar¬ 
mies into their country, they outgeneralled, and beat us with in¬ 
ferior force. Let us alfo take into confideration that Tecaugh- 
retanego was no common perfon, but was among the Indians, as 
Socrates in the ancient Heathen world; and it may be, equal to. 
him—if not in wiidom and learning, yet, perhaps in patience 
and fortitude. Notwithftanding Tecauretanego’s, uncommon; 
natural abilitis, yet in the fequel of this hiftory you will fee the 
deficiency.of the light of nature, unaided by revelation, in this* 
tfuly.great man. 

The next morning Tecaughretanego defired me to go hack: 
and bring another load of buffaloe beef: As I proceeded to do 
fo, about five miles from our hut I found a bear tree. As a fap- 
ling, gr'few near_the tree, and reached near the hole that the 
bear went in at, ICgot dry dozed or rotton wood, that would 
catch and hold fire almoft as well as fpunk. This wood I tied 
Up in bunches, fixed them on my back, and then climbed up the 
fapling, and with a pole, I put them touched with fire, into the 
hole, and then came down and took my gun in my hand. Af¬ 
ter fome time the hear came out, and I killed and fkinned it, 
packed up a load of the meat, (after fecuring the remainder 
from the wolves) and returned home before night. On my re¬ 
turn my old brother and his fon were much rejoiced at my fuc- 
cefs. After this we had plenty of provifion. 

We remained here until fome time in April 1758. At this 
time Tecaughretanego had recovered fo, that he could walk 
about. We made a bark canoe, embarked, «md went down 01- 
H 
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lentangy fomadiflance,but the water being low, we were in dan¬ 
ger offplitting our canoe upon the rocks : therefore Tecaughre- 
tanego concluded we would, encamp on Ihore, and pray for rain. 

When we encamped, Tecaughretanegomade himfel'f a fweat- 
houfe; which he did by flicking a number of hoops in the 
ground, each hoop forming a femi-circle—this he covered all 
round with blankets and fkins ; he then prepared hot flones, 
which he rolled into this hut, and then went into it himfelf, 
with a little kettle of water in his hand, mixed with a variety 
of herbs, which he had formerly cured, and had now with him 
in his pack—they afforded, an odoriferous perfume. When he 
was in, he told me to pull down the blankets behind him, and 
cover all up dofe, which I did, and then he began to pour water 
upon the hot flones, and to fing aloud. He continued in this 
vehement hot place about fifteen minutes:—all this he did¬ 
in order to purify himfel'f before he would addrefs the Supreme 
Being. When he came out of his fweat-houfe,. he began to 
burn tobacco and pray. He began each pretition with ob , bo r 
bo, bo, which is a kind of afpiration, and fignifies an ardent 
wifh. I obferved that all his petitions were only for immedi¬ 
ate, or prefent temporal' bleffings. He began his addrefs by 
thankfgiving, in the following, manner: 

“ O great being I I thank thee that I have obtained the ufe of 
my legs again—that I am now able to walk about and kill tur¬ 
keys, &c. without feeling exquHitg.pain and mifery: I know that 
thou art a hearer and a helper,,and therefore I will call upon thee. 
“ Ob, bo, bo, ba, 

“ Grant drat my knees and ankles may be right well, and 
that I may be able, not only to walk, but to run, and to jump 
logs, as I did fall fall. 
w Ob, bo, bo, bo, 

“Grant that on this voyage we may frequently kill bears, as 
they may be croffing the .Sciota and Sanduiky. 

“ Ob, bo, bo,, bo, 

“ Grant that we may kill plenty of Turkeys along tlie banks,, 
to flew with our fat bear meat. 

“ Ob, bo, bo, bo, 

“ Grant that rain may come to raife tlie Ollentangy about 
two or three feet, that We may crofs in fafety down to Sciota, 
without danger of our canoe being wrecked on the nocks:—and 
now, O great being! thou knowefl how matters .liand—thou 
knowefl that I am a great lover of tobacco, and though I know 
not when I ,piay get any more, I now nrnke a prefent of the laft 
I have unto thee, as a free burnt offering; therefore I expedl 
thou wilt hear and grant thefe requefls, and I thy fervant will 
return thee thanks, and love thee for thy gifts.” 
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During the whole of this fcene I Cat by Tecaughretanego, 
and as he went through it with the greateft folemnity, I was ie- 
rioufly affe&ed with his prayers. I remained duly compofed 
until he came to the burning of thetobacco, and as I knew that 
he was a great lover of it, and faw him caft the laft of it into 
the fire, it excited in me a kind of meriment, and I infenfibly 
fniiled. Tecaughretanego obferved me laughing, which ri.il- 
pleafed him”, and oecafioned him to addrefs me in the following 
manner. 

“ Brother , 

“ I have fomewhat td fay to you, and I hope you. will not be 
•offended when I tell you of your, faults. You know that when 
you were reading your books in town, I would not let the boys 
•or any one difturb you ; but now when I was praying, I law 
you laughing. I do not think that you 'look upon praying as a 
foolifh thing';—I believe you pray yourfelf. But perhaps you 
may-think my mode, or manner of prayer fool ilk ; if fo, you 
ought in a friendly manner to inltrudl me, and not make lport 
■of facred things.” 

I acknowledged my error, and on this he handed me his pipe 
to fmoke, in token of friendlhip and reconciliation; though at 
that time he had nothing to fmoke, but red-willow bark. I 
told him fomething of the method of reconciliation with an of¬ 
fended God, as revealed in my Bible, which I had then in pof- 
fefiion. He laid that he liked my ltory better tha.i that of the 
French priefts, but he thought that be was now too old to be¬ 
gin to learn a new religion, therefore he fhould continue to 
-worfhip God in the way that he had been taught, and that if 
falvation or future happinefs was to be hadin his way of wor- 
Ihip, be expedled he would obtain it, and if it was inconfiftent 
with the honor of the great fpirit to accept of him in his own 
way of worfhip, he hoped that Owaneeyo would accept of him 
in the way I had mentioned, or in fome other way, though he 
might now be ignorant of the channel through which favor or 
mercy might be conveyed. He faid that he believed that O- 
wanecyo would, hear and help ev.ery one that fincerely waited 
upon him. 

Here we may fee how far the light of nature could go ; per¬ 
haps we fee it here almoft in its higheft extent. Notwith- 
ftanding the juft views that this great man entertained of Pro¬ 
vidence, yet we now fee him (though he Acknowledged his 
guilt) expending to appeafe the Deity, and procure his favor, 
by burning a little tobacco. We may obferve that all Heathen 
nations, as far as we can find out either by tradition or the 
light of Nature, agree with Revelation in this, that facrifice 
is neceffary, or that fome kind of attonement is to be made, 
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iu order to remove guilt, and reconcile them to God. This, 
accompanied with numberlefs other witnefles, is fufficient evi¬ 
dence of the rationality the truth of the Scriptures. 

A few days after Tecaughretanego had gone through his ce.- 
remonies, and fmilhed his prayers, the rain came and railed 
the creek a fufficient height, fo that we palled in fafety dowp 
to Sciota, and proceeded up to the carrying place. Let us 
now defcribe the land on this route, from our winter hut, and 
down Ollentangy to the Sciota" and up it to the carrying place. 

About our winter cabbin is chiefly firft andfecond rate land. 
A confiderable way up Ollentangy on the fouth-weft flde there¬ 
of, or betwixt it and the Miami, there is a very large prairie, 
and from this prairie down Ollentangy to Sciota, is generally 
firft rate land. The timber is walnut, fugar-tree, alh, buckeye, 
locuft, wild-cherry and fpice-wood, intermixed with fome oajc 
and beech. . From the mouth of Ollentangy on the eaft fide of 
Sciota, up to the. carrying place, there is a large body of 
firft and fecond rate land, and tolerably well watered. 
The timber is alh, fugar-tree, walnut locuft, oak and beech. 
Up near the carrying place, the land is a little hilly, but the 
foil good. 

We proceeded from this place down Sanduficy, and in our 
paflage we killed four bears, and a number of turkeys. Te¬ 
caughretanego appeared now fully purfuaded that all this came 
in anfwer to his prayers—and who can fay with any degree of 
certainty that it was not fo ? 

When we Came to the little lake at the mouth of Sandulky 
\ve called at a Wiandot town that was then there, called 
Sunyendeand, Here we diverted ourfelves feveral days, by 
catching rock-filh in a fmall creek, the name of which is alfo 
Sunyendeand, which fignifies Rock-Filh. They fifiled in the 
night, with lights, and ftruck the fifii with giggs or fpears. 
The rock-filh here, when they begin firft to run up the creek to 
fpawn, are exceeding fat, and fufficient to fry themfelves. T^e 
firft night we fcarcely caught filh enough for prefent ufe, for 
nil that was in the town. 

The next morning I met with a prifoner at this place, by the 
name of Thompfon, who had been taken from Virginia: he 
told me if the Indians would only omit difturbing the filh for 
one night, he could catch more filh than the whole town 
could make ufe of. I told Mr. Thompfon that if he was cer* 
tain he could do this, that I would ufe my influence with the 
Indians, to let the filh alone for one night, I applied to the 
phiefs, who agreed to my propofal, and faid they were anxious 
to fee Myhat the Great Knife (as they called the Virginian) 
could do. Mr. Thompfon,jvvith the affiftance of fome other 
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prisoners, fct to work, and made a hoop net of Elm bark: they 
then cut down a tree acrofs the creek, and ftuck in Hakes at 
the lower fide of it, to prevent the filh from palling up, leaving 
only a gap at the one fide of the creek:—-here he fat with his 
net, and when he felt the filh touch the net he drew it up, and 
frequently would hawl out two or three rock-fdh that would 
weigh about five or fix pounds each. He continued at this un¬ 
til he had hawled out about a waggon load, and then left the 
gap ppen, in order to let them pafs up, for they could not go 
far, on account of the Ihallow water. Before day Mr. Thomp- 
fon llmt it up, to prevent them from palling down, in order to 
let the Indians have fome diverfion in killing them in daylight. 

When the news of the filh came to town, the Indians alL 
ColIe< 5 led, and with furprize beheld the large heap of filh, and. 
applauded the ingenuity of the Virginian. V* r qen theyfaw the 
number of them that were confined in the water above the tree, 
the young Indians ran back to the town, and in a fliort time 
returned with their fpears, giggs, bows and arrows, &c. and 
were the chief of that day engaged in killing rock-filh, infomuch 
that we had more than we could ufe or preserve. As we had 
no fait, or any way to keep them, they lay upon the banks, and 
after fome time great numbers of turkey-buzzards and eagles 
Colledled together and devoured them. 

Shortly after this we left Sunyendeand, and in three days ar¬ 
rived at Detroit, where we remained this fummer. 

Some time in May we heard that General Forbes, with feven 
thoufand men was preparing to carry on a campaign againft 
Fort DuQuefne, which then flood near where Fort Pitt was af¬ 
terwards erected. Upon receiving this news a number of run¬ 
ners were fent off by the French commander at Detroit, to 
urge the different tribes of Indian warriors to repair to Fort 
DuQuefne. 

Some time in July 1758, the Ottowas, Jibewas, Potowatomie? 
and Wiandots rendzvouzed at Detroit, and marched off to Fort 
DuQuefne, to prepare for the encounter of General Forbes. 
The common report was, that they would ferve him as they 
did General Braddock, and obtain much plunder. From this 
time, until fall, we had frequent accounts of Forbes’s army, 
by Indian runners that were fe,nt out to watch their motion. 
They fpied them frequently from the mountains ever after they 
left Fort Loudon. Notwithftanding their vigilence, colonel 
Orant with his Highlanders llole a march upon them, and in. 
the night took poffeffion of a hill about eighty rod from Fort 
DuQuefne :—this hill U on that account called Grant’s hill to 
this day. The French and Indians knew not that Grant and 
bis n>eu were there until they beat the drum and played upon 
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the bag-pipes, juft at day-light. They then flew to arms, and 
the Indians ran up under covert of the banks of Allegheny and 
Monongahela, fov fome diftance, and then lallied out from the 
banks of the rivers, and took poffeffion of the hill above Grant; 
and as lie was on the point of it in fight of the fort, the/ifnme- 
diately furrounded him, and as he had his Highlanders in rbnks, 
-and very clofe order, and the Indians fcatteved, and concealed 
behind trees, they defeated him with the lofs only of a few war¬ 
riors :—rnoftof the Highlanders were killed or taken prifohers. 

After this defeat the Indians held a council, but were divided 
in their opinions. Some faid that general Forbes would now 
•turn back, and go home the way that he came, as Dunbar had 
done when General Braddock was defeated: others fuppofed he 
would come on. The French urged the Indians toftay and fee 
the event:—but as it was hard for the Indians to be abfent 
from their fquaws and children, at this feafon of the year, a 
great many of them returned home to their hunting. After 
this, the remainder of the Indians, fome French regulars, and 
a number of Canadians, marched off in qUeft of General Forbes. 
They met his army near Fort Ligoneer, and attacked them, but 
were fruftrated in their defign. They faid that Forbes’s men 
were beginning, to learn the art of war, and that there were 
a great number of American riflemen alongwith the read-coats, 
who fcattered out, took trees, and were good marks-men; 
therefore they found they could not accomplifii their defign, and 
were-obliged to retreat. When they returned from the battle 
to Fort DuQuefne, the Indians conclued that they would go to 
their hunting. The French endeavored to perfuade them to 
flay and try another battle. The Indians faid if it was only 
the red-coats they had to do with, they could foon fubdue thdm, 
but they could not withftand Asbakcoa, or the Great Knife, 
which was the name they gave the Virginians. They then re¬ 
turned home to their hunting, and the French evacuated the 
fort, which General Forbes came and took poffeffion of without 
further oppofition, late in the year 1758, and at this time be¬ 
gan to build Fort Pitt. 

When Tecaughretanego had heard the particulars of Grant’s 
defeat, he faid that he could not well account for his contradic¬ 
tory and inconfiftent condu6t. He faid as the art of war con- 
fifts in ambulhing and furprizing our enemies, and in prevent¬ 
ing them froift ambulhing and furprizing us; Grant, in 
the firft place, adted like a wife and experienced officer, in art¬ 
fully approaching in the night without being difeovered ; but 
when he came to the place, and the Indians were lying afleep 
outfide of the fort, between him and the Allegheny river, in 
place of flipping up quietly, and falling upon them with their 
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broad fwords, they beat the drums and played upon the bag¬ 
pipes. He laid he could account for this incontinent condudl 
no other way than by fuppofing that he had made too free with 
fpirituous liquors during the night, and became; intoxicated 
about day-light. But to return: 

This year we hunted up Sandufky, and down Sciota, and 
took nearly the fame route that we had done the laft hunting 
feafon. We had considerable fuccefs, and returned to Detroit. 
fome time in April 1759. 

Shortly after this, Tecaughretanego, his fon Nungany and 
myfelf, went from Detroit, (in an elm bark canoe) to Caughne- 
waga, a very ancient Indian town, about nine miles above 
Montreal, where I remained until about the firft of July. I 
then heard of a French {hip at Montreal that had Englifhprifon- 
ers on board, in order to carry them over faa, and exchange 
them. I went privately off from the Indians, and got alfo on 
board ; but as general Wolfe had flopped the River St. Lau¬ 
rence, we were all fent to prifon in Montreal, where I remain¬ 
ed four months. Some time in November we were all fent 
off from this place to Crown Point, and exchanged. 

Early in the year 1760 ,1 came home to Canacocheague, and 
found that my people could never afcertain whether I was kill¬ 
ed or taken, until my return. They received me with great 
joy, but were furprized to fee me fo much like an Indian, both 
in my gait and gefture. 

Upon enquiry, I found that my fweet-heart was married a 
few days before I arrived. My feelings I rouft leave on this 
occafion, for thofe of my readers to judge, who have felt the 
pangs of difappointed love, as it is impofiible now for me to de- 
fcribe the emotion of foul I felt at that time. 

Now there was peace with the Indians which lafted until the 
year 1763. Sometime in May, this year, I married, and about 
that time the Indians again commenced hoftilities, and were 
bufily engaged in killing and fcalping the frontier inhabitants in 
various parts of Pennfylvania. The whole Conococheague 
Valley, from the North to the South Mountain, had been al- 
moft entirely evacuated during Braddock’s war. This ftate 
was then a Quaker government, and at the firft of this war the , 
frontiers received no afliftance from the ftate. As the people 
were now beginning to live at home again, they thought hard 
to be drove away a fecondtime, and were determined if poffible, 
to make a ftand: therefore they raifed as much money by col¬ 
lections and fubfcriptions, as would pay a company of rifle-men 
for feveral months. The fubfcribers met and eledted a commit¬ 
tee to manage the bufinefs. The committee appointed me 
captain of this company of rangers, and gave me the appoint- 
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merit of my fubalterns. I chofe two of the moft active young 
men that I could find, who had alfo been long in captivity with 
the Indian^. As we enlifted our men, we drefled them uniform¬ 
ly in the Indian manner, with breech-clouts, leggins, taockefons 
and green (hrouds, which we wore in the fame manner that the 
Indians do, and neatly as the Highlanders wear their piaids. 
In place of hats we wore red hankerchiefs, and painted our fa¬ 
ces red and black, like Indian warriors. I taught them the In¬ 
dian difcipline, as I knew of no other at that time, Which Would 
ahfwer the purpofe much better than Britifli. We fucceeded 
beyond expectation in defending the frontiers t and w£te extol¬ 
led by our employers. Near the conclufibn Of this expedition 
I-accepted of an enfign’s commiffion in the regular fervice, un¬ 
der King George, in what was then called th6 Pennfylvafiiaf 
line. Upon my refignation, my lieutenant fucceeded me in 
command, the reft of the time they were to fervb. In the 
fall (the fame year) I went on the Sufquehannah campaign, 
againft the Indians, under the command of General Arm-, 
ftrong. In this route we burnt the Delaware and Monfey 
towns, on the Weft Branch of the Sufquehahnah, and deftroy- 
ed all their corn. 

In the? year 1764, I received a lieutenant’s commiffion, and 
went out on General Bouquet’s campaign agairift the Indians 
oh the Mufkingum. Here We brought them to terihs, and pro- 
mifed to be at peace with them, upon conditio^ that they would 
give up all our people that they had then in captivity among 
them. They then delivered unto U3 three hundred of the pri- 
fdners, and faidthat they cbuld not collect them all at this time,' 
aS it was now late in the yeah, and they were far feattered; 
but. they proffiifed that they would bring them all into Fort 
Pitt early next fprihg, and as fecurity'that they would do this, 
they delivered to us fix of their chiefs, as hoftages. Upon this 
we fettled a ceffation of arms fof fix months, and prbffiifed 
upon their fulfilling'the aforefaid condition, to mike with them 
a permanent peace. 

A little below Fort Pitt the hoftages all made their efeape. 
Shortly after this thC Indians ftole hoffes, and killed fome peo¬ 
ple on the frontiers. The king’s proclamation Was then circu- 
laiing and fet up in‘various public places, prohibiting any perfdii 
frbm trading with the Indians, until further orders. 

Notwithftanding all this, about the firft of March 1765, a 
mlmber of waggons loaded with Indian goods, ahd warlike 
ftores, were fent from Philadelphia to Henry Pollens’s, Cono- 
cocheague, and from thence feventy pack-hoffeS were loaded 
<with thefe goods, in order to eafry them to Fort Pitt. This 
Alarmed the country, and Mr. William Dtiffield failed about 
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fifty armed men, and met the pack-noj-fes at the place where 
Mercerfburg now ftands. Mr. Duffield defired the employers to 
ftore up their goods, and not proceed until further orders. 
They made light of this, and went over the North Mountain, 
where they lodged in a fmall valley called the Great Covfe. 
Mr. Duffield and his party followed after, and came to their 
lodging, and again urged them to ftore up their goods :—He 
reasoned with them on the impropriety of their proceedings, and 
the great danger the frontier inhabitants would be expofed to, 
if the Indians fhould now get a fupply:—He fa id as it was well 
known that they had fcarcely any amunition, and were alinofl: 
naked, to fupply them now, would be a kind of murder, and 
wotild be illegally trading at the expence of the blood and trea- 
fure of the frontiers. Notwithftanding his pow *rfu! reasoning, 
ijhefe traders made game of what he faid, and weald only an¬ 
swer him by ludicrous burlefque. 

When I beheld this, and found that Mr. Duffield would not 
compel them to ftore up their goods, I colletted ter of my old 
warriors, that I had formerly difeiplined in the Indian way, 
went off privately, after night, and encamped in the woods. 
The next day, as ufual, we blacked and painted, and waylayed 
them near Sidelong Hill. I Scattered my men about forty rod 
along the fide of'the road and ordered every two to take a tree, 
and about eight or ten rod between each couple, with orders to 
keep a referve fire, one not to fire until his comrade had load¬ 
ed his gun—^by this means we kept up a conftant, flow fire, upon 
them from front to rear:—We then heard nothing of thefe tra¬ 
der’s merriment or burlefque. When they flaw their pack-hor- 
fes falling clofe by them, they called out pray gentlemen, what 
nuouldyou have us to do P The reply was, college all your loads 
to tbe front, and unload them in one place ; take your private 
property, and immediately retire. When they were gone, we 
burnt what they left, which confifted of blankets, fhirts, Ver¬ 
million, lead, beads, wampum, tomahawks, fcalping knives, &c. 

The traders went bach to Fort Loudon, and applied to the 
commanding officer there, and got a party of Highland foldiers, 
and went with them in queft of the robbers, as they called us, 
and without applying to a magiftrate, or obtaining any civil au¬ 
thority, but barely upon fufpicion, they took a number of cre¬ 
ditable perfons prifoners, (who were chiefly not any way con¬ 
cerned in this adlion) and confined tfl^m in the guard-houfe in. 
Fort Loudqn. I then raifed three hunored riflemen, marched 
to Fort Loudon, and encamped on a hill fight of the feru 
We were not long there, until we had more than double its ma¬ 
ny of the Britifli troops prifoners in our samp, as they had of 
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our people in the guard-houfe. Captain Grant,, a Highland 
officer, who command Fort London, then fent a flag of truce to 
our camp, where we fettled' a cartel, and gave them above two 
for one, which enabled us to redeem all our men from the 
guard-houfe, without further difficulty. 

After this Captain Grant Kept a number of rifle guns, which 
the Highlanders had taken from the country people, and refu- 
fed to give them up* As he was riding, out one day, we took 
him prifoner, and detained him until he delivered up the arms; 
we alfo deftroyed a large quantity of gun-powder that the tra¬ 
ders had ftored. up, left it might be conveyed privately to the 
Indians. The king’s troops, and our party, had now got en¬ 
tirely out of the channel of the civil law, and many unjuftifiable 
things were done by both parties. This convinced me more 
than ever I had been before, of the absolute neceflity of the ci¬ 
vil law, in order to govern mankind. 

About this time the following fong Was- compofed by Mr. 
George Campbell (an Irifh gentleman, who had been educated in 
Dublin) and was frequently fung to the tune of the Black Joke* 

1. Ye patriot fouls who love to ling, 

What ferves your country and your king. 

In wealth, peace and royal eftate ; 

Attention give whilft I rehearfe, 

A modern fa6t, iri jingling verfe, 

How party intereft ftrove what it cou’d, 

To profit itfelf by public blood, 

But juftly met its merited fate. 

2 . Let all thofe Indian traders claim. 

Their juft reward, inglorious fame. 

For vile bafe and treacherous ends. 

To Polling, in the fpring they fent, 

Much warlike ftores, with an intent. 

To carry them to our barbarous foes. 

Expecting that no-body dare oppofe, 

A prefent to their Indian friends. 

Aftonifli’d at the wild' defign. 

Frontier inhabitants combin’d. 

With brave fouls, to- ftop their career, 
Although, fome men apoftatiz’d. 

Who firft the grand attempt advis’d, 

The bold frontiers they bravely ftood, 

To far their king and their country’s good, 

' iu joint league, and ftrangers to fear. 
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4. On March the fifth, In fixty-five, 

Their Indian prefents did arrive, 

In long pomp and cavalcade, 

Near Sidelong Hill, where in difguife, 

Some patriots did their-train furprize. 

And quick as lightning tumbled ther loads, 

And kindled them bonfires in the woods, 

And rhoftly burnt their whole brigade. 

5. At Loudon, when they heard the news. 

They fcarcely knew which way to choofe, 

For blind rage and difcontent; 

At length fome foldiers they fent out. 

With guides for to conduct the route, 1 
And feized fome men that were trav’ling there, 

And hurried them into Loudon where 

They laid them fall with one confent. 

6 . But men of refolution thought, 

T00 rnuch to fee their neighbors caught. 

For no crime but falfe furmife; 

Forthwith they join’d a warlike band. 

And march’d to Loudon out of hand. 

And kept the jailors pris’ners there. 

Until our friends enlarged were, 

Without fraud or any difguife. 

7 . Let mankind cenfure pr commend, 

This rafh performance in the end, 

Then both fides will find their account. 

’Tis true no law can juftify, 

To burn our neighbors property, 

But when this property is defign’d, 

To ferve the enemies of mankind, 

It’s high treafon in the amount. 

After this we kept up a guard of men on the frontiers, for 
feyeral months, to prevent fupplies being fent to the Indians, 
until it was proclaimed that Sir William Johnfon had’made 
peace with them, and then we let the traders pa fa unmo- 
lefted. 

In the year 1766 ,1 heard that Sir William Johnfon, the king’s 
agent for fettling affairs with the Indians, had purchafed from 
them all the land weft of the*Appalachian Mountains, that lay 
between the Ohio and the Cherokee River; and as I knew by 
converting with the Indians in their own tongue, that there 
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was a large body of rich land there, I concluded ! would take 
a tour weftward, and explore that country. 

I fet out about the laft of June, 1766, and. went in the firft 
place to Holftein River, and from thence I travelled" Weftward 
in coifipany with Jolhua Horton, Uriah Stone, William Baker, 
and James Smith, who came from near Carlifle. There was on¬ 
ly four white me? of us, and a mulatto Have about eighteen years 
of age, that Mr, Horton had with him. We explored the coun¬ 
try fouth of Kentucky, and there was no more fign of white 
men th?re then, than there is now weft of the head waters of 
the Miifouri. V r e alfo explored Cumberland and Tenneflee 
Rivers, from Stone’s* River down fo the Ohio. 

When we came to the mouth of Tenneflee, my fellow travel¬ 
lers concluded that they would proceeded on to the Illinois, and 
fee fome more of the land to the weft:—this I would not agree 
to. As I had already been longer from home than what I ex¬ 
pend, I thought my wife would be diftrefled, and think I was 
killed by the Indians ; therefore I concluded that I would re¬ 
turn home. I fent my horfe with my fellow travellers to the 
Illinois, as it was difficult to take a horfe through the mourn 
tains. My comrades gave me the greateft part of the amuni- 
tion they then had, which amounted only to half a pound of pow¬ 
der, and lead equivalent. Mr. Horton alfo lent me his mulatto 
boy, and I then fet off through the wildernefs, for Carolina. 

About eight days after I left my company at the mouth of 
Tenneflee, on my journey eaftward, I got a cane ftab in my 
foot, which occafioned my leg £0 fy/ell, and I fuffered much 
pain. I was now in a doleful fituation—far frpm any of the 
human fpecies, excepting black Jamie, or the favages, and I 
knew not when I might meet with them—my^cafe appeared 
defperate, and I thought fomething mqft be done. All the 
furgical inftruments I had, was a knifg, a mockafon awl, and a 
pair of bullit moulds—with thefe' I determined to draw the 
fnagfrom my foot, ifpoflibleo f ftuck the awl in the Ikin, and 
with the knife I cut the fiefli away from around the cane, and 
then I commanded the mulatto fellow tq catch it with the bul¬ 
lit moulds, and pull it out, which he' did. When I faW it, it 
feemed a fljockiilg thing to be iri any perfon’s foot; it will there¬ 
fore be fuppofed that I Was very glad to have it out. The 
black fellow attended upon me, and obeyed my djrettions faith¬ 
fully. I ordered him to fearch for Indian medicine, and told 
him £0 get me a quantity of bark frorii the root of a lynn tree, 

• * Stjnefs River is a fouth branch of Cumberland, and empties into it above 
Nafoville.. We firft gave it this name in bur journal in May 1767, after one 
of my fellow travellers, Mr, Uriah Stone, and I am told that it retains the 
fame came unto thia day. 
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which I made him heat on a Clone, with a tomahawk, and boil 
it in a kettle, and with the ooze I bathed my foot and leg 
what remained when I had fmifhed bathing, I boiled to a jelly, 
and made poultices thereof. As I had no rags, I made uie 
of the green mofs that grows upon logs, and wrapped it round 
with elm bark: by this means (fimple as it may feem) the fwel- 
ling and inflamation in a great meafure abated. As ftormy 
weather appeared, I ordered Jamie to make us^ dicker, which 
he did by ere&ing forks and poles, and covering them over wi h 
cane tops, like a fodder-houfe. It was but about one hundred 
yards from a large buffaloe road. As we were almoft out of 
provifion, I commanded Jamie to take my gun, and I went along 
as well as I could, concealed myfelf near the road, and killed a 
buffaloe. When this was done, we jirked* the lean, and fryed 
the tallow out of the fat meat, which we kept to Hew with our 
jirk as we needed it. 

While I lay at this place, all the books I had to read, was 
a Pfalm Book, and Watts upon Prayer. Whilft in this fitu- 
ation I compofed th# following verfes, which I then frequent¬ 
ly fung. 

I. Six weeks I’ve in this defart been. 

With one mulatto lad, 

Excepting this poor ftupid Have, 

No company f had. 

a. In folitude I here remain, 

A cripple very fore, 

No friend or neighbor to be found, 

My cafe for to deplore. 

3. I’m far from home, far from the wife. 

Which in my bofom lay, 

Far from my children dear, which ufed 
Around me for to play. 

4 - This doleful circumftance cannot 
My happinefs prevent, 

While peace of conference I enjoy; 

Great comfort and content. 

I continaed in this place until I could walk flowly, without 
crutches. As I now lay near a great buffaloe road, I was 
afraid that the Indians might be palling that way, and difeover 

, * J» r |t a name well known by the hunters, and frontier inhabitants, for 
meat cut in lmall pieces and laid on & fcaffold, over i flow fire, whereby iris 
Malted dll it is thoroughly dry. 
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my fire-place, therefore I moved off fome diftance, where I re¬ 
mained until I killed pn elk. As my foot was yet fore, I con¬ 
cluded that I would ftay here until it was healed, left by 
travelling too focn it might again be inflamed. 

In a few weeks after, I proceeded on, and in October I arri¬ 
ved in Carolina. I had now been eleven months in the wilder- 
nefs, and during this time I neither faw bread, money, women, 
or fpirituous liquors ; and three months pf which I faw none of 
the human fpecies, except Jamie, 

When I pame into the ft £ dement, my clothes were almoft 
worn out, and the boy had nothing on him that ever wa3 fpun. 
He had buck-lkin leggins, mockafons and breech-clout—a bear- 
fldn dreffed with the hair on, which he belted about him, and a 
racoon-lkin cap. I had not travelled far after I came in be¬ 
fore I was ftri 5 l.lv examined by the inhabitants. I told them 
the truth, and w!iere I came from, &c. but my ftory appeared 
fo ftrange to them, that they did not believe me. They faid 
they had. never heard of ar.y one coining through the mountains 
from the mouth of Tenneffee ; and if any one would undertake 
fuch a journey, furely no man would lend him his Have. They 
faid that they thought that all I had told them were lies, and 
on fufpicion they took me into cuftody, -and fet a guard over 
tne. 

While I was confined here, I met with a reputable old ac¬ 
quaintance, who voluntarily became my voucher; and alfo told 
me of a number of my acquaintances that now lived near this 
place, who had moved from P.ennfylvania—*On this being made 
public, I was. liberated. J went to a magiftrate, and obtained a 
pafs, and one of my old acquaintances made me a prefent of a 
ftiirt. I then caft away my old rags, and all the clothes I now 
had was an old beaver hat, buck-lkin leggins, mockafojis, and a 
new Hurt; ^Ifo an old blanket, which I commonly carried on 
my back in good weather. Being thus equipped, I marched on, 
with my white fhirt loofe, and Jamie with his bear-lkin about 
him :—myfelf appearing white, and Jamie very black, alarmed 
the dogs where-ever we came, fo that they barked violently. 
The people frequently came out and alked me where we came 
from, Jkc. I told them the truth, but they, for the moft part 
fufpe6ted my ftory, and I generally had to Ihew them my pafs. 
In this way I came on to Fort Chiffel, where I left Jamie at 
Mr. Horton’s negro-quarter, according to promife. I went 
froth thence to Mr. George Adams’s, on Reed Creek, where 
I had lodged, and where I had left my clothes as I was going out 
from home. When I dreffed myfelf in good clothes, and moun¬ 
ted. on horfeback, no man ever alked me for a pafs ; therefore 
I concluded that a horfe-thief, or even a robber, might pafs 
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without interruption, provided he was only well drefTed, where ¬ 
as the fhabby villain would be immediately detedced. 

I returned home to Conocccheague, in the fall 1767. When 
I arrived, I found that my wife and friends had defpaired of 
ever feeing me again, as they had heard that I was killed by the 
Indians, and my horfe brought into one of the Cherokee towns. 

In the year 1769, the Indians again made incurfions on the 
frontiers; yet, the traders continued carrying goods and war¬ 
like ftores to them. The frontiers took the alarm, and a num¬ 
ber of perfons colledted, deftroyed and plundered a quantity of 
their powder, iead, &c. in Bedford county. Shortly after this, 
fome of thefe perfons, with others, were apprehended and laid 
in irons in the guard-houfe in Fort Bedford, on fufpicion of 
being the perpetrators of this crime. 

Though I did not altogether approve of the conduct of this 
new club of black-boys, yet I concluded that they fiiould not 
lie in irons in the guard-houfe, or remain in confinement, by 
arbitrary or military power. I refolved therefore, if poffible, 
to releafe them, if they even fhould be tried by the civil law 
afterwards. I collected eighteen of my old black-boys, that I 
had feen tried in the Indian war, &c. I did not defire a large 
party, left they fhould be too much alarmed at Bedford, and ac¬ 
cordingly prepare for tts. We marched along the public road 
in day-light, and made no fecret of oiir delign:—We told thofe 
whom we met, that we were going to take Fort Bedford, which 
appeared to them a very unlikely ftory. Before this I made :t 
known to one William Thompfon, a man whom I could truft, 
and who lived there : him I employed as a fpy, and fent him 
along on horfe-baek, before, with orders to meet me at a cer¬ 
tain place near Bedford, one hour before day. The next day 
a little before fun-fet we encamped near the croffings of Juni¬ 
ata, about fourteen miles from Bedford, and eredled tents, as 
though we intended Haying all night, and not a man in my com ¬ 
pany knew to the contrary, fave myfelf. Knowing that they 
would hear this in Bedford, and wilhing it to be the cafe, I 
thought to furprize them, bv ftealing. a march. 

As the moon rofe about eleven o’clock, I ordered my boys 
to march, and we went on at the rate of five miles an hour, 
until we met Thompfon at the place appointed. He told us 
that the commanding officer had' frequently heard of us by tra¬ 
vellers, and had ordered thirty men upon guard. He faid they 
knew our number, and only made game of the notion of eigh-* 
teen meh coming to refcue the prifoners, but they did not ex- 
pe& us until towards the middle,of the day. I afked him if the 
gate was open ? He faid it was then ftiut, but he expettedthpy 
would open it as ufual, at day-light, as they apprehended iio 
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danger. I then moved my men privately up under the banks 
of Juniata, where we lay concealed about one hundred yards 
from the fort gate. I had ordered the men to keep a pro¬ 
found lilence, until we got into it. I then fent off Thompfon 
again, to fpy. At day-light he returned, and told us that the 
gate was open, and three centinels were {landing on the wall— 
that the guards were taking a morning dram, and the arms 
{landing together in one place. I then concluded to rulh 
into the fort, and told Thompfon to run before me to the 
arms. We ran with all our might, and as it was a mifty mor¬ 
ning, the centinels fcarcely faw us until we were within the 
gate, and took poffeffion of the arms. Juft as we were entering, 
two of them, difeharged their guns, though I do not believe they 
aimed at us. We then raifed a fhout, which furprized the 
town, though fome of them were well pleafed with the news. 
We compelled a black-fmith to take the irons off the prifoners, 
and then we left the place. This, I believe, was the firft Bri- 
tifh fort in America, that was taken by what they called A- 
merican rebels. 

Some time after this I took a journey weftward, in order to 
furvey fome located land I had on and near the Youhogany. 
As I paffed near Bedford, while X was walking and leading my 
horfe, I was overtaken by fome men on horfe-back, like travel¬ 
lers. One of them alked my name, and on telling it, they im¬ 
mediately pulled out their piftols, and prefented them at me, 

• calling upon me to deliver myfelf, or I was a dead man. I ftep- 
ped back, prefented my rifle, and told them to ftand off. One of 
them fnapped a piftol at me, and another was preparing to {hoot, 
when I fired.my piece:—one of them alfo fired near the fame 
time,' and one of my fellow travellers fell. The affailants 

• then rufhed up, and as my gun was empty, they took and tied 
me. I charged them with killing my fellow traveller, and told 
them he was a man that I had accidentally met with on the 
road, that had nothing to do with the public quarrel. They 

- afferted that I had killed him. I told them that my gun blow- 
ed v or made a flow fire—that I had her from my face before {he 
went off, or I would not have miffed my mark; and from the 
pofition my piece was in when it went off, it was not likely 
that my gun killed this man, yet I acknowledged I was not 
certain that it was not fo. They then carried me to Bed¬ 
ford, laid me in irons in the guard-houfe, fumraoned a jury of 
the oppfite party, and held an inqueft. The jury brought me 

• in guilty of wilful murder. As they were afraid to keep me 
! long in Bedford, for fear of a refeue, they fent me privately 

through the wildernefs to Carlifle, where I was laid in heavy 
'-■irons. . 
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Shortly after I came here, we heard that a number of tnyx>l& 
black boys were coming to tear down the jail. I told the fhe- 
rifF that I would not be refcued, as I knew that the indictment 
■was wrong; therefore I wifhed to ftand my trial. As I had 
found the black boys to be always under good command, X ex¬ 
pected I could prevail on them to return, and therefore wilh- 
ed to write to them—to this the Iheriff readily agreed. I wrot9 
a letter to them, with irons on my hands, which was immedi¬ 
ately fent; but as they had heard that I was in irons, they 
would corne on. When we heard they were near the town, I 
told the Iheriff I would fpeak to them out of the window, and if 
the irons were off, I made no doubt but I could prevail on them 
to defilL The Iheriff ordered them to be taken off, and juft as 
they were taken off my hands, the black boys came runni: g up 
to the jaih I went to the window and called to them, and they 
gave attention. I told them as my indictment was for wilful 
murder, to admit of being refcued, would appear difhonorable. 
I thanked them for their kind intentions, and told them the 
greateft favor they could confer upon me, would be to grant me 
this one requeft, to withdraw from the jail, and return in peace : 
to this they complied, and withdrew. While I was fpeaking, 
the irons were taken off my feet, and never again put on. 

Before this party arrived at Conococheague, they met about 
three hundred more, on the way, coming to their affiftance, and 
were refolved to take me out; they then turned, and all earns 
together, to Carlifle. The reafon they gave for coming again, 
was, beeaufe they thought that government was fo enraged at 
me that I would not get a fair trial; but my friend's and myfuf 
together again prevailed on them to return in peace. 

At this time the public papers were partly rilled with thefe 
occurrences. The following is an extraCt from tlie Pennfyl- 
vania Gazette, number 21132, November 2d, 1769. 

“ Conococheague , OSlcber 1 6tb, 1769. 

“ Mess. Hall & Sellers, 

“ Pleafe to give the following narrative a place in your Ga¬ 
zette, and you will much oblige 

“ Your humble fervant, 

“ WILLIAM SMITH.” 


“Whereas, in this Gazette of September 28th, 1769, there 
appeared an extraCt of a letter from Bedford, September 12th, 
1769, relative to James Smith, as being apprehended on fufpi- 
cion ofbeiDg a black boy, then killing his companion, &c. I 
look upon myfelf as bound by, all the obligations of truth, juf- 
K 
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fee to chara&er and to the world, to fet that matte? in a true 
Tight; by which, I hope the impartial world will be enabled to 
obtain a more juft opinion of the prefemt fcheme of afting in 
this end of the country, as alfo to form a true idea of the truth, 
Candor, and ingenuity of the author of the faid extratt, in Ba¬ 
ting that matter in fo partial a light. The flite of the cafe 
(which can be made appear by undeniable evidence,) was this: 
“James Smith, (who is ftiled the principal ring leader of the 
black boys, by the faid author) together with his younger bro¬ 
ther, and brother-in-law, were going out in order to furvey and 
improve their land on the Waters of Youghoghany, and as the 
time of their return was long, they took with them their arms, 
fend horfes loaded with tile neceffarie 3 of life: and as one of 
Smith’s brothers-in-law was an arthd in furveying, he had al¬ 
fo with him the inftruments for that bufinefs. Travelling on 
the way, within about nine miles of Bedford, they overtook} 
fend joined company with one Johnfon and Moorhead, who like- 
wife had horfes loaded} part of which loading was liquor, and part 
feed wheat, their intentions being to make improvements on 
their lands. When they arrived at the parting, of the road on 
this fide Bedford, the company feparated, one part going through 
the town, in order to get a horfe fliod, were apprehended, and 
put under confinement, but for what crime they knew not, and 
treated in a manner utterly inconliftent with the laws of their 
country, and the liberties of Jmglifhmen:—Whilft the other 
part, Viz. James Smith, Johnfon and Moorhead, taking along the 
other road, were met by John Holmes efq. to whom James 
Smith fpoke in a friendly manner, but received no anfvver. 
Mr.. Holmes hafted, and gave an alarm in Bedford, from whence 
a party of men were fent in purfuit of them ; hut Smith and 
his companions not having the leaft thought of any fuch mea- 
fures being taken, (why fhould they?) travelled fiowly on* 
After they had gained the place where the roads joined, they 
delayed until'the other part of their company fhould come up. 
At this time a aumberof men came riding,like men travelling; 
they Tiked'Smith-his'iiame, which he told them—on which they 
immediately affaulted him as highway-men, and with presented 
pifbois, commanded Jhiiln to furrender, or he was a dead man ; 
iipoh Which SfAith ftepped hack, afked them if they were Kigh- 
jyay-meu, charging them at the fame time to Hand off, when im¬ 
mediately, Robert George (one of the affailants) fnappedapif- 
tol at Smith’s head, and that before Smith offered to ftioot; 
£which faid George himfelf ackriowled upon oath;) whereupon 
Smith presented his gun at another of the affailants, who was 
preparing to fliuot him with-'his piftol. The faid affailant ha¬ 
ying a hold of johnfon by the arm, two ihots were'fired, one 
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by Smith’s gun, the other from a piflol, fo quick as juft .tAh? 
diftingujfhabfe, and Johnfon fell. After which Smith was ta¬ 
ken and carried into Bedford, where John Holmes, efq. the in¬ 
former, held an inquefton the c.orpfe, on? of the afiailants being 
as an evidence, (nor was there any other troubled about thy 
matter) Smith was brought in guilty of wilful murder, and fo 
commuted to prjfon. But a jealoufy arlfing in the breafts of 
many that the inqueft, either through inadvertency, ignorance 
or fome other default, was not fo fair as it ought to bp j .Wil¬ 
liam Depy, corroner of the county, upon requifion made, 
thought proper to re-examine the matter, and furtimoning a ju¬ 
ry of unexceptionable men, out of three townfeips-^men whofe 
candor, probity and honefiy, is unqueftionable with all who ar*i 
acquainted with them, and having raffed the corpfe, held an 
inqueft in a fofemn manner, during three days. In the 
courfe of their ferptiny they found John foil’s fhirt blacked about 
the bullit-hole, by the powder of the charge by which he was 
jcilled, whereupon they examined into the diftance Smith flood 
from Johnfon when he {hot, and qne of the affailants being ad¬ 
mitted to oath, fwore to the refpective fpots of ground they 
both flood on at that time, which the jury meafured, and found 
to be twenty-three feet, nearly ; then trying the experiment of 
fhooting at the fame fhirt, both with and againft the wind, and 
at the fame diftance, found no effects, not the leaft ftairi from 
the powder, on the fhirt :~And let any perfon that pleafes, 
make the experiment, and I will venture to affirm he fhall find 
that powder v 4 U not ftain at half the diftance above mentioned, 
if foot out of a rifle gun, which Smith’s was. Upon the whole, 
the jury, after the moft accurate examination, and mature deli¬ 
beration, brought in their vevdjCl that feme one of the aflail- 
ants themfelves mi>ft neceflarily have been the perpetrators of 
.the murder. 

“ I have now reprefented the matter in its true and genuine 
colors, and which I will abide by. I only beg liberty to make 
a few ceiparks and reflections on the above mentioned extraCl. 
The author fays “ James Smith,-with two others irt company, 
palled routid the town, without touching,” by which it is plays 
he would infinuate, and make the public believe that Smith, and. 
that part of the company, had taken feme bye road, which is 
utterly falfe, for it was the king’s high-way, and the %aightejl, 
that through Bedford, being fometbing to the one fide, nor 
would the other part of the company have gone through tfye 
town, but for the reafen already given. Again, the author 
fays that “four men were font in pnrfuit of Smith and his com¬ 
panions, who overtook them about five miles, from Bedford, and 
commanded them to furrender, on which Smith prefer*ted his 
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gun kt one of the men, who was ftruggling with his compani¬ 
on, fired it at him, and Ihot his companion through the back.” 
Here I would juft remark again, the unfair and partial account 
given of this matter, by the author; not a word mentioned of 
George’s flapping his piftol before Smith offered to flioot, or of 
another of the affailants adtually firing his piftol, though he 
confeffed himfelf afterwards, he had done fo; not the leaft 
mention of the company’s baggage, which, to men in the leaft 
open to a fair enquiry, would have been fufficient proof of the 
innocence of their intentions. Muft not an effufive blufh over- 
fpreacl the face of the partial reprefenter of fa6ts, when he finds 
the veil he had thrown over truth thus pulled aiide, and Die ex- 
y>ofed to naked view. Suppofe it ftiould be granted that Smith 
foot t}ie man, (which is not, and I prefume never can be pro¬ 
ven to be the cafe) I would only afk, was he not on his own de¬ 
fence ? Was he not publicly alfaulted? Was he not charged at 
the perjl of his life, to furrender, without knowing for what ? 
No warrant being fhown him, or any declaration made of their 
'authority. And feeing thefe things are fo, would any judicious 
man, any perfon in the leaft acquainted with the laws of the 
land, or morality, judge him guilty of wilful murder ? But I 
humbly prefume every one who has an opportunity of feeing 
this, will by this time be convinced that the proceedings againft 
Smith were truly unlawful and tyranical, perhaps unparalleled 
by anyinftance jn a civilized nation; for to endeavor to kill 
a man in the apprehending him, in order to bring him to trial 
for a faft, and that too on a fuppofed one, is undoubtedly beyond 
all bounds of law or government. 

“ If the author of the extra6l thinks I have treated him un- 
. fair, or that I have advanced any thing he can controvert, let 
him come forward a3 a fair antagonift, and make his defence, 
and I will, if called upon, vindicate all that I have advanced 
againft him or his abettors. 

“WILLIAM SMITH” 

I remained in prifon four months, and during this time I of¬ 
ten thought of thofe that were confined in the time of the 
perfecution, who declared their prifon was converted into a 
palace,' I now learned what this meant, as I never fince, or 
before, experienced four months of equal happinefs. 

When the fupreme court fat, I was feverely profecuted. At 
■the commencement of my trial, the judges in a very unjuft and 
arbitrary manner, rejected feveral of my evidences; yet, as 
Robert George (one of thofe who were in the fray when I was 
taken) fwore in court that he fnapped a piftol at me before I 
#¥>t, and a concurrence of corroborating circumftances, am- 
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eunted to ftrong prefumptive evidence that it could not pofiibly 
be my gun that killed Johnfon, the jury, without hefilation, 
brought in their verdict, NOT GUILTY. One of the judges 
then declared that not one of this jury {mould ever hold any 
office above a conftable. Notwithstanding this proud, ill-natu¬ 
red declaration, fome of thefe jurym.en afterwards filled honor¬ 
able places, and I myfelf was elected the next year, and fat on 
the boards in Bedford younty, and afterwards X fcrved.in the 
board three years in Weftmoreland county. 

In the year 1774* another Indian war commenced, though at 
this time the white people were the aggreHors. The prolpedl 
of this terrified the frontier inhabitants, infomuch that the 
greater part on the Obip waters, either fled over the mountains^ 
eaftward, or collected into forts. As the ftate of Pennfylvanja 
apprehended great danger, they at this time appointed me cap¬ 
tain over what was then called the Pennfylvania line. As 
they knew I could raife men that would anfwcr their purpofe, 
they feetned to lay afide their former inveteracy. 

In the year 1776, I was appointed a major in the Pennfyl¬ 
vania aflociation. When American independence was decla¬ 
red, I was ele6ted a member of the convention in Woftmore- 
land county, ftate of Pennfylvania, and of the affembly as long 
as I propofed to ferve. 

While I attended the affembly in Philadelphia, in the year 
1777,1 faw in the ftreet, fome of my old boys, on their 1 way te 
the Jerfeys, againft the Britifn, and they defired me to go with 
them—I petitioned the houfe for leave of abfence, in order 
head a fcouting party, which was granted me. We marched 
into the Jerfeys, and went before General Washington’s army, 
way-laid the road at Rocky Hill, attacked about two hundred 
gf the Britifh, and with thirty-fix men drovp theip.out pf the 
woods into a large open field. After this we attacked a party 
that were guarding the officers baggage, 2nd took the waggon, 
and twenty two Heflians; and alfo re-toojc fome of our conti¬ 
nental fqldierg which they had with them. In a few days w£ 
killed and took more of the Britifli, than was of our party. At 
this time I took the camp fever, and was carried in a flage 
waggon to Burlington, where I lay until I recovered. When 
I took fick, my companion, Major James M’Common, took the 
command of the party, and had greater fuccefs than I had. If 
every officer and his party that lifted arms againfl the. Englifh, 
had fought with the fame fuccefs that Major M’Common did, 
we would have made fhort work of the Britifli war. 

* A board of commiffioners was annually elefted in Pennfylvania, to regu¬ 
late taxes, and lay the county levj, 
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When I returned to Philadelphia, I applied to the aflembly 
for leave to raife a'battallion of riflemen, which they appeared 
very willing to grant, hut faid they could not do it, as the 
power of raffing men and commiifioning officers was at that time 
committed to General Wafliington, therefore they advifed me 
to apply to his excellency. The following is a frue copy of a 
letter of recommendation which I received z\t this time, from 
the council cf fafety: 


SIR, 


f‘ IN COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 

‘‘ Philadelphia, February io tb^ J7 77 - 


“ Application has been made to ns by James Smith efq. of 
Wefhnoreland, a gentleman w'ell acquainted with the Indian 
euftoms, and their manners cf carrying on war, for leave to 
raife battallion pf marks-mtn, expert in the i;fe of rifles, and 
fuch as are acquainted with the Indian method of fighting, tp 
he drefTed entirely in their faihion, for the purpofe of annoying 
and harraffing the enemy in their marches and encampments. 
We think two or three hundred men in that way, might bg 
very ufeful. Should your excellency be of the fame opinion, 
and direct fuch a corps to be formed, we will take proper mea- 
fures ■for raifing the men on the frontiers of this Rate, and fol¬ 
low fuch other dire&ions as your excellency fli^U give ir, this 
matter. 

“ To bis excellency Gciitrcl Washington .” 

“ Thp foregoing is a copy of a letter to his excellency Gen¬ 
eral Wqfhington, from the council of fafety. 

“JACOB S. HOWELL, Secretary .” 


After this I received another letter of ^recommendation, 
which is as follows : 

“ We wbofe names are under written, do certify that James 
Smith (now of the county of Weftmoreland) was taken prifon- 
er by the Indians, in an expedition before General Braddock’e 
defeat, ip the year 1755, and remained with them until the 
year ij 6 o : and alfp that he ferved as gpfign, in the year 
1763, under the pay of the province of Pennfylvania, and as 
lieutenant, in the year 1764, and as captain, in the year 1774 j 
and as a military officer he has fuftained a good charafter - 
And we do recommend him a? a perfon -well acquainted with the 
Indian’s method of fighting, and, in our humble opinion, ex- 
ceedmglyffit for. the command of a ranging or fcouting. panty, 
which we are alfo humbly of opinion, he could (if legally au- 
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thorized) fooii raife. Given under our hands at Philadelphia, 
this 13th day of March, 1777* 


. John ProElor, col. 
Jonathan Hoge, esq. 
Williarn Parker , caps. 
Robert Elliot, 

Joseph Armstrong, co/. 
Robert Peebles, lient, col. 
Samuel Patton, caps. 
William Lye?i,esqP 


Thomas Paxton , capt. 
William Duff, eld, esq. 
David Robb, 6 sq. 

John Piper, col. 

William M 'Comb, 

William Pepper, lieiit. col. 
James M’Clane , esq. 


With thefe, and fome other letters ©Frecommendation, which 
f have not now in my pofleffion, I went to his excellency, who 
lay at Morriftown. Though General Wafhington did not fall 
in with the fcheme of white-men turning Indians, yet he pro- 
pofed giving me a major’s place in a battallion of ri.de men al¬ 
ready raifedi I thanked the general for his propoial; but 33 
I entertained no high opinion of the colonel that I was to ferve 
under, and with him I had no profpeA of gatting my old b’oyS 
again, I thought I would be of more ufe in the caufe we were 
then ftruggling to fupport, to remain with them as a militia of¬ 
ficer, therefore I did not accept this offer. 

In the year 1778, I received a colonel’s commiffion, and af¬ 
ter my return to Weftmoreland, the Indians made an attach 
upon our frontiers. I then raifed men and purfued them, and 
the fecond day we overtook and defeated them. W r e likewife 
took four fealps, and recovered the horfes and plunder which 
they were carrying off. At the time of this attack. Captain 
John Hinkfton purfued an Indian, both their guns being empty* 
and after the fray was over he was miffing:—While we were 
enquiring about him, he came walking up,feemingly.unconcern-, 
ed, with a bloody fcalp in his hand—he had purfued the Indian 
about a quarter of a mile,, and tomahawked him. 

Not long after this. I was called upon to command tour, hun¬ 
dred riflemen, on an expedition againft the Indian town on 
French Creek. It was fome time in November, before I re¬ 
ceived orders from General M’Intofli, to march, and then \vjt 
*vere poorly equipped, and fcarce of provifions. We marched 
in three columns, forty rod from each other. There were.alfa 
flankers on the outfide of each column, that marched a-breaft, 
in the rear, in fcattered order—and even in the columns, the 
men were one rod apart—and in the front, the volunteers 
inarched a-breaft, in the fame mariner of the flankers, fcourjrng 
the woods. In cafexff an attack, the officers were immediate¬ 
ly to order the men to face oat and take trees---jn this pcfitioh 
the Indiana could not avail them(elyeg by. fur rounding _ua, pr 
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have, an opportunity of {hooting a man from" either'fide of the 
trice. If attacked, the centre column was to reinforce what* 
ever part-appeared to require it moll., When we encamped, 
our encampment formed a hollow fquare, including about thir¬ 
ty or'forfcy acres—on the outfide of the fquare there were cen- 
tinels placed, whofe 'bufinefs it was to watch for the eneihy, 
and fee that neither horfes or bullocks went out:—And when 
enoanlped, if any attacks were made, by ah enemy, each'officer 
was immediately to order the men to face out and take trees, 
as before mentioned; and fin this form they could not take the 
advantage by furrounding us, as they commonly had done when 
tlhev fought the-'whites. 

The following is a copy of general orders, given at this time^ 
which I have found among my journals : 

“AT CAMP—OPPOSITE TORT PITT, 

“ November igtb , 1778. 
“GENERAL ORDERS: 

“ A copy thereof is to be given to each captain and subaltern , 

' and to be read to each company. 

• “ You are to march in three columns, with flankers on the 
•front and rear, and to keep a profound filence, and not to 
fire a gun, except at the enemy, without particular orders for 
that purpofe ; and in cafe of an attack, let it be fo ordered that 
every other man only, is to {hoot at once, excepting on extra¬ 
ordinary occafions. The one half of the men to keep a referve 
ffre, until .tlieir comrades load; and let every one be particular¬ 
ly careful not tc fire at any time, without a view of the.enemy, 
and thatnot at too great a diffiance. learnedly urge the above 
caution,- as -1 have known, very remarkable and grievous errors 
of this kind. You are to encamp on the hollow fquare, except 
the volunteers, who, according to their own requeft, are to en¬ 
camp on # thc front of the fquare. A fufficient number of; cen? 
tfnels q.reto be kept round the fquare, at a proper diftarice. 
Every man is to be under arms at the break of day, arid to pa¬ 
rade -oppofite to their.fireplaces, facing out,'and.when the effi- 
c£rs examine their arms, and find them in good order, and give 
neceiTai'y directions, they are to be difmiifed, with .orders to 
have their arms near them, and be always in readinefs. 

“ Given by 

t ‘ “JAMES SMITH, Colonel” . 

In this mariner we proceeded on, to French Creek, where we 

found ‘ the • Indian town evacuated. I then, went .on further 
than my orders called for, in queft of Indians ; but our provi- 
fl&n.sleixg ueaflyieiiiiaufted, we were obliged to return. . On 
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our way back, we met with confiderable difficulties on account 
o high waters arid fcarcity of : provifion ; yet we never loft one 
horfe, excepting feme that gave out. 

Alter peace was made with the Indians, I met with fome of 
them in Pittlburg, and enquired of them in their own tongue; 
concerning.this expedition,—not jetting,them know I was there. 
They told me that they watched the movements of this army 
ever after they had left Fort-Pitt, and as they puffed thro the 
glades or barrens they had a full view of them from the adja¬ 
cent hills and computed their nurriber to be be about one thou¬ 
sand. They faid they alfo examined their camps; both before 
and after they were gene, and found, they couldnotmake an ad¬ 
vantageous attack, and therefore moved off from their town and 
hunting ground before we arrived. 

In the year 1788 I fettled in Bourbon county, Kentucky, fe- 
ven miles above Paris ; and in the fame year was elected 2 
member of the convention, that fat at flanville, to confer about 
a feparation from the ftate of Virginia.—and from that year Un¬ 
til the year 1799, I repi'efented Bou rbon county, either in con¬ 
vention or as a member of the general affembly, except two 
years that I was left a few votes behind. 


ON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF TH& 
INDIANS. 

The Indians are a flovenly people in their drefis.—They 
feldom ever wafh their jhirts, and in regard to cookery they 
are exceeding filthy. When! they kill a buffaloe they v/ill fortle- 
times lath the paunch of it round a faplirig, and caft Jt into the’ 
kettle, boil .it and fup the broth ; tho they commonly ftiake it a- 
bout in cold water, then boil and eat it.—Notwithftanding all 
this, they areivery polite iri their oWri way, and they retain a- 
mong them, the effentials of good manners ; tho they have few 
compliments, yet they are complanant to one ariother, arid when 
accompanied with good humour and diferetion, they entertain 
ftr angers in the belt manner their circuiriftances will admit. 
They ufe but fe’w titles of honor. In the military line, the titles 
of great men are only captains or leaders of parties—In the civil 
line, the titles sre only councilors, chiefs or the old wHemen. 
Thefe titles are never made ufe of in addrefiing any of their 
great men. The language commonly made ufe of in addretling 
thepi, is, Grandfather, Father, ol - Uncle. They have np.fvch 
thing in ufe among, them, as Sir, Mr. Madam or Miftrefs—The 
Common mode of addrefs, is, my Friend, Brother, Coulln, or 
Mother Sifter, &c. They pay great relpedt to age ; or to the 
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aged Fathers and Mothers among them of every rank. No one 
can arrive at any place of honor, among them, but by merit. 
Either fome exploit in war^ muft be performed, before any one 
can be advanced in the military line, or become eminent for 
wifdom before they can obtain a feat in council. It would ap¬ 
pear to the Indians a mod ridiculous thing to fee a man lead off 
a company of warriors, as an officer, who had himfelf never been 
in a battle in his.life : even in cafe of merit, they are flow in 
advancing any one, until they arrive at or near -middle-age. 

They invite every one that comes to their houfe, or camp to 
eat, while they have any thing to give ; and it is accounted bad 
manners to refufe eating, when invited. 1'hey are very tenaci¬ 
ous of their old mode of dreflingand painting, and do nbt change 
their fafhions as we do. They are very fond of tobacco, and. 
the men almoft all fmoke it mixed with fumach leaves or red 
Willow bark, pulverized ; thothey feldomufe it any other way. 
They maketife of the pipe alfo as a token of love and friendfliip. 

In cpurtflrip they alfo differ ffom us. It is a common thing a- 
mOngthem for a young woman,* if in love, to make fuit to a 
young man-: thothe fir A: addrefs may be by the man ; yet the 
other is the moft common. The fquaws are generally very im- 
modeft in theirwords and actions, and will often put the young 
men to the blufli. The men commonly appear to be poflefled 
of much more modefty than the women ; yet I have been ac¬ 
quainted with fome young fquaws that appeared really modeft : 
genuine it muft her, as they were under very little reftraint in 
the channel of education or cuftom. 

When the Indians meet one-another, inftead of faying, how do 
you do, they commonly falute in the following manner—you are 
my friend—the reply is, truly friend, I am your friend,—or, 
coufrn, you yet exift—the reply is certainly I do.—They have 
their cbildEeii under tolerable command : feldom ever whip 
them, and their common mode of chaftifing, is by ducking them 
i^n cold water ; therefore their^children are more obedient in 
the winter .feafon, than they are in the fummer ; tho they are 
then not fo, often ducked. They are a peaceable people, and 
fcarcely ever wrangle or fcold, when fober ; but they are very 
much addicted to drinking, and men and women will become 
bafely intoxicated, if they can, by any means, procure or obtain 
fpiritubus iiquor; and then they are commonly either extremely 
merry and kind, or very turbulent, ill-humoured and diforderly 

ON THEIR TRADITIONS AND RELIGIOUS SEN¬ 
TIMENTS. 

As the family that I was adopted into was intermarried, with, 
the Wundots and Ottawas, three tongues were commonly fpokc 
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viz. Caughnewaga, or what the French call Iroque, alfo the 
Wiandot and Ottawa ; by this means I had an opportunity of 
learning thefe three tongues ; and I found that thefe nations 
varied in their traditions and opinions concerning religion ? 
and even numbers of the fame nations differed widely in their 
religious fentitaents. Their traditions are vague, whimfical, ro-. 
jnantic and many of them feared worth relating ; and not any 
of them reach back to the creation of the world. The Wian-j 
dots comes the rieareft to this. They tell of a fquaw that was 
found when an infant, in the water in a canoe made of bull-.rufla T 
es : this fquaw became a great propbetrefs and did many won¬ 
derful things ; Hie turned water into dry land, and at length 
made this continent, which<was, at that time, only a very final! 
ifland, and but a few Indians in it. Tho they were then but fevtf 
they had not fufficient room to hunt ; therefore this fquaw 
went to the water fide, and prayed that this little ifland might 
he enlarged. The great being then heard her prayer, and fent. 
great numbers of Wa ter Tortoifes, and Mufkrats, which brought 
with them rpud and other materials, for enlarging this ifland, 
and by this means, they fay,- it was encreafed to the fize that it 
now remains ; therefore they fay, that the white people ought 
not to encroach upon" them-, or take their land from them, be- 
caufe their great grand mother made it.—They fay, that about 
this time the angels or heavenly inhabitants, as they call them, 
frequently vifited them and talked with their forefather’s.; and. 
gave directions how to pray, and howto appeafe the great being 
when he was offended. They told them they were to offer fat 
criflee, burn tobacco, buffaloe and deer bones ; but that they 
were not to jnirn bears or racoons bones in facrifice. 

The Ottawas fay, that there are two great beings that rule 
and govern*jje umyerfis, who are at war with each ptlier ; the 
one they call Maneto , and the other Matcbemaneto. They 
fay that Maneto is all kindnefs and love, and that Match ema, 
neto is an. evil fpirit, that delights in doing mifehief'; and Coipfi 
of them think, that they- are equal in power, and therefore 
Worfliip the evil fpirit out of a principle of f^ar. Others doul>$ 
wliich of the;two may be the moil powerful, and therefore ep^ 
deavour to-keqp in favour with both, by giving each of then; 
fome kind of .worfliip. Others' f^y that Maneto is the firft great 
caufe and therefore rauft be all powerful and fupreme, and ought 
to be adored and worshipped j whereas Matcheipaneto ought 
to Be rejeCled and difpifed. 

Thofe of the Ottawa® that worlhip the evil fpirit, pretend 
to be great conjurors. I think if there is any .fuch thing now in 
the world as witchcraft, it is among thefe people. I have been 
told wonderful .{lories concerning theirptojeeedingj. hut never 
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jras eye witnefs to any thing that appeared evidently fuperna- 
tural,' ' # 

Some of the Wiandots and Gaughneivagasprofefs to be Ro- 
jman-catholics : but evfen thefe retain many of the notions of 
their apceffprs. Thofe of thetp who reject the Roman-catholic 
religion, hold that there is one great firft caufe, whom they 
call Qiv'aneejro , that rules and governs the univerfe, and takes 
care of all his creatures, rational and irrational, and gives there 
their food in due feafon, and hears the prayers of all thofe that 
call upon hint ; therefore it i§ but jufb and reafonable to pray, 
and offer facrifice to this great being, and to do thofe things that 
are pleafing in his fight 1but they differ widely in. what is 
pleafir.g or difpleafing to this greit being. Some hold that 
Following nature or their own ptopenfities is the way to happi- 
nefs, and cannot be difpleafing to the deity, becrufe he delights 
in the happmefs of his creatures, and does nothing in vain 5 
but gave thefe difpofitions with a defign to lead to happinefe, 
and therefore they ought to be followed. Others’-rejedl this o~ 
pinion altogether, and fay that following their own propenlities 
in this manner, is neither the means ofhappinefs nor the way to 
jpleafe the deity. i ■’ 

Tecaughretanego was of opinion that following nature in a 
limited'fenfe was reafonable and right. He faid that moft of 
the irrational animals by following their natural propenlities, 
•were led to the greateft pitch of happinefs that their natures 
and the world they lived in would admit of. He faid that man¬ 
kind an4 the rattle fnake? had eyil difpofitions,* that led them 
to injure themfelves and others-. He gave inftances of this. He 
faid he had'a puppy that he did'not intend to raife-j andin order 
to try an experiment, he tyed this puppy on a poie-ynd held it to 
a rattle fnake, yyhich bit it feyeral times ; that he obfervedthe 
fnake fiiortly after, rolling about apparently in gr^ht mjfery, fo 
that it appeared to have pqifoned itfelf as well as the puppy. 
The other infHnce he gave was concerning hjmfelf. fie faid 
that when he was a young mart, he was very fond of the women, 
and at length got the vener eal difeafe, fo that by following this 
propenlity, he was led to injure himfelf and others. He faid 
Cur'happinefs depends on-our uling our reaforj, in order to 
fupprefs thefe evil difpofitions ; but when our propenfities nei¬ 
ther lead us to injure ouifelves nor others, we might with faf-e- 
ty indulge them, or even purfufe them as the means of happi- 
nefs. 

The Indians generally, are of opinion that thm-e are great 
numbers of inferior Deities,-which they call Carreya^aroona y 
•which fignifies the Heavenly Inhabitants. Thefe beings they 
ifuppofe are employed as affiftapts, jn ipanaging the affairs o.f the 
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univerfe, and in infpe6ting the a&ion.i of men : and that even 
the irrational animals are engaged in viewing their aftions, and 
bearing intelligence to the Gods. The eagle, for this purpofe, 
with her keen eye,'is foaring about in the day, and the o\yl, 
with her nightly eye, perched on the trees around their 
camp in the night; therefore, when they obferve the eagle cr 
the owl near, they immediately offer facrifice, or burn tobacco, 
that they may have a good report to carry to the Gods. They 
fay that there are alfo great numbers of evil fpirits, which they 
call Onasa&roona, which fignifies the Inhabiants of the Lower 
Region. Thefe they fay arg employed in difturbing the world, 
and the good fpirits are always going after them, and fetting 
things right, fo that they are constantly working in oppoftion 
to each other. Some talk -of a future Race, but not with any 
certainty: at oeft their notions are vague and unfettled. Oth¬ 
ers deny a future ftute altogether, and fay that after death they 
neither think or live. 

As the Caugnewagas and the fix nations fpeak nearly the 
fame language, their theology is alfo nearly alike. When I 
met with the Shawanees or Delawares, as I could not fpeak 
their tongue, I fpoke Ottawa to them, and as it bore fome re¬ 
semblance to their language, we underftood each other in fome 
common affairs, but as I could only converfe with them very 
imperfe&ly, I cannot from my own knowledge, with certainty, 
give any account of their theological opinions. 

ON THEiR POLICE, OR CIVIL GOVERNMENT, 

I have bften heard, of Indian Kings, but never faw any.— 
Kow any terjp ufed" by the Indians in their own tongue, for the 
chief man of a nation, could be rendered King, I know hotf 
The chief of a nation’ is neither a fupre.me ruler, monarch 
qr potentate—.He can neither make war or peace, league? 
or treaties—He cannot imprefs foldiers, or difpofe of maga. 
sines—He cannot adjourn, prorogue or diffolve a general affem- 
bly, nor can he refufe his affent to their conclufions, or in any 
manner controul them—With them there is no fuch thing as 
hereditary fucceffion, title of nobility or royal blood, even talked 
fd—T he chief ox a nation,, even with the confent of his affem-' 
bly, or council, cannot raife one Railing of tax off the citizens,, 
but only receive what they pleafe to give as free and voluntary 
donations—The chief of a nation has to hunt for his living, as 
any other citizen—How then can they with any propriety, be 
called kings i J apprehend that the white people were formerly, 
fo fond of the name of kings, and fo ignorant of their power, 
|,hat they concluded the chief man of a nation muft be a king.' 
As they>re ilHterate;, they copfequently have no written 
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code of laws. What they execute as laws, are either old cuf- 
toms, or the immediate refult of new councils. Some of their 
ancient laws or cuftoms are very pernicious, and difturb the 
public weal. Their vague law of marriage is a glaring inftance 
of this, as the man ,and his wife are under no legal obligation 
to live together, if they are both willing to part. They have. 
little form, or ceremony among them, in matrimony, but do 
like the Ifraelites of old—the man goes in unto the woman, and 
fhe becomes his wife. The years of puberty and the age of 
confent, is about fourteen for the women, and eighteen for the, 
men. Before I was taken by the Indians, I had often heard 
that in the ceremony of marriage, the man gave the woman a 
deer’s leg, and Ihe gave him a red ear of corn, fignifyipg that, 
flie was to keep him in bread, and he was to keep her in meat. 
I. enquired of them, concerning the truth of this, and they faid 
they knew nothing of it, further than that they had heard it. 
was the ancient cuftom among fome nations. Their frequent 
changing of partners prevents propagation, creates difturban- 
ees, and often occafions-murder and b}oodihed; though this ia- 
commonly committed under the pretence of being drunk. 
Their impunity tp crimes committed when intoxicated with 
fpirituous iiquors, or their admitting one crime as an e^cufe 
for another, is a very unjuft law or cuftom. > 

The extremes they run into in dividing the nececeflaries of: 
life, are hurtful J.o the public weal; though their dividing meat, 
when hunting, may anfwer a valuable purpofe, as. one family 
may have fuccefs one day, and the other the next; but their 
carrying this cuftom to. the town, or to agriculture, is,Unking 
at the root of induftry, as induftrious perfons ought , to be, rd-' 
warded, and the lazy fuffer, for their indolence, 
i They haye fcareeiy any penal laws : the principal puniftiment 
is degrading: even murder is not puniftied by any formal low,, 
only the friends of the murdered are at,liberty to flay the Wir-> 
derer, if fome attonement is not made. Their not an-neging* 
penalties to their laws, is perhaps not as great a crime^or, as - 
unjuft and cruel, as the bloody penal laws of England, which! 
we have fo long Ihamefully pra&ifed, aad which are in force in, 
this ftate, until our penitentiary houfe is finilhed, which is now. 
building, and then they are to be repealed. 

Let us alfo take a view of the advantages attending Indian, 
police :-VThey are not pppreffed or peeplexed with expenftve* 
litigation—They .are not injured by *legal robbery—They 
have no fplendid villains that make themfelves grand and great 
Upon other peoples labor—They have neither church or ftat« 
eredltd as money-making machines. .. s 
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ON THEIR DISCIPLINE, AND METHOD OF WAR. 

I have often heard the Britifh officers call the Indians the 
undifciplined favages, which is a capital miftake—>as they have 
all the effentials of difcipline. They are under good com¬ 
mand, and pundtual in obeying orders: they can a6l in concert, 
and when their officers lay a plan and give orders, they will 
chearfully unite in putting all their direttions into immediate 
fexecrttion; and by each man Obferving the motion or move¬ 
ment of his right hand companion, they can communicate the 
motion from right to left, and'march a-breaft in concert, and 
in fcattered order, though the line may be more than a mile 
long, and continue, if occafion requires, for a confiderable dif- 
tanee, without diforder or confufion. They can perform va¬ 
rious neceffary manoeuvres, either flowly, or as faft as they can 
run: they can form a circle, or femi-circle: the circle they 
make ufe of, in order to furround their enemy, and the femi cir¬ 
cle if the enemy has a river on one fide of them. They can 
alfo form a large hollow fquare, face out and take trees: this 
they do, if their enemies are about furroui’iding them, to pre¬ 
vent being fhot from either fide of the tree. When they go 
into battle they are not loaded or encumbered with many 
clothes, as they commonly fight naked, fave only breech-clout, 
leggins and raockefons. There is no fuch thing as corporeal 
punifhmerit ufed, in order to bring them under fuch good difci¬ 
pline : degrading rs the only chaftifement, and they are fo una¬ 
nimous in this, that it effectually anfwers the purpofe. Their 
officers plan, order and conduCt matters until they are brought 
into action, and then each man is to fight as though he tvas to 
gain the battle himfelf. General orders are commonly given 
in time of battle, either to advance or retreat, and is done by 
a fhout or yell, which is well underftood, and then they retreat 
or advance in concert. They are generally well equipped, and 
exceeding expert and a&ive in the ufe of arms. Could it be 
fuppofed that undifciplined troops could defeat Generals Brad- 
doGk, Grant, &c ? It may be faid by fome that the French 
were alfo engaged in this war : true, they were ) yet I know it 
was the Indians that laid the plan, and with fmall affiftance, 
put it into execution. The Indians had no aid from the French, 
or any other power, when they befieged Fort Pitt in the year 
>763, and cut off the communication for a confiderable time, 
between that poll and Fort Loudon, and would have defeated 
General Bouquet’s army, (who were on the way to raife the 
fiege) had it not been for the affiftance of the Virginia volun¬ 
teers. They had no Britifh troops with them when they de¬ 
feated Colonel Crawford, near the Sandufky, inthetime'of the* 
•American War with Great Britain; or when they defeated 
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Colonel Loujfhrie, on the Ohio, near the Miami, on his way 
to meet General Clarke : this was alfo in the time of theB’-i- 
tiih War. It was the Indians alone that defeated Colonel 
Todd, in Kentucky, near the Blue lldks. in the year 1782 ; 
and Colonel Harmer, betwixt the Ohio and Lake Erie, in the 
year 171)0,, and General St. Clair,• in the year 1791 ; and it is 
faid that there were more of our men killed at this defeat, than 
there were in any one battle during our.- c-onteft with Great 
Britain. They had nd aid when they fought even the Virginia 
rifle-men almoft a whole day, at the Great Kanhawa, in the 
year 1774; ai^d when they "found they could not prevail againft 
.the Virginians, they made a moil artful retreat'. Notwithftand- 
ing they had the Ohio to crofs, fome continued firing, whilfl 
.others were.eroding the river; in this manner they proceeded 
until they all got over, before the Virginians knew that they 
had retreated ; and in this retreat they carried off all their 
wounded: In che moil of the foregoing defeats, they fought with 
an inferior number, though irf this, I believe it was not the' cafe* 
Nothing can.be more, unjuftly repreiented than the different 
.accounts we have, had of their number from time to time, both 
•by their own computations, and that of the Britiih. While I 
was among them, I faw the account of the number, that they 
in thofe parts gave to the French, and,kept it by me. When 
they in their o , .1 council-houfe, were taking an account of 
their ftu; .her, with a piece cf bark newly ftripped,-and a fmall 
{tick, which anfwered the end of a flate and pencil,- I took an 
account of the different nations and tribes, which I added,to¬ 
gether, and found there were not half the number which they 
had given the French: and though they were then their allies^ 
and lived among them, it was not eafy finding out the decep¬ 
tion, as they were a wandering fet, and fome of- them almoft al¬ 
ways in the woods hunting. I aiked one of the chiefs whats 
was their reafon for making fuch different returns? He faid it 
was for politic, 1 reafons, in order to obtain greater prefuits 
from the French, by telling them they could not divide fuch 
and fuch quantities of goods among fo many* 

In year of General Bouquet’s laft campaign, 1764, I faw the 
official return made by the Britifh officers, of the number of 
Indians that were in arms againft us that year,-which amount¬ 
ed to thirty thoufand. As I was then a lieutenant in the Britiih 
iervice, 1 told them I was of opinion that there was not above 
one thoufand in arms againft-us, as they were divided by Broad- 
ftreet’s army being then at Lake Erie.- The Britiih officers 
lyjpted at.me, and faid they could not make England fenfible of 
the difficulties they labored under in fighting them, as England 
CvcpecV that their troops could fight the undilciplined lavages-. 
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in America, five to one, as they did the Eaft-Indiaiis, aid 
"therefore my report would not anfwer their purpofe, as they 
could not give an honorable account of . the war, but by aug¬ 
menting their number. I am of opinion that from Braddock’s 
war, until the prefent time, there never were more than three 
thotifand Indians at any time, in arms againft us, weft of Fort 
Pitt, and frequently not half that number. According to the 
Indians’ own accounts, during the whole of Braddock’s war, 
or from 1^55, till 1758, they killed or took, fifty of oitr peo¬ 
ple, for-bne that they loft. In the war that commenced in the 
year 1763, they killed, comparatively, few of our people, and 
loft more of theirs, as the frontiers (especially the Virginians) 
had learned fomething of their method of war : yet, they, 
in this war, according to their own accounts,^fwhich I believe 
to be true) killed or took ten of otir‘people, one they loft* 
Let us now take a view of the blood and treafure that wk$ 
fperit in oppofing comparatively, a few Indian warriors, with 
only fome affiftance from the French, the firft four years of the 
war. Additional to the amazing deftru&ion and daughter that 
the frontiers fuftairied, from Janies River to Sufquehanna, and 
about thirty miles broad ; the following campaigns were alio 
carried on againft the IndiansGeneral jBraddock’s, in the 
year 1755 : Colonel Armftrong’s againft the Catt'anyan town, 
on the Allegheny, 1757 : General Forbes’s, in 1758 r General 
Stanwick’s, in 1759: General Monkton’s, in 1760: Colo¬ 
nel Bouquet’s, in 1761—and 1763, when he fought the batde 
of Brulhy Run, and loft above one hundred men ; but by the af r 
fiftarice of the Virginia volunteers, drove the Indians : Colonel’ 
Armftrong’s, up the Weft Branch of Sufquehanna,- in 1763: 
General Broadftreet’s, up Lake Erie, in 1764 : General Bou¬ 
quet’s, againft the Indians at Mufkingum, in 1764 : Lord Dun- 
ihore’s, in 1774: General M’Intofh’s, in 1778 : Colonel 
Crawford’s, Ihortly after his, General Clarke’s, in 1778—*780: 
Colonel Bowman’s, in 1779 : General Clarke’s, in 1782—againft 
the Wabalh, in 1786: General Logan’s againft the Shawanees, 
in 1786 : General Wilkrnfon’s, in—— : Colonel Harmer’s, in 
1790: and General St. Clair’s in 1791 ; which, in all, are 
twenty-two-campaigns, befide fmaller expeditions, fucli as '' .. 
French Creek expedition, Colonels Edwards’s, Loughvie’s, Sic. 
All thefe were exclufive of the number of men that were irter- 
nally employed as fcouting parties, and in ere6ting forts, guarH- 
ing ftatioiis,- See. ‘When we take the foregoing occurrences 
into confederation, may we not reafopably cpndude, that they 
are the beft difeiplined troops in the known world ? Is it not the 
beft difeipline that ha’s the greateft tendency to annoy the efie- 
jny and fave their -own -men ? I apprehend ; that the* Indian Ifit- 
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cipline is as well calculated to anfwer the purpofe in the woods 
of America, as the Britifh difcipline in Flanders: and Britifh 
difcipline, in the woods, is the way to have men flaughtered, 
with fcarcely any chance of defending themfelves. 

Let us take a view of the benefits we have received, by what 
little We have learned of their art of war, which coft us dear, 
and tiie lofs we have fuftained for want of it, and then fee if it 
will not be well worth our while to retain what we have, and 
alfo to endeavor to improve in this neceflary branch of bufi- 
. nefs. Though we have made confiderable proficiency in this 
line, and in fqme refpe£ts out-do them, viz. as markfmen, and 
, in cutting our rifles, and keeping them in good order ; yet, I 
apprehend we are far behind.in their manoeuvres, or in being 
! able to furprize, or prevent a furprize. May we not conclude 
that the progrefs we had made in their art of war, contributed 
. conliderably towards our fuccefs,. in various refpedts, when 
contending with great Britain for liberty? Had the Britifh 
king attempted to enflave us before Braddock’s war, in all pro- 
. liability he might readily have done it, becaufe, except the 
Hew-Fngianders, who had formerly been engaged in war, with 
, the Indians, we were unacquainted with any kind of war: but 
after fighting fuch a fubtil and barbarous enemy as the Indians, 
we were not terrified at thp approach of Britifh red-coats.— 
W as not Burgoyne’s defeat accomplifhed in fome meafu're, by the 
Indian mode of fighting ? and did not Gen. Morgan’s rifle-men, 
and maqy others, fight with greater fuccefs, in confequence of 
what they had learned of their art of war ? Kentucky would 
not have been fettled at the time it was, had the Virginians 
. been altogether ignorant of this method of war. 

In Braddock’s war, the frontiers were laid wafte, for above 
three hundred miles long, and generally about thirty broad, ex-, 
cepting fome that were living in forts, and many hundreds, or 
perhaps thoiifands, killed or made captives, and horfes, and all 
kinds of property carried off: but, in the next Indian war, 
though we had the fame Indians to cope with, the frontiers al- 
raoil all flood their ground, becaufe they were by this time, in 
fome meafure acquainted with their manoeuvres •, and the 
want of this, in the firfl war, was the caufe of the lofs of many 
hundred of our citizens, and much treafure. 

Though large volumes have been wrote on morality, yet it 
may he all Cammed up in faying, do as you would wifh to be 
done by: fo the Indians fum up the art of war in the following 
manner: 

The.bufinefs of the private warriors is to be under command, 
or punclually to obey orders—to learn to march a-breaft in 
Scattered order, fo as to be in readinefs to furround the enemy, 
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or to prevent being furrounded--to be good markfmfrp, and 
aftive in the ufe of arms—to praftice running—to learn to en¬ 
dure hunger or hardships with patience and fortitude—to tell 
the truth at all times to their officers, but more efpecially 
when fent out to fpy the enemy. 

Concerning Officers. They fay that it would be abfurd to 
appoint a man an officer whofe fkill and courage had never been. 
tr ; e d—that all officers Ihould be advanced only according to 

merit_that no one man Ihould have the abfolute command of 

an army—that a council of officers are to determine when, and 
how an attack is to be made—that it is the bufinefs of the offi¬ 
cers to lay plans to take ever} 7 advantage of the enemy—to am- 
bufli and furprize them, and to prevent being ambufhed and. 
furprized themfelves—it is the duty of officers to prepare and 
deliver fpeeches to the men, in order to annimate and encourage 
them; and on the march, to prevent the men, at any time, 
from getting into a huddle, becaufe if the enemy Ihould furround 
them in this polition, they would be expofed to the enemy’s fire. 
It is likewife their bufinefs at all times to endeavor to annoy 
their enemy, and fave their own men, and therefore ought never 
to bring on an attack without confiderable advantage, or with¬ 
out what appeared to them the fure profpeft of victory, and 
that with the lofs of few men: and if at any time they ihould 
be miftaken in this, and are like to lofe many men by gaining 
the victory, it is their duty to retreat, and wait for a better 
opportunity of defeating their enemy, without the danger of 
lofing fo many men. Their conduft proves that they aft upon 
thefe principles, therefore it is, that from Braddock’s war to 
the prefent time, they have feldom ever made an unfuccefsfui 
attack. The battle at the mouth of the Great Kanhawa, is 
the greateft inftance of this; and even then, thoagh the Indi¬ 
ans killed about three, for one they loft, yet they retreated. 
The lofs of the Virginians in this aftion, was feventy killed, 
and the fame number wounded :—The Indians loft twenty kill¬ 
ed on the field, and eight, who died afterwards, of their 
wounds. This was the greateft lofs of men that I ever knew 
the Indians to fuftain in anyone battle. They will commonly 
retreat if their men are falling faft—they will not ftand cut¬ 
ting, like the Highlanders, or other Britifh troops : but this 
proceeds from a compliance with their rules of war, rather than 
cowardice. If they are furrounded, they will fight while there 
is a man of them alive, rather than furrender. When Colonel 
John Armftrong furrounded the Cattanyan town, on the Alle¬ 
gheny river, Captain Jacobs, a Delaware chief, with force war¬ 
riors, took poffeffion of a houfe, defended themfelves for foine 
time, and killed a number of our men. As Jacobs could fpe.aic 
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ringl#i, our people called:oaTii'm to furrenaer: hefuid’tl'iat he 
• and Ji*s men were warriors, and they would all fight while life 
remained. He was- again told that they fliould be well fifed, if 
they would only Surrender ; > and if not, the; hotife fliould be 
burned down over their heads:—Jacobs replied he could eat 
■fire : and when the houfe v/as in a flame,.he, and they that were 
with him, came oat in a fighting pofltion, and were all killed. 
As they are a fliarp, afitive kindof people* and war is their prin¬ 
cipal lludy, in this they have arrived at confiderable perfection. 
We may learn of the Indians what is ufeful and laudable, and. 
•at the fame time, lay afide their barbarous proceedings. It is 
touch to be lamented that feme of our frontier rifle-men are 
prone to imitate them in their inhumanity. During the Britilh 
war, a couliderable number of men from below Fort Pitt, erod¬ 
ed the Ohio, and marched into a town of Friendly Indians, 

• chiefly Delawares, who profefledthe Moravian religion. As 
Jthe Indians apprehended no danger, they neither lifted-arras or 
fled. After thefe rifle-men were Sometime in the town, and the 
Indians altogether in their power, in cool blood, they maflacred 
the wb.de town, without diftin&ion of age or fex. This was 
an adl o£ barbarity beyond any thing I ever knew to be commit¬ 
ted by the favngss-.themfelves. 

. Why have wo not made greater 4 proficiency in the Indian art 
pf war ? Is it becaufe we are too proud to imitate them, even 
though it Ihould fce a means of preferring the lives of many 
of our citizens i No! We are not above borrowing lan¬ 
guage. from them, fuch as homony, pone, tomahawk, See. 
which is of little or r.o.ufeto us. I apprehend that the reafens 
*rhy. we.have not improved more in this refpefil, are as follows : 
no,important acquhlrion is to be obtained but by attention and 
diligence ; suul as it is.eafier to learn to rftove and a6l in. con¬ 
cert, in clote order, in the open plain, than to afilin Concert ift 
feattekee* ardciyin the woods; fe it is eafier to learn our difel- 
plinb* than the'Itidicn manoeuvres. They train up thsir boys 
to rite art of war from the time they are twelve or fourteen, 
years of age ; whereas the principal chance our people had of 
learning, was by obfe'rving their movements -when in action 
.agri-nil us. I have been long aftcniflied that no one haS wrote 
Upon this important futjeft, as their art of war would not only 
be of ufe to us in cafe of another rupture with them; but werfe 
only part ct cur.men taught this art, accompanied with our con- 
-ibiental difcipline, I think no European power, after--trial, 

’ wcfiM venture to fhc'w its head in the American Woods* 

Ifewhat I have wrote fliould meet the approbation of my coun*. 
trymeti, perhaps I may publish more upon this fubje6t, in a fu¬ 
ture edition.: . .. ■ - - .•-«* -• *.\ . 

END. 
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